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PREFACE. 



The statements contained in the following sheets^ 
ought to have appeared some time ago, and under 
the name of Mr. Ellis. While there was reason to 
hope that the antidote might be administered 
through the ssgne medium which conveyed the 
poison, delay was properly exercised. But when 

ft 

it became evident that justice was not to be ex- 
pected in that quarter, it was necessary to resort 
to the only means of defence which was left — a 
separate publication. The circumstances of Mr. 
Ellis, and his constant engagements in the service 
of the Missionary Society, rendered it impracticable 
for him to prepare a full answer; the task has, 
therefore, devolved on the individual who subscribes 
the following letter. This task he has endeavoured 
faithfully to perform, from notes and papers fur- 
nished by Mr. Ellis, and other documents within 
his reach. 
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The delay which has taken place from unavoid- 
able causes^ is the less to be regretted, as it has 
enabled him to furnish, in the American documents 
annexed to the letter, a most triumphant defence 
of the American Missionaries. To those docu- 
ments especially, he begs to direct the attention of 
the reader, as admirably adapted to establish his 
confidence in the christian wisdom, integrity, and 
zeal of these excellent men. 



SIR; 

In the March Number of your Journal^ 
you have favoured your readers with an article 
on **The Sandwich Islanders/' in which occur 
some very gross misrepresentations of the state 
of the Missions, and the conduct of the Mission- 
aries established there, and in the South Seas, ou 
ivhich I feel it my duty to animadvert. 

That article professes to be drawn up from the 
" Voyage of His Majesty's Ship Blonde," from the 
" Narrative of a Tour through Hawaii, or Owhyhee, 
by Mr. Ellis, the Missionary," and from unpub- 
lished letters of Captain Beechey. 

The Toyage of the Blonde appears before the 
public without a name. The reason of this is not 
satisfactorily accounted for. Whether the authors 
were many, and could not agree about the division 
of their claims, or whether the principal author, if 
such a one exists, was ashamed to acknowledge 
his offspring, I shall not determine^ It is of little 
consequence, however, who wrote it, provided its 
statements be correct. You acknowledge ** that it 
is but a meagre narrative," and express a doubt 
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whether '' we really have the narrative in its 
original state ;" thus unintentionally throwing dis- 
credit on the whole book. 

That we have it not in its original state, is very 
evident, and were it worth the trouble it would be 
easy to show that the voyage of the ship Blonde 
is a meagre compilation, a piece of patch work, 
numerous portions of which have been taken, some 
times with slight verbal alterations, and at other 
times without any alteration, and always without 
acknowledgment, from the work of Mr. Ellis, one 
of those very Missionaries, whom you affect to des- 
pise, as fit only to handle " the awl or the needle ;*' 
but without whose assistance Mrs. Maria Graham 
would have made but a poor figure in editing the 
voyage of the Blonde, and you yourself must have 
failed in furnishing an article on the Sandwich 
Islandei's, of sufficient interest to your readers. 

But had you confined your observations to the 
statements of th^ Blonde, and of Mr. Ellis, 
although your reasonings on christian missions 
would probably have been very objectionable, it is 
not likely that you would have been troubled with 
any observations on them. Knowing well the 
strength of the principles on which they proceed, 
the purity of their aim, and the benevolent tendency 
and design of their operations, the friends of missions 
have nothing to fear from the Quarterly Review. 
But when the conduct of Missionaries is unjustly 
assailed, aiid the results of their enterprize mis- 
represented, they feel themselves called upon to 
repel the charges, and to vindicate the characters 



and labours of those self-denying men, wbo have 
devoted themselves to this glorious enterprise. 

On what authority you have used the letters of 
Captain Beechey to criminate the Missionaries you 
have not told us. This I shall leave you to settle 
with him, when heshall justify himself to hiscountry^ 
for going out of his way to meddle with matters 
which it is obvious he does not understand. 
Others beside shoe-makers and tailors^ who be- 
come evangelical preachers, require to be re- 
winded, 

^' Ne sutor ultra crepidam/' 

Captain Beechey may be a very gallant officer, 
and well acquainted with naval tactics ; but he 
is no divine ; and it would have been well .for his 
reputation had his name not made a figure in an 
unfriendly attack on the propagation of Christi- 
anity. 

The appearance of the article in question in 
your work, necessarily gave pain to all who are 
engaged in the work of sending Missions to the 
Heathen. The charges preferred in it against 
the wisdom of their measures, the suitableness 
of their agents, and especially against the 
effects produced by their exertions, could not be 
read with indifference by those who wish to stand 
well with their countrymen. And, although the 
parties chiefly assailed are Americans, knowing as 
we do, that they are tnen of the same spirit, and 
influenced by the same views and principles with 
ourselves, we are ready to share in the reproach 
which they have incurred, and to make common 
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cause with them in the defence which may be neces- 
sary. In Christianity all men are brethren ; and in 
the business of diffusing it, there can be but one 
object and one aim. 

Thechargesin thearticle itself,you farther confirm 
and corroborate by inserting at the end of the same 
number, a letter from Boki, one of the chiefs of the 
Sandwich Islands. This letter I shall here pro- 
duce, as I entertain little doubt that it is a shameful 
imposition. That imposition I do not impute to you« 
I know the document is to be found in the records 
of the admiralty. Who framed it, will, perhaps, 
one day be disclosed. The author of it had un- 
questionably the " Complete Letter Writer" before 
him, and the reader who is in possession of that 
useful and learned work, has only to turn to its 
pages, where be will find a perfect counterpart to 
this veracious document. 



** Since the preceding pages have been -struck off, we have 
been favoured with the foDowing literal copy of a letter of 
B6ki/( which we pledge ourselves to be genuine,) confirming 
what we have stated with regard to the conduct of the American 
Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands* 



^' Idand of Woahoo, Jan. 24, 1826. 

*^Sir^, 
** I take this opportunity to send you these fa lines, hopping 
the will find you in good health, as pies god the leve me at 
present. I am sorrey to inform You that Mr. Pitt (Karaimakoo) 
has gon (hro four opperashons sine you sailed from here, but 
thank god he is now much better, and we ar in hops of his 
recovery, and X am verey sorey to tell you that Mr« Bingham 



tlie head of the Misheneres is trieng^ evere thing in his pour to 
have the Law of this country in his owu hands, all of us ar 
verrey happy to hare sum pepel to instruct us in what is rite and 
good but he wants us to be intirly under his laws which will 
not do with the natives. I have don all in my pour to prevent 
it and I have don it as yet, Ther is Cahomano wishes the 
Misheneres to have the whol atorlty but I shell prevent it as 
long as I cane, for if the have ther will be nothing done in thes 
Hands not even cultivation for ther own use. I wish the pepel 
to reid and to rite, and likewise to worke, but the Misheneres 
have got them night and day old and young so that ther is 
verrey little don her at present. The pepel in general ar verrey 
much discetisfied at the Misheneres thinking they will have the 
laws in ther own bands. Captain Charlton has not arived from 
Otiety which makes me thing sumthing has ^apned to him. 
Mr. Bingham has gone so far as to tell thes natives that nether 
king George nor Lord Biron has any regard for God, or aney 
of the English cheefs, that they are all bad pepel but themselves, 
and that ther is no Redemsion for aney of the heads of the 
English or American nations. God send you good health and 
a long life. 

** Mrs. Boki sends her kind love to Lord Biron and Mr« Cam- 
rone and the Hon. Mr. Hill. 

(Signed) •' NA-BOKI," 

This production i$ not given as a translation, but 
as a literal copy of a letter written in English, 
by Boki, Without anticipating Mr. Ellis's 
remarks on it, which are perfectly fatal to its 
authenticity, I will here give a copy of a real letter 
from Boki to Mr. Ellis, and will simply appeal to 
every person of common understanding, whether 
he can believe that the two letters are the produc- 
tion of the same individual. Their entire phrase- 
ology and manner indicate that they belong to 
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opposite quarters of the globe. The original and 
translation are both before me. 

*' Oahu HonorurUf October is the month, 

*' Affection for you, Mr. Ellis. This is my entreaty to you. 

Return you hither, and we shall be right, Grief was our's on 

your returning, [to England,] and sympathy with you, Mrs. 

Ellis, in your illness. Heard before this have you of the death 

of the king. But all things here are orderly. We are serving 

God. We are making ourselves strong in his word. Turned 

have the chiefs to instruction. Their desire is towards God. 

I speak unto them and encourage them concerning the Word of 

God, that it may be well with our land. 

** Attachment to you two. Attachment to the Missionaries 

all. 

" CAPTAIN B0K1.»' 

I must now, Sir, lay open to the public some 
circumstances which you have compelled us to 
disclose, by a refusal of that justice to Mr. Ellis, 
and his benevolent co-adjutors, to which honour- 
able men are entitled, and which they will always 
receive from honourable minds. 

The impression made by your article on a dis- 
tinguished nobleman, whose character and friendly 
oflSices to the cause of religion are well known, 
was such, that he deemed it desirable to bring 
about an interview between one of your friends 
and Mr. Ellis, to furnish an opportunity for 
explanation. In consequence of that interview, 
Mr. Ellis received the following note : — 

• « 

" Dear Sir ; 
*' 1 have just received the reply of the Editor of the Quar- 
terly Review, who states, that he can hardly think the Admiralty 



are deceived as to the authenticity of Boki's letter ; bat if you can 
show it to be so, it will afford him satisfaction to insert your 
proposed note in the Quarterly. 

** Upon this encouragement, I would recommend you to lose no 
time in drawing up a clear and exact statement of the proofs, in 
refutation of whateyer you deem to be unjustly adyanced against 
the Missionary cause in the Sandwich Islands. The paper should 
be limited to the contents of two printed pages, and transmit it 
to J. G. Lockhart, Esq. at Mr. Murray's, Albemarle Street. 

''It is desirable that it should appear in the forth-coming 
number; and, I think, you would do well to offer Mr. Lockhart 
an inspection of any original documents you possess, in attesta- 
tion of your statement. 

*^ It will afford me great pleasure to find, that in thus facilitating 
your communication with the Quarterly, the cause which you 
haye so zealously supported, shoidd be justified in -the public 
opinion.'^ 

This invitation was immediately complied with, 
and a letter, of which the following is a copy, was 
forwarded without delay, with an offer on the part 
of Mr. Ellis, to meet the Editor, and furnish him 
with additional evidence of the incorrectness of 
his (Statements, if required. 

. Spencer Street^ Northampton Square. 

Sir; 

While I feel obliged by the notice of my volume on the 
Sandwich Islands, in the last number of the Quarterly Reyiew, 
I am bound in justice to myself, apd to my Missionary*asso« 
ciates, as well as to the public, to correct several of the un- 
founded statements which that article contains. 

In the article above referred to, it is stated, ** that by my 
own account, the subjects usually chosen for the disooursea are 
the most unsuitable;" — ** such', for instance, as the Virgin 
Mary, the immaculate Conception, the Trinity, and the Holy 
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6ho8t.''--<*Tbat we hold out to our disciples little or no encov' 
ragement, either by precept or example, to industrious habits;*'-^ 
" that the least that is required from the nakedi or half naked 
converts of Owhyhee, is to attend at charch five times every 
day;" — " that on Sunday they are strictly prohibited from 
cooking any kind of victuals, or even lighting a fire;" — that 
** the efforts of the sealous few Missionaries are tending, as 
fast as possible^ to lay waste the whole country, and plunge 
the inhabitants into civil war and bloodshed ;" • — '* that 
thousands of acres of land, that before yielded the finest crops 
are now sandy plains ;" — that " the apprehension of civil war 
appears to be owing to the misapplication of a passage of 
Scripture, (which by the way does not exist in the Bible,) 
applied and expounded by the Missionaries, and that the efiect 
it had produced, in lowering the authority of the chiefs, was 
visible enough." 

" That," at Tahiti, '* it is lamentable to observe the change 
that has taken place among the natives, who appear to have 
lost the good qualities they once possessed,*' and '^ are become 
intolerably lazy ;" that *^ the looms that were sent out, have 
been thrown aside, and weaving discontinued.*' ** At Tobuai,'' 
it is also said, " that the indolence of the natives since their 
conversion has been such, that out of the whole population but 
200 remain." 

These assertions, unsupported by any thing contained in my 
volume, though some are said to '^ appear from my own 
account," are utterly unfounded, and have nothing corresponding 
to them in the existing circumstances of the islands, or the 
conduct of the Missionaries ; and I am in possession of such 
evidence in support of this contradiction, as I cannot doubt 
would satisfy you that the writer of this article has been misled 
by the evidence on which he has depended. I will mention 
only one instance of the inaccuracy of Captain Beechey's in- 
formation, and the consequent incorrectness of his statements. 
At Tobual, he states, that ''the Missionaries have succeeded in 
abolishing human sacrifices, and the prevailing crime of infan- 
ticide," when it is a fact that neither infanticide, nor the cus- 
tom of offering human sacrifices, ever existed in that island. 



The letter inserted as a '' note to the article on the Sand- 
wich islanders/' bears strong indication of being spurious; 
and I cannot but suspect that an imposition has been practised 
upon the British Admiral, to whom it was sent* Boki, (who 
was my scholar until bis embarkation for England,) was never 
taught to write English, and probably never attempted it. The 
style of his sentiments, and tlie structure of his sentences would 
have been totaUy different. To ** take" an *' opportunity," is a 
phrase which would haye been unintelligible to him. The 
commencement of the letter is a close imitation of the manner 
of letter writers of the lower orders in this country, and has 
no resemblance to the native habits of thinking and expression. 
The phraseology throughout is foreign. No native of the 
Sandwich islands would have any idea of going ** through 
four operations." They never speak of a king as the head of 
a nation, a general as the head of an army, or a father as the 
head of a family. Had Boki wished to describe Mr. Bingham 
as (we should say) the head of the mission, he would haye 
called him the chief of tlie mission. The facts of the letter 
contradict themselves. Boki, with his brother, Karaimoku, 
exercises the supreme authority in the islands^ and if it had 
been his desire that Mr. Bingham should have left the islands^ 
his command would have been sufficient to have enforced, at 
any time, compliance with his wishes. The orthography, in 
many instances, is certainly such as Boki would not employ. 
Had he written the letter, he would surely have spelt his own 
name correctly, according to the orthography established by 
the printing-press in the islands, yet in the last paragraph of 
the copy sent to England, with a sight of which I have been 
favoured, Mrs. Boki's name is spelt Bockey. Besides this in- 
correctness, here are two letters, viz. c and y, introduced, 
which do not exist in their language. In the next line, Boki's 
own name is spelt Boht^ but in your Review both these names 
are alteredi and appear as if they had been properly written, 
Bohi, 

In addition to the above brief statement of the evidence, that 
the letter was neither written nor dictated by Boki, I have 
evidence on his own testimony, dated only three months before 
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this letter is said to have been written. I have aUo letters of 
a later date from missionaries and chiefs^ containing very 
different statements. Boki, in his last letter to me, nnder date 
of October^ 1825^ observes^ *' All is smooth and straight here, 
I am making mjself strong in the Word of God* Turned have 
the chiefs to instruction. I speak unto them, and encourage 
them concerning the Word of God, that it may be well with 
our land.'' 

Without referring to all the topics alluded to in the letter, 
I feel myself called upon to state, that, from habits of close 
friendship with Mr. Bingham, and an intimate acquaintance 
with his principles and conduct, I cannot for a moment suppose 
he has in any manner interfered with the civil or apolitical 
affairs of the islands. 

I am. Sir, 

Most respectfully your's, 
(Signed) W. ELLIS. 

To the Editor of the Quarterly Review* 

Had- you inserted this document, it would pro- 
bably have terminated the. discussion, although 
many things in your article were passed without 
notice, in consequence of the limits which had 
been prescribed. 

The reader will participate in the feelings which 
must have been experienced by Mr. Ellis and his 
friends, when in your last number, instead of re- 
deeming your promise, you insert the following 
note : — 



'^ We have received a letter from Mr. Ellis, (the Missionary,) 
in vFhich he tells us that the ' Letter from. Bohi^ quoted in the 
last page of our last number, is a forgery. In answer to this, 
we can only assure Mr* Ellis, that the letter certainly did come 
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from the SaodwiGh Islands; that its gennincness neither has 
been, nor is, doubted, either by the officer of the Blonde who 
received it, or by his captain ; and that the gentlemen of that 
-ship generally concur in stating the tenour of the letter to be 
in perfect accordance with the sentiments which Boki was in 
the habit of expressing to them while they were in his society. 
We can easily believe that Mr. Boki may not have been in the 
habit of writing, or even of speaking his mind quite so openly— 
to Mr. Ellis." 



In this note you repeat the original injury, 
and conceal from your readers that Mr. Ellis's 
letter was chiefly a contradiction of the mis* 
representations contained in your own article. 
You re-assert that the letter said to be writ^ 
ten by Boki, came from the Island9» which 
had not been disputed ; and that its genuineness 
was not doubted by the person who received it. 
All this, Sir, is nothing to the purpose. Why did 
you not lay before the public Mr. Ellis's objections 
to its gemiineness? Candour and justice required 
this. Your readers would then have instantly per- 
ceived that Boki could not have written the letter 

m 

which has been palmed on the public as his ; and 
that Mr. Ellis's simple statement completely ex- 
poses the fraud which must have been practised 
by some designing individual. 

Here I might properly rest the defence of the 
Missions in the Pacific, against the charges which 
you have brought forward. The testimony of Mr. 
Ellis, in point of truth, will, by all impartial men, 
be considered as at least equally deserving of regard 
with that of Captain Beechey ; and as it respects 
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the means of knowing the real state of the facts, the 
two witnesses will not admit of being compared 
together. But, as the opportunity is presented, it 
may be proper to enter into some detail respecting 
the propagation of Christianity in the Islands which 
have called forth these remarks; and to notice 
many things w^hich Mr. £llis's letter passes over. 

The Mission to Otaheite, or Tahiti, as it is now 
called, was commenced by the London Missionary 
Society in 1797. A considerable body of Mission- 
aries then first obtained a footing on that interest- 
ing island, and additions were made to their 
number at different periods afterwards, as circum- 
stances required. This undertaking was thought 
by many at the time, not only hazardous, but 
altogether Utopian. To the readers of Captain 
Cook's voyages, it is unnecessary to say, that 
the inhabitants were savages, but a small de« 
gree removed from the lowest barbarism, devoted 
to the grossest idolatry, and guilty of the most 
cruel and detestable crimes. The country was 
paradisaical, lovely and rich in the highest degree ; 
but a moral pestilence overspread its population, 
and desolated the scenes of its natural beauty and 
grandeur. During many years, the devoted men 
who attempted its evangelization appeared to labour 
in vain. Destitute of all human protection, — de- 
pendant on the caprice of these wretched islanders 
for the means of support, and even for existence, — 
exposed from time to time to the most imminent 
danger from their sanguinary wars,— they neverthe- 
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less persevered, and were honoured at last to be 
the instruments of achieving, what all impartial 
persons have acknowledged to be one of the most 
splendid triumphs of Christianity, since the days of 
the apostles. 

This happy change began to appear about the 
end of the year 1813, so that in the month of April 
following, the Missionaries were able to report to 
the Directors, 

** That the number of those who had renounced their idols 
and desired to be considered as worshippers of Jehovah 
amonnted to fifty ; that they were in general regular in their 
attendance on the means oC instruction ; that they were in the 
habit of retiring for secret devotion ; that many of them prayed 
in their families, and asked a blessing on their food ; that they 
strictly observed the sabbath ; that they associated for devo* 
tional purposes, and that there was an evident improvement in 
their moral conduct. The real conversion of some appeared 
to be evinced by their loving the good ways they once hated, 
and hating the evil ways they once loved ; by their desire to 
have their sins pardoned and their hearts renewed, and by their 
being sensible of the necessity of divine, influence to effect 
this renovation. The Missionaries added, that in consequence 
of the professions and conduct of those in whom the above 
described change appeared, their neighbours derided them, and 
distinguished them by the name of Sure Atua, or Praying 
People. 

** This account relates to the state of things in Eimeo, where 
the Missionaries still continued to reside, as Pomarre had not 
yet recovered the exercise of bis authority in Otaheite. A 
chief of the latter island, named XJpaparu, had removed with 
his attendants to Eimeo, in order to receive the instructions of 
the Missionaries, and although importuned to return to idolatry, 
was steadfast in his profession. He informed the Missionaries 
that his brother, Teirei, was like-minded with himself, and t}AM 
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a great number of the people in Oialieite were desirous of 
instruction. Among tlie converts was Matupupa, a priest, and 
a principal Areoi.* 

** Messrs. Hay ward and Nott had made a voyage to Hnaheine, 
Raiatea, and Taha, and preached to the natives wherever they 
could collect them together, and were greatly pleased with their 
steady and filled attention. At Huaheine they met with a 
young chief who professed himself a Christian, and who 
treated them with great kindness. He had cast away his gods, 
observed the Sabbath, and expressed a desire that Missionaries 
might be sent to his island. < Indeed,' added Mr. Nott, ' the 
gods have fallen into great disrepute, and the people scruple 
not to call them < bad spirits* — * foolish spirits/ while they ac-> 
knowledge Jehovah to be the * Good Spirit.' 

*' In the beginning of the year 1815, there were considerable 
accessions io the congregation at Eiraeo., which, however, were 
chiefly composed of strangers from Otaheite and other islands, 
whose earnest desire to receive religious instruction, prompted 
them from time to time to visit Eimeo. The congregation at this 
period consisted of about three hundred, and the number who 
had requested their names to be written down, as professed 
worshippers of the true God, was increased to upwards of 
two hundred; the number in the schools, of whom the chief 
part were adults, was about two hundred and sixty. Of those 
who had desired their names to be inscribed as worshippers of 
Jehovah, four (viz. one man and three women) died about this 
time, confessing their sins, and placing- their hope solely upon 
the great atonement set forth in the gospel. 

** Besides the above-mentioned worshippers at Eimeo, there 
was also a considerable number at Otaheite, and some in the 
islands of Raiatea, Huaheine, and Tapua-manu, who had pub* 
licly renounced idolatry. These all ob^crrved the Sabbath, met 
together to worship the true Qod, and were at onee reproached 
and honoured by the appellation of Bure Alua, or Praying 
People. The whole number in the several islands, amounted to 

* A Society in Otaheite, distinguished for their sanguinary barbarityi 
and licentious manners, but restricted to people of the higher rank. 
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more than jffoe hundred personsi including some of the principal 
chiefs. 

'' Wherever the Gospel comes with power, the power of the 
world is opposed to it* Thus it was even in Otaheite. The 
spirit of persecution rose there against the ' Praying People/ 
and proceeded to serious outrages ; a house in which a number 
of them worshipped, together with some other houses, was burnt 
to the ground ; several of the worshippers were banished from 
the island, and an attempt was made to kill one of them, with 
an intention to offer him in sacrifice to the god Oro. Religion 
was the sole cause of this persecution, which was happily 
checked by the interposition of some of the Ratiras* of Otaheite, 
who declared that the persecuted were imiocent people, and 
ought not to be ill-treated* 

^'For a considerable time, the Missionaries at Eimeo had 
suffered severely from ill health, and various other causes. 
On the 9th of February they were called upon to exercise their 
faith and patience by a calamity which they did not anticipate. 
Mr. Scott (a very valuable Missionary, who had sailed in the 
Royal Admiral) bad been unwell for about a week. No danger 
was apprehended until the seventh day, and that was' the day of 
his death. His last words proclaimed his firm reliance on the 
Saviour ef the world. On a retrospect of the past, he acknow- 
ledged the distinguishing mercy of that Saviour, saying, ' JesuB 
Mught »ie when a stranger, 8^c/ and in a view of the future, 
especially of the dark valley which he was shortly to pass, his 
prayer was, * Guide me, O thou great Jehovah^ 8fc* In the 
death of Mr. Scott, the Mission sustained a serious loss, par* 
ticularly as he had attained such a knowledge of the Taheitean 
language, as enabled him to communicate instruction to the 
islanders in a plain, and intelligible manner. 

** Tke inoreasing desire for instruction in the islands^ had 
lor 9ome lime called loudly for additional h^p, which became 
more urgent from the removal of Mr. Scott, and the Mission-' 
aries expressed their anxiety on this subject in the language of 

* Tke * genHemen' (ff Otaheite whol possess landed property, and enjoy 
certain privileges in common with the chiefs and their relations. 
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men who felt that, in such a cause, and in such circumilances, 
importunity was an imperious duty. The Directors listened to 
the cally and nine* additional Missionaries were successively 
sent out to assist their brethren in the South Seas. 

** In the want of additional labourers, it was with great plea- 
sure the Missionaries hailed the arrival of a supply of books 
from New South Wales, in the Taheitean language; which, 
however, rendered assistance still more desirable. This supply 
consisted of 400 copies of the New Testament History, 900 
catechisms, and 100 copies of a few hymns composed for the 
use of the natives, hundr'eds of whom were at that time able to 
read, and eager to receive books. 

'< From January until the end of June, the Mission flourished 
greatly. The congregations were large, and the attendance on 
the several means of instruction, constant and encouraging. 
The school increased rapidly, and prospered. The number of 
those who renounced heathenism, and became the professed 
worshippers of the true God, multiplied continually, both in 
Eimeo and Otaheite. The priest of Papetoai, (the district' in 
Eimeo where the Missionaries then resided,*) renounced 
idolatry ; publicly committed his god to the flames, and joined 
himself to the Missionaries* This was a very important event. 
His example was speedily followed in both of the islands, and not 
only were the idols cast into the fire, but the.marais f and altars 
were destroyed, and even the wood of which they were com- 
posed used to dress common food, of which difierent classes 
and both sexes partook indiscriminately M a common meal, in 
utter disregard of prohibitions and customs, rendered powerful 
by the united influence of superstition and antiquity/ 
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* Of this number, Mr. John Gyles, who left England in June 1817, was 
sent oat in the capacity of a coltivator, as well as Missionary ; it being 
considered of the utmost importance, whether we regard the promotion and 
maintenance of religion and morals among the aattres, or the demands of 
an increasing population, to which reformatioo of manners must lead, to 
Introduce among the Islanders a system of productive industry. 

t Places of idolatrous worship and sacrifice f and of superstitions modes 
of sepulture* 
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It could scarcely be expected that such a change 
would take place without exciting opposition on 
the part of those who still adhered to idolatry and 
its demoralizing effects. A grand attempt was 
made to extirpate the praying people and the Mis- 
sionaries, which was providentially defeated. 
Pomarre, the king, declared on the side of Christi-^ 
anity. Idolatry was at length entirely abolished 
in Otaheite and Eimeo. 



*' These, together with the small islands . of Tapuai-mana 
and Teturoa, became altogether, in profession at least. 
Christian Islands. Their idols and marais were destroyed, 
human sacrifices and infant murder abolished, and the people 
were every where earnestly calling upon the Missionaries to 
come and instruct them in the knowledge of the Christian 
religion. In e^ery place the Sabbath was strictly observed; 
places for the worship of the true God had been erected and 
were erecting in every district, and where there were no 
Missionaries to conduct the worship, the people had prayer- 
meetings of their own every Sabbath and every Wednesday 
evening all round Otaheite and Eimeo. 

*' But this astonishing and delightful revolution was not 
confined to the above-mentioned islands; it extended also 
to the Leeward Islands. Tapa, the principal chief, pub- 
licly renounced idolatry and embraced Christianity. His ck- 
ample was followed by most of the other chiefs, and a 
large majority of the people of the four Society Islands ; viz. 
Huahine, Raiatea, Taha, and Borabora. At the latter island, 
two of the chiefs, named Tefaora and Mai, distinguished 
themselves by their zeal in destroying the idols, and erecting a 
place for the worship of the true God. The chiefs of these 
islands repeatedly sent messages to the Misisionaries, ear- 
nestly intreating them to send some of their number to teach 
ihetai also, and Mai, the chief in Borabora, had sent them a 
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letter to remind them, that Jems Christ and his apostles did not 
confine their instructions to one place or country* 

*' Tapa, the chief just nientioDed, having proceeded to de- 
stroy the gods in Raiatea, the idolaters rose against him and 
his family, but were entirely subdued, and afterwards treated 
with much more lenity than they appear to have deserved. 
Still, however, they continued to talk of war and the restora- 
tion of the gods ; but there was no probabilitj' that they would 
succeed, as the great majority of the people seemed to be 
decidedly in favour of Christianity. 

** The Missionaries, Messrs. Hay ward and Nott, had been 
preaching the gospel all round JSimeo, in which island it had 
been embraced by about 1200 persons. They found in every 
district a place built for Christian worship, in which the people 
had prayer-meetings three times every Sabbath-day, and once 
every Wednesday, Almost every house had family worship 
daily, and most of the people retired for private worship 
twice, and sometimes three times a day. They had also made 
tours round Huahine, Raiatea, Tahaa, and had visited Borabora. 
The Missionaries calculated that in these' islands only, nearly 
4000 people had embraced the Christian religion, but they were 
without instruction, except from the books with which Uiey were 
supplied by the Missionaries. 

Messrs. Hayward and Nott had likewise visited Otaheite, 
and had been twice round the island preaching the gospel in 
every district to attentive congregations, which often consisted 
of more than four hundred persons, and of never less than 
one hundred. Fifty places of worship had been erected, in 
which the people met for prayer as they do in Eimeo, &c. 
They commenced their journey at Pare and closed it at Matavai, 
their old residence. They had not heen long in the latter 
district, before many of their old neighbours came and asked 
the Missionaries to spend the Sabbath with them, invited Mr. 
Nott to preach, and said, if they would again reside aniong 
them, not only the ground where their houses and gardens were 
formerly situated, but the whole of the district from Tara to 
Tapahi* should be their's« This invitation happened on the 

* The boundaries of the district of Matavai. 
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6th of March, exactly kineteen years after'the first Missionaries 
landed on the shores of Otaheite. Messrs. Hayward and 
Nott, during their tour, every where experienced kindness 
and hospitality from the natives. Mr. Nott, besides preaching 
to them, employed much of his time in hearing and answering 
the numerous questions which they put to him, as to the conduct 
they should observe under their new profession, both as to re- 
ligious and civil matters. Mr. Hayward occupied himself in 
teaching them to read. The Missionaries distributed all the 
spelling-books they had brought with them, and might, bad 
they possessed them, have given away many hundreds more. 

'' Of those who had turned from idols and worshipped the 
true God, three thotisand were supplied with books, and could 
make use of them. Many were employed in teaching each 
other to read and write. They also instructed each other in 
the catechism. They had among them about 400 copies of the 
Old Testament History, as well as an equal number of that of 
the New Testament, which consists of an abridgement of the 
Evangelists, and of part of the Acts of the Apostles. Many 
chapters of St Luke's Gospel, in manuscript, were also in 
circulation among them, and 1000 copies of a catechism, com- 
piled by the Missionaries, in the language of Otaheite, which 
several hundreds had learnt, and could perfectly repeat ; 2000 
copies likewise of a smaller spelling-book, printed in New 
South Wales, had been distributed, in addition to 700 copies of 
a larger spelling-book, printed in London. The Missionaries 
were in want of new editions of all the books above-mentioned, 
there being an earnest call for them from all the islands, and in 

all the desire to learn to read and write was universal." 

• 

Such is a simple account of the first introduction 
of Christianity among this barbarous people. From 
that period to the present, the work has been con- 
stantly making progress, with greater or less 
rapidity. Occasional hindrances have occurred, 
and European and American intercourse witli the 
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islands have been productive of various injurious 
effects, particularly at the sea-ports ; but still there 
is abundant reason to be satisfied with what has been 
accomplished, and to anticipate that all the delight- 
ful results of the christian faith will become perma- 
nent and universal in the islands of the South Sea. 
Speaking of Otaheite, you say, 

'^ This island, Captain Beechey says, * is still the beautifal, 
fertile country it has ever been represented ; but it is lamentable 
to observe the change that has taken place among the natives, 
who appear to have lost what good qualities they once possessed, 
and are become so intolerably lazy, that should the bread-fruit, 
by any accident, fail them, a famine must ensue. Indeed, they 
have been very near it already ; and nothing but the mountain- 
plautain, and a species of fern, saved them from the greatest 
distress. The cotton-grounds you mentioned to me are over-run 
with weeds ; the looms that have been sent ont are thrown aside, 
and weaving discontinued. The king is a child ; his mother a 
tnost dissolute woman ; and the chiefs divided and jealous of 
each other. At Tobuai,' he continues^ Hhe indolence of the 
natives since their conversion has been such, that, out of the 
whole population, but two hundred remain. It will scarcely be 
believed, that this mortality has been occasioned by their being 
too lazy to cook their food oftener than once a week, ip con- 
sequence of which it becomes sour and unwholesome, and pro- 
duces complaints of the stomach, which Qarry them off.' Captain 
Beechey gives many other details of the same character; but 
admits that' the Missionaries are, on the other hand, entitled to 
every credit for having succeeded in abolishing human sacrifices 
and the prevailing crime of infanticide, which had proceeded to 
such an extent, that the population of the island is not more than 
one-half of what it was when Cook first visited it." 

This passage. Sir, requires examination. To 
tvhat period in the history of these people does 
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Captain Beechey refer, when he speaks of " the 
good qualities which they once possessed/' but 
which they now "appear to have lost?" If his 
words mean any thing, they must refer to the state 
of their dispositions before they professed CJiristi- 
anity. Their good qualities then^ as thieves and 
child murderers, and licentious in the highest de- 
gree, are too well known to require any proof to 
be adduced* That these things no longer exist is 
admitted; yet Captain Beechey could look at 
their smiling villages, and neat cottages, and lovely 
children, and European manners, and gravely tell 
the people of England that the natives have lost 
the good qualities they once possessed ! Whether 
this is creditable to Captain Beechey's religion, or 
his good sense, the reader may be safely left to 
pronounce. 

The inhabitants are represented as having " be- 
come intolerably lazy." Does Captain Beechey 
mean to say that they were formerly industrious 
and enterprizing ? That in their savage state they 
cultivated their lands, and did not depend on their 
bread-fruit trees ? Does he forget all at once that 
they have now houses instead of huts ? that in place 
of a few rude vessels, they have now numerous cu- 
linary utensils, a variety of furniture, and working 
tools of all sorts ? and that instead of being naked, 
or half-naked, they are now decently, and even 
respectably clothed ? 

In the Island of the Huahine, when the Mission- 
aries landed in 1819, there were not more than ten 
houses in the district of Fare, which were partly 
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open and partly screened on the sides with cocoa- 
nut leaves. Now there is a good road, a number 
of quays, four hundred plastered houses, a place of 
worship, one hundred feet by sixty, and two school 
houses. Many of the chiefs of the islands have 
large boats between thirty and forty feet long, which 
the natives have learned to build. They have be- 
sides been taught to burn lime, to boil salt, to saw 
timber, to work iron at the forge, to make hats 
and bonnets, to turn wood, &c. &c. For all these 
things, which could not exist without a measure of 
application and industry, they have been indebted 
to the instructions of the Missionaries; and yet 
Captain Beechey would persuade us that Christi- 
anity has made the people intolerably lazy. 

To occasional famine or scarcity the natives have 
been always exposed. When the Missionaries 
first arrived, the king told them, as the people were 
bringing a number of presents, not to expect that 
they would always be so plentifully supplied ; for 
they sometimes had long and severe famines. The 
traditions of the islands state, that the people have 
often been obliged to eat the roots of a particular 
plant — nahe. It was a common proverb among them, 
when a scarcity continued long, "This is indeed, 
a man-eating famine." In some of the islands the 
fern root has always been an article of food on such 
occasions. In evefy country which produces so 
luxuriantly and spontaneously as the South Sea 
Islands, a considerable degree of indolence may be 
expected. With this, as well as many other diffi- 
culties, the Missionaries have had to contend ; and 
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it is not so surprising that the effects of former 
habits and manners have not been entirely over- 
come, as that they have been subdued to the extent 
which has taken place. 

Captain Beechey refers to " the cotton grounds, 
as overrun with weeds," and to **the looms, as 
thrown aside," and to ** weaving, as discontinued." 
Now who taught the natives to cultivate cotton? 
the Missionaries. Who sent out the looms? the 
Missionary Society. Who instructed the people 
to weave? the Missionary artizans. Yet would 
Captain Beechey insinuate, that the low state of 
the cotton manufactory is owing to the Mission- 
aries. That difficulties have occurred in the prose- 
cution of this most valuable branch of industry is 
most true. But they are only such difficulties as 
might be expected to occur in such a state of 
society, and which, there is no doubt, wisdom and 
perseverance will finally overcome. Every thing 
practicable has been done by the Missionary 
Society, to introduce the arts of civilized life, as 
well as Christianity ; and the effects even in this 
respect, resulting from the exertions of the Mission- 
aries, satisfactorily prove, that the labour bestowed 
has not been altogether in vain. ^ 

From the connexion in which the remarks on the 
youth of the king, the alleged profligacy of his mo- 
ther, and the jealousy of the chiefs are introduced, 
it would seem, as if, according to Captain Beechey; 
the Missionaries should be accountable for these 
things as well as for the indolence of the natives* 
On the last topic, viz. the divided state of the chiefs, 
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and their jealpusy of each other, it is only neces- 
sary to remark, that there have been no wars in the 
islands since their conversion to Christianity, a 
period of eleven years; whereas, according to Mr. 
Nott, there were not less than eight or ten wars, 
between 1797, and 1816. No equal period of 
peace is known to have occurred prior to the 
reception of the Gospel. The natives themselves 
often express their surprise at its long continuance, 
and declare their conviction, that, but for Christi- 
anity, they would have had many battles. 

On€ of the most extraordinary parts of Captain 
Beechey's statement relates to Tobuai, — " There," 
he says, *'the indolence of the natives since their 
conversion, has been such, that out of the whole 
population, but two hundred remain." Will 
Captain Beechey inform us what was the number 
of the inhabitants before their conversion? Is he 
prepared to prove that it is smaller now than it was 
then? The belief of the Missionaries is, that the 
population has increased, and not diminished, since 
the profession of Christianity. The number of 
the inhabitants, small as it is, was on the very eve 
of engaging in Mrar ; which was prevented by the 
arrival of a Missionary the day before an engage- 
ment was to have taken place, who persuaded them 
to live in peace. Yet these are the men whose 
efforts are represented as tending to desolation 
and blood. That the conversion of the natives, 
should increase indolence, and this indolence de- 
population, is so extravagant an assertion, as to 
need no refutation* 
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Not less extraordinary is Captain Beechey's 
account of one of the causes of the mortality. He 
justly observes, **it will scarcely be believed th^t 
this mortality has been occasioned by their being 
too lazy to cook their food oftener than once 
a week, in consequence of which it becomes sour 
and unwholesome, and produces complaints of the 
stomach, which carry them off.** This custom 
does not, as is insinuated, result from their em- 
bracing Christianity. It existed before its intro- 
ductioii. It was found to be the practice when the 
Missionaries first visited them. They, instead of 
encouraging it, expostulated with the people, and 
reproved them ; but were told it was the custom of 
the country. Whatever injurious effects therefore, 
result from the practice, let them not be charged 
to Christianity, or to the Missionaries. The prac- 
tice must be hurtful, bul cannot have produced 
more of dii^ease or death since the introduction of 
the Gospel than before it. 

Captain Beechey, you say, gives many other 
details of the same nature. What a pity you have 
not furnished your reader with them all. No doubt 
can . be entertained that you would have done so, 
had they been unfavourable to the Missionaries. 
He admits, you observe, that they deserve " every 
credit for having succeeded in abolishing human 
sacrifices and infanticide," which had so exten- 
sively devastated the islands. Thus the men who 
by one process endeavour to save human life, and 
to promote happiness, by another teach the in- 
habitants to be indolent, encourage civil commotion, 
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and countenance the most senseless mummery! 
I leave it to yourself and your readers to reconcile 
these things if they can. 

Speaking of the Sandwich Islands, Captain 
Beechey says, 

''The efforts of the few zealous Missionaries are tending, as 
fast as possible, to lay waste the whole country, and plunge tho 
inhabitants into civil war and bloodshed. Thousands of acres of 
land, that before produced the finest crops, are now sandy plains. 
Provisions are so extremely scarce, that not long since, the 
king sent to beg a little bread of the American Consul ; the fishery 
is almost deserted, and nothing flourishes but the Missionary 
School. The reason is obvious enough. The poor simple 
natives are continually threatened with eternal punishment if 
they neglect * the one thing needful ;' they are told that the 
morrow will take care for itself: that lilies grow withoat toiling 
or spinning, &c. 'I met two pious scholars,' says Captain 
Beechey, * with a slate covered with writing, on their way to 
school, and asked them if they thought it right to pray all day 
instead of working ; to which they replied, that praying was 
much better than working.' To be sure it is ; and so would the 
West India negroes think, in spite of all that our free-labour 
philosophers and philanthropists can say to the contrary. So 
long as an uneducated man, in such a climate as that of the 
Sandwich Islands, where nature has provided him with simple 
food without the exertion of labour, can bask at his ease in the 
sun, loll in the shade, and loiter away the time in a. parrot-like 
repetition of prayers and psalms, (wbich, of coarse, such an 
eternal repetition must soon come to be,) it would be strange 
indeed if he did not think that such an easy life ' was much 
better than working.* Mr. Ellis, after giving an account of 
their severe athletic exercises, at the exhibition of which several 
thousands attend, says, that the Missionaries having expressed 
their surprise that they should labour so arduously at their sport, 
and so leisurely at their plantations and houses, were generally 
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answered I * that they huilt houses and cultivated their gardens 
from necessity, hnt followed their amuseraeots beeaase their 
hearts were fond of them."' 

The charges contained in this paragraph, if just, 
are sufficient to cover the individuals with everlasting 
infamy; but they aregrossly untrue. CaptainBeechey 
ought to have known, if he did not, that the change in 
certain districts from fertility to barrenness^had taken 
place long before any Missionary had reached the 
Islands ; that it was occasioned by various causes 
with which neither Christianity nor its propagators 
had any connexion ; that it was the result of the 
desolating wars of Tamehameha, — of a baneful 
disease carried to the Islands, — of epidemics im- 
ported by foreign vessels, and of the introduction 
of ardent spirits and the art of distillation. The 
following passage from Mr. Ellis's Tour might have 
prevented so gross a mistatement : — 

''While they were on the western shore, I visited several 
houses on the eastern side of the settlement, and entered into 
conversation with the people on the subject of Missionaries 
coming to reside at Waiakea. In general they approved, saying 
they had dark minds, and needed instruction. Some, however, 
seemed to doubt the propriety of foreigners coming to reside 
permanently among then\. They said they had heard tb^t 
in several countriei^ where foreigners had intermingled with the 
original natives, the latter had soon disappeared; and should 
Missionaries come to live at Waiakea, perhaps the land would 
ultimately become their's, and the kanaka maore (aborigines) 
cease to be its occupiers. I told them, that bad been the case 
in- some countries ; but that the residence of Missionaries among 
them, so far from producing it, was designed and eminently 
calculated to prevent a consequence so melancholy. At the 
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same time I remarked, that their sangainary wars, their exten- 
sive and cruel practice of infanticide, their frequent intoxication, 
and their numerous diseases, partly gendered by vicious habits, 
had, according to their own account, diminished the population 
of the island three-fourths within the last forty years ; and, from 
the destructive operation of these causes, there was every reason 
to fear the Hawaiian people would soon be annihilated, unless 
some antidote was found, some barrier opposed, to their depo- 
pulating effects. None, I added, were so strong as moral re- 
straints ; none so efficacious as instruction and civilization ; 
and, above all, the principles and doctrines of the Bible, which 
they could not become acquainted with but by the residence of 
Missionaries among them. Such, I informed them, was the 
opinion of the friends of Missions, who, anxious to ameliorate 
their wretched condition, preserve from oblivion- the remnant 
of the people, place them among the nations of the earth, and 
direct them to the enjoyment of civilized life, and the partici- 
pation of immortality and happiness in another world, had sent 
them the word of God, and Missionaries to unfold to them, in 
their own . language, its divine and invaluable truths.. At the 
close of this interview, some again repeated, that it would be 
a good thing for Missionaries to come ; others expressed doubt 
and hesitation. — p. 287. 

In answer to the charges contained in the para- 
graph last quoted, that the efforts of the Mission- 
aries tend to lay waste the country, I beg to quote 
an account of the effects of Missionary influence, 
which you will not dispute. Referring to the 
return voyage of the Blonde, you speak of being 
greatly interested, as well as its visitors, with the 
small Islarid of Mauti, and its little population. 
You thus express yourself: — 

'^The appearance of a single person in a canoe, with a straw 
hat of the English fashion, and a Spanish cloak of tapa, satisfled 
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them that they were not the first Europeans who had visited this 
place. Two others next came on board, who, to their surprise^ 
produced a written document from that branch of the London 
Missionary Society settled at Tahet6, qualifying them to act as 
teachers in the island of Mauti* These were fine-looking men, 
dressed in cotton shirts, cloth jackets, and matted petticoats in 
lieu of. trousers. On some of the oflScers landing, the whole 
male population assembled to greet them ; and seemed unhappy, 
until all of them had shaken hands. Among them were only two 
women, the wives of the two Missionaries, who were decently 
clothed from head to foot. Proceeding about two miles through 
a shady wood, which improved in beauty as they advanced, 
they found to their surprise and pleasure, that the path ter- 
minated in a beautiful green lawn, where there were two of the 
prettiest white-washed cottages imaginable ; these were the 
dwellings of the Missionaries, who appeared to be the chief per- 
souages on the island. 

^* ' The inside of their habitations corresponded with their 
exterior neatness. The floors were boarded : there were a sofa 
and some chairs of native workmanship : windows, with Vene- 
tian shutters, rendered the apartments cool and agreeable. The 
rooms were divided from each other by screens of tapa; in one 
there was a bed of white tapa, and the floor was covered with 
coloured varnished tapa resembling oil-cloth. We were exceed- 
ingly struck with the appearance of elegance and cleanliness 
of all around us, as well as with the modest and decorous beha- 
viour of the people, especially the women ; all of which formed 
a strong contrast with the habits of the common people of the 
Sandwich Islands : but this is a small community, easily in- 
spected by its teachers, and having, as yet, had" no intercourse 
from without, to disturb the efiects of their admonition and 
example.' — Voyage, p. 210. 

** A church, capable of containing two hundred persons, stood 
on a hill near the cottages ; the pulpit and reading-desk were 
neatly carved and painted with a variety of pretty designs ; and 
the benches for the people are arranged neatly round. Close to 
the church was the burying-place, and the whole had the air of 
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modest simplicity^ which delighted no less than it surprised the 
visitors. 

*' The history of this little island may be found in the Evan* 
gelical Magazine. It belongs to the King of Wateeoo, (dis- 
covered by Cooky in the year 1777,) whose inhabitants, like 
the Taheitans, have been prevailed on by the Missionaries to 
destroy their idols, and relinquish idolatrous worship. The 
king, accompanied by two English Missionaries from Tahait^, 
proceeded shortly afterwards to Mauti, where also he prevailed 
on the people to destroy the marais, and burn the images, and 
left a native teacher to instruct them in the Christian religion* 
The whole popolation ve as supposed not to exceed three hun* 
dred ; their food principally bread-fruit, and Qsh : but they had 
yams, cocoa-nuts, and plantains; a few tame goats, fowls, and 
abundance of pigs. Birds, of rich plumage, and various-tinted 
butterflies, were singing and fluttering in the woods, consisting 
of magnificent forest- trees — and the climate was delicious. 
* These/ says Mr. Bloxam, ' and, above all, the perfect union 
and harmony existing among the natives, presented a succession 
of agreeable pictures which could not fail to delight us.' " 

Now, Sir, I think I might rest the defence of the 
South Sea Missions on this single quotation. Can 
you inform your readers, how the same men, and 
the same means (for however you may misrepresent 
them, they are substantially the same,) can convert 
Mauti into a paradise, and Tahiti and Hawaii into 
a desolate wilderness? Who taught the teachers of 
the inhabitants of Mauti to produce the prettiest 

a 

white-washed cottages imaginable? To whom are 
they indebted for their sofas and their chairs, — their 
Venetian blinds and their beds of tapa ? Justice must 
compel you to acknowledge, thatto the Missionaries 
belong the credit of effecting this wonderful trans- 
formation. Under their hand, by the blessing of 
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God, has this oasis sprung up in the desert ; and 
yet you have written as if they were fanatics 
or knaves, unworthy of the respect or confideuce 
of mankind. It is cruel, it is disingenuous, to hold 
up to ridicule the persons who have gone forth on 
an enterprize of benevolence for the temporal and 
eternal salvation of men ; and the beneficial results 
6? whose labours ought to commend them to the 
approbation of all men. 

That all the officers of the Blonde do not agree 
with some of the statements in the published ac- 
count of the voyage, and sympathize with the mis- 
statements in the Review, I am happy to be able 
to state. From a letter of one of these gentlemen, 
a copy of which is now before me, I give the follow- 
ing extracts :— 

** Id a very recent voyage to the South Seas, I had the oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the effects produced on the hves and man- 
ner of the natives, by the promulgation of the Gospel of our 
blessed Saviour amongst them. To the promoters of that glo- 
rious cause, every attestation of its usefulness must be accept- 
able, and it is under that impression I am prompted to give 
you an account of an interesting scene which occurred to us at 
an island called Mauti, situated about 120 miles M. £. of 
Mangeea Island, in the South Pacific Ocean.'' 

The writer then goes on to state the same par- 
ticulars respecting the native teachers, the cottages, 
and the church, which you have given ; he then 
proceeds, — 

^* That such a scene should strike us with surprise, is not to 
be wondered at ; when it is considered that a very brief period 
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had elapsed^ since vre had expected to have found nothing here 
remoTed from a state of barbarism; thus at once to find the 
savages transformed to a comparative state of civilization, 
professing the same religion^ and adoring the same God as our- 
selveSf naturally impressed our minds with the usefulness of 
missionary efforts, and led us to acknowledge that the hand 
of God must be in all this ; for it were presumptuous to imagine, 
that mere human means could have effected so great a change 
in the short space of two years, which we learn had been the 
period of their intercourse with Europeans; since that time, 
idolatry, which was probably introduced with the first settlers 
on the island, has been so entirely abolished, that no trace of 
its existence is to be found, and Christianity is established on a 
basis which, with the blessing of God, will endure to the end 
of the world, 

" But it was not in the arts of civilized life alone, that we 
could distinguish the improvements of this people ; their man- 
ners bore witness to the regard they had for the instruction 
which had been imparted to them. Their dress, which the heat 
of the climate requires to be scanty, was still such as the strict- 
est modesty would require; and the behaviour of the females 
is entitled to the warmest praise. Instead of the wanton and 
licentious carriage which characterize the females of the South 
Sea Islands, the greatest propriety and modest demeanour pre- 
vailed. From this circumstance alone, we may come to some 
just conclusion as to the extent of reformation in their moral 
character, as that vice is generally allowed to be the most diffi- 
cult to eradicate in the people of these Islands. 

" Another circumstance is all I shall take up your time with ; 
but which deserves to be recorded, as it tends to show their 
confidence, or at least a wish to act conformably to the Gospel, 
which teaches peace and good- will towards men ; their weapons 
of war were readily parted with, a considerable number of 
which they presented us with, receiving in exchange a few 
useful articles. 

•' An Officer of thb Blonde." 
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That it may not be supposed the contradic- 
tions given to your statements rest entirely pn the 
ex parte testimony of Missionaries, though that 
testimony is doubtless most worthy of credit, and 
likely to be more accurate than that of any occa- 
sional visitor ; I am happy to be able to communi- 
cate a document of considerable interest, furnished 
also by a Captain of His Majesty's Navy, who 
visited the South Seas in 1822. Of his own accord, 
and without any reference to the attack in the 
Quarterly Review, he sent the following extracts 
from his journal, with a letter, both of which speak 
more powerfully than any reasonings of mine, and 
therefore I give them entire, without note or com- 
ment. Their importance and interest will excuse 
their length, and relieve the unpleasantness of con- 
troversial discussion. . 

** To the Secretary of the London Missionary Society. 

*< Sir, 

** Upon reading the accompanying extracts from my journal 
to some friends interested' in the labours of the Missionaries 
sent out by your excellent Society, they expressed their opinion 
that the facts therein related would be beneficial to the cause of 
Missions, and that they ought therefore to be published. 

'^ At their suggestion I have taken the liberty of forwarding 
them to you. The journal was written upon the spot, and the 
extracts are sent without alteration of their original garb. 

'* I have great pleasure in assuring you, that you may use 
them in any way you think most likely to conduce to the 
manifestation of the glorious work which the Almighty Spirit 
has wrought in the hearts and lives of the interesting natives of 
the South Sea Islands. 
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** The testimony is a strong one, as I had never felt any 
interest in the labours of Missionaries ; — that I was not only 
not prepossessed in favour of them, bat that I was in a measure 
suspicious of their reports. It will appear as clear as light 
to the spiritual mind, that the account of their state, and the 
gratification experienced in the contemplation of it, was al- 
together of a temporal nature ; — that the progress made 
towards civilization and earthly happiness, in consequence of 
the moral influence of Christianity, was the cause of that 
delight. The hand of a superintending Providence is clearly 
acknowledged, it is true, but it is so only with respect to the 
temporal state. So true it is that the mind itself, untaught by 
the Divine Spirit, knows nothing of the awful and overwhelming 
importance of the eternal interests of the. soul over the things 
of this short-lived scene. 

** But the Lord our God can extract praise and glory to 
himself out of every thing, and therefore a simple statement 
of what I beheld, with the effect it had upon a mind ignorant 
of the secret spring which set the whole in motion, may 
redound to His glory, as much as if the account were dressed 
up in all that language and style could bestow upon it. 

** BUieve me to remain^ 

" Sir, 
'^ Your faithful and obedient Servant, 

" GEORGE C. GAMBIER, 
Captain in the Royal Navy." 
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Extracts from a private Journal, on hoard His Majesty's Ship 

Dauntless. 

« Jan. 10, 1822.— As we passed along the shore of Otaheite, 
with a fine breeze, the disappointments of the past week 
vanished from our remembrance, in the delight experienced in 
viewing this lovely country. Innumerable falls of water 
caused hy the late rains, were seen dashing from height to 
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height, until ihey were lost in the deep rallies. A rich green, 
in many places, extended up to the very top of the high land, 
and the beautiful v allies, abounding in cocoa-nut and bread- 
fruit trees, carried with the ^ight an idea of peaceful happiness 
and contentment. 

** On our arrival in Matavai Bay, Mr. Wilson, one of the 
Missionaries, came on board, and the natives soon crowded 
about the ship, bringing hogs, plantains, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, 
limes, pine-apples, and various other productions of their 
island. Here we instanUy remarked a wonderful difference 
between these and our last visitors, (viz. at the Marquesas.) 
No wild expressions of surprise — no shouts bespeaking the 
aavage — no attempts at plunder — no noise or confusion attended 
their coming on board. This was the first thing which struck 
Qs ; but as we went on, surprise and pleasure at the change, or 
rather at the contrast, increased at every step. The chiefs 
saluted us with a shake of the hand, and their comprehensive 
expression, lii-ora-na, which we understood to mean a wish 
for every thing you most desire for yourself. I accompanied 
Mr. Wilson on shore, and called upon the other Missionaries, 
Messrs. Nott, Hayward, and Jones. 



** After the morning service on Sunday, we were extremely 
gratified at hearing some youths and girls, and a great number 
of very fine children, say their catechism, which is a very long 
one. The silence — the -order preserved — the attention and 
devotion paid to the subject, surprised and pleased me beyond 
measure. Notwithstanding that we were present, who at all 
other times drew crowds of the children and natives after us, 
tiheir attention was by no means distracted. After the cate- 
chism they sang a psalm, and concluded by one of the youths 
praying extempore. 

Am wc were returning to the beach to go on board, it came 
on to rain. Many of the natives came round us, to beg we 
would take shelter in their houses. We went into the.nearest, 
and were quickly offered whatever the hut afforded, to eat* 
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Amongst other things they showed ns was their Bible.* This 
was highly prized, and safely replaced under the pillow of an 
old woman, who had produced it with much pride and satis- 
faction. This little trait struck me forcibly, and determined 
me to find out whether this was an extraordinary instance of 
the attachment of the aatives to the book which contained the 
fundamental laws of our religion. I therefore went into other 
huts, and was gratified with the same sight. There was no 
ostentation in the thing — it was evidently heartfelt. They 
showed it as a treasure, to obtain which they had laboured, 
contrary to their usual habits ; and looked upon it now as a 
friend who had afforded them a degree of interest, and a sub- 
ject for conversation and thought, of which they had hitherto 
no idea. It told them of duties which were unheard of before 
— it preached to them gentleness and kindness to each other — 
gratitude and affection to their parents — compassion and assist- 
ance to the aged and infirm* These they now practise more 
rigidly than we do in England, and particularly the last. Under 
their own religion, the sick and the old were abandoned to their 
fate, and treated as objects of ridicule; but now the children are 
seen bringing their aged parents to the church, that they may par- 
take of the pleasure they themselves derive from the explana- 
tion of the Bible. A great many can read and write, and the 
schools for the children were going on well. 

'^ On the morning of the 13th, Mr. Crook and Mr. Bicknell 
came on board, and accompanied us on a visit to Uie Queen« 
Her house, which has nothing to distinguish it from others, 
(except two or three natives, who parade the enclosure in the 
^capacity of guards,) stands upon a narrow, low point of land, 
forming the south side of the entrance into the harbour of 
Oparre. The other side, and the harbour itself is formed by 
the coral reef. This point is extremely picturesque. It was 
formerly the site of a Morai, and the beautiful trees which 

* It was an English Bible, which of course they could not read ; but it 
was most highly valued, and had been the reward of diligent labour, in 
some way or otiier, volontaiily undertaken in order to obtain it. To have it 
read to them and explained in their own language is their greatest delight. 



37 



were always planted in their places of worship, gave a solemn 
and peaceful effect to its beauty as we rowed by. But there 
arose an awful sensation on first learning the uses to which 
this ground had been consecrated, and viewing those trees, 
whose branches, like those of the weeping willow, having a 
mournful and dejected appearance, so many human victims had 
been sacrificed, to gratify at once the superstitious feelings of 
a degraded people, and the rancour, revenge, or hatred of a 
diabolical priesthood, and a savage king. But now, how 
changed the scene ! The once savage and cruel king, Pomarre, 
lies buried there by hands devoted to the Christian faith. He 
died a Christian ; having abjured, not only the forms of his 
idolatrous religion, but the savage and inhuman actions which 
it warranted. Pomarre, who was seen after one of his vic- 
tories, to string the heads of murdered infants together, and 
drag them after him along the beach, to gratify his horrible 
revenge and exasperated feelings ; two years after he had 
embraced our faith, gained a signal victory over his bitterest 
enemies; and, for humanity's sake, actually forbad the pursuit 
of those who had fled to the mountains. The women and 
children of the vanquished, who, in all other instances, were 
pursued from mountain to mountain, butchered, and hurled 
down precipices, without pity or remorse, were then, not only 
through the orders of the king, but also from the improved 
feelings of the soldiers themselves, treated with the utmost 
tenderness and care. Such was the wonderful effect of the 
beautiful system of morality preached and practised by our 
gracious Saviour upon the minds of these interesting people^ 
Religion is with them the business of their lives. They have 
no idea that ridicule can attach to the performance of those 
duties required of them by the Book of God. And although 
they cannot perfectly obey all the injunctions contained therein,, 
but, like other frail human beings, give way to strong temp- 
tations, yet they go far, very far beyond the generality of U9 
in self-denial, and check propensities which they had formerly 
indulged, and thought there was no wrong in them, merely from 
a ^ense of their being contrary to the divine commands of their 
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Maker. Such, for instance, was theft, of which at present 
scarcely any thing of the sort occurs. 

['' One evening I bad the satisfaction of conversing with Mr. 
Notty and gathered from him many details of what the Mis- 
sionaries had gone through in the prosecution of their duties. 
The journal mentions these at considerable length, and in 
conclusion I find the following remark :] 

*^ Do not these men deserve the support and esteem of every 
sensible and thinking being? They have quitted country, and 
every comfort of this life, to live amid danger and anxiety, 
from a sense of duty! Their reward will be received from 
the great Master whom they thus faithfully serve. He alone 
can duly reward them — to Him alone they look for it. In all 
their professions men serve their country, it is true ; but inde- 
pendent of the joyful feelings created by a sense of this duty, 
they acquire fame by so doing, and to what breast is the love 
of fame a stranger? These Missionaries perform their duties 
amongst savages, regardless of worldly fame, and are looking 
beyond this life for the reward of their labours. 



" A Court of Justice, 

*• Two of the Missionaries met us at the Queen's residence, 
to attend a Court of Justice, for the purpose of trying two 
natives for assaulting an English mechanic in the employ of 
the chiefs of the government. The chiefs insisted upon the 
trial, the man who was ill-treated wishing their release. The 
scene was an interesting one, and we were fortunate in having 
an opportunity of witnessing it. 

" At the time appointed, a great many people of both sexes 
and all ages assembled under some very fine trees, near the 
Queen's house. A small bench was brought for the two judges, 
the rest either stood or sat upon the ground, forming something 
less than a semi-circle. We were provided with low seats 
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near the judges. Mr. Crook was so kind as to interpret to 
U8, as the case went on. The two prisoners wore seated cross- 
legged upon the ground, under the shade of a small tree, ahout 
twenty paces in front of the judges. They were both ill-looking 
men, dressed in the graceful tiputa. When all was ready to 
begin, one of the judges rose and addressed the prisoners at 
considerable length, and with a good deal of action — not violent, 
but firm and gentle motions of the arms. He explained to 
them the accusation which brought them there, and read to 
them the law, under which, if proved guilty, they would be 
punished. When he had finished, and called npon them to say 
whether it was true or not, one of them got up and answered 
with great fluency and good action. He maintained their 
innocence, and called a witness to confirm it. The witness, 
very artfully, turned his evidence to the account of the accused. 
Others also, in some way or other, favoured the accused, and 
the defendants were therefore discharged, from want of evidence 
against them. Such a thing in Otaheite as impartial justice, 
and a pjatient, candid investigation of the truth, in a case 
where the chiefs themselves had brought the ofienders to justice, 
struck us with astonishment, and excited a great interest in 
the scene. The laws are lenient, and appear to be very 
good. They are drawn up by the Missionaries, and the 
punishments are such as turn the labours of offenders to the 
public good. 



" The level land in this part of the island (viz. districts of 
Matavai and Oparre,) is of considerable width, and abundantly 
watered by numerous beautiful streams from the mountains. 
The winding way in -which they glide through this rich and 
lovely tract of ground, gives an idea of a paradise. No sign 
of cultivation appears, but look where you will, the eye meets 
with all that is necessary for the support and comfort of life, in 
that climate, m the greatest profusion. 

" The Otaheitans are considered an indolent people, inca- 
pable of the least exertion. But what can be expected from 
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the inhabitants of a coantry, which, without requiring the 
labour of the husbandman , yields every thing they consider 
necessary and eren luxurious ? This came of their indolence 
appears to be, in a great measure, the reason of the devoted- 
ness they manifest to the precepts and exercises of the 
Christian, religion* Religion is with many of them the whole 
business of their lives. They have no family cares to inter- 
fere with the performance of these duties. Provision for 
their children takes up no part of their thoughts, for the child 
is provided for the moment it receives life — Providence has so 
showered its blessings upon this fruitful land. The introduc- 
tion of Christianity has provided them with a theme for con- 
templation, and a subject of conversation. They possess 
something to engage their leisure hours, (and, indeed, all their 
hours are so,) instead of the vicious indulgences which stained 
their former lives. 

** The contemplation of the future welfare of these islands 
is very pleasing. There is great encouragement to clothe 
them with every happiness that civilization and religion can 
bestow. The minds of the people, free from bigotry, gentle 
and affectionate, are like a rich soil, which only requires 
good seed, and a moderate share of attention, to bring it to 

perfection, 

• « « « « 

** On Wednesday afternoon, we attended a native divine 
service. It was begun with a hymn; then Mr. Nott, who 
did duty, prajed extempore for some length, and then read 
a pasEage from the Scripture, upon which he preached with 
great fluency in the Otaheitan language. The church was 
well attended, though not so full as on Sundays, when it is 
crowded. Almost all the women, young and old, were habited 
in the European manner. The most perfect order reigned 
the whole time of the service. The devout attention these poor 
people paid to what was going forward, and the earnestness 
with which they listened to their teacher, would shame an 
English congregation. I declare I never saw any thing to 
equal it ! Objects of the greatest curiosity at all other times, 
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they paid no sort of attention to us during the solemnity of 
their worship* After it was over, crowds, as usual, gathered 
round to look at onr uniforms, to them so new and uncommon. 
I looked round very often daring the sermon, and saw not one 
of the congregation flag in their attention to it. Every fac& 
was directed to the preacher, with sincerity and pleasure in it 
strongly marked. I had heard of the success of the Mission- 
aries before I came to Otaheite, and after making great allow- 
ance for exaggeration in the accounts they had sent home, 
there remained sufficient to lead me to anticipate that they 
had done a great deal. But I now declare, their accounts were 
beyond measure modest ; and far from colouring their success, 
they had not deiscribed it equal to what I found it. It is 
impossible to describe the sensations experienced on seeing 
the poor natives of Otaheite walking to a Protestant Church, 
in the most orderly and decent manner, with their books in 
their hands, and most of them dressed in European clothes. 
Having just quitted the Marquesas, where we saw the very 
state the Otaheitans were in at the time of their first visitors, 
we of • course saw the change to great advantage ; and the 
magnitude of it is so astonishing, that all has the appearance 
of a dream. When, however, fully convinced of the reality, 
the hand of an Almighty Providence is distinctly acknowledged. 
** That the people themselves feel and own the benefit of the 
change, is a source of great gratification. They congratulate 
themselves upon the abolition of those idolatrous practices, 
which exposed their lives to the caprices of their fiendish 
priests; for, when human sacrifices were wanted, the mur- 
derers were generally sent to despatch those who bad offended 
the priesthood. 

« « « « « 

'< I now bid farewell to Otaheite, exceedingly gratiBed by all 
I have seen and heard of this truly interesting island and its 
inhabitants. I never expected to find them such as they are, 
that is, advancing wiUi rapid strides towards civilization and 
happiness. 
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" Island of Huahine. 

*^ At about ten o*clock on the morning of the 20th of January, 
1822, the ship being hove to outside the reef, a party of us 
proceeded towards the Village of Farree. After passing the 
reef of coral which forms the harbour, astonishment and delight 
kept us silent for some moments, and was succeeded by a 
burst of unqualified admiration at the scene before us. We 
were in an excellent harbour, upon whose shores industry and 
comfort were plainly perceptible ; for in every direction, white 
cottages, precisely English, were seen peeping from amongst 
the rich foliage, which every where clothes the low land in 
these islands. IJpun various little elevations, beyond these, 
were others, which gave extent and animation to the whole. 
The point on the left in going in, is low, and covered with 
wood, with several cottages along the shore. On the right, 
the high land of the interior slopes down with a gentle, gradual 
descent, and terminates in an elevated point, which juts out 
into the harbour, forming two little bays. The principal and 
largest is to the left, viewing them from seaward ; in this, and 
extending up the valley, the village is situated. The other, 
which is small, has only a few houses-^but so quiet, so retired^ 
that it seems the abode of peace and perfect content. ' 

** Our landing attracted a multitude of both sexes and all 
ages, and although objects of great curiosity to them, they were 
most gentle and orderly in their conduct towards, us. Never 
molesting us by crowding too near, but anxious to please by 
showing us to the houses of the Missionaries, or any other 
little good offices in their power. 

*^ In company with the Missionaries, Mr. Ellis and Mr. 
Barff, we visited the church. It is a large, airy building, fitted 
up with some pews for the Queen and principal chiefs, with a 
good reading desk and pulpit. It will contain about two thou- 
sand people, and is always full on the Sabbath, when every 
islander, with the exception of only four or five, repairs thither 
with pleasure. This district now contains all the inhabitants of 
the island, about two thousand, who have abandoned their 
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habitations, in other parts to collect round the Missionaries, in 
order to have the benefit of their instruction. The natives^ 
finding it was impossible for the Missionaries to attend con* 
stantly in the different districts, came of their own accord to 
this resolution, and now visit their property once,, twice, or 
three times a week, as they find it necessary. Besides prayers 
on the Sabbath, there is a meeting in the church on Monday 
evenings, when portions of the Scriptures are read by the 
natives, and explanations given by the Missionaries. This is 
called a conversation meeting, and is well attended, as we had 
an opportunity of remarking. On Wednesday evenings, regular 
service is always performed. The conversations are all at the 
request of the natives themselves, the Missionaries appearing 
to adopt the plan of allowing them perfect freedom in such 
things. The Christian religion is indeed firmly established — the 
natives act up to its precepts, and perform their devotions with 
cheerfulness and joy ; and look upon the time thus spent as 
the most important and the most delightful of their lives. 
Besides, they regard it as the cause of their present happi* 
ness and tranquillity, and cherish it accordingly with enthu- 
siasm. 

*' From the church, we proceeded to the Queen's house, and 
were followed by between two and three hundred fine children. 
The greater part of them, we were told, could read and write 
very well. They are exceedingly quick and docile. I stopped 
and looked upon them for a few moments with feelings I cannot 
describe, when I remembered that had it not been for the hea- 
venly influence of our religion, more than three-fourths of 
these fine children would never have reached the age they 
had ; but had been sacrificed, while infants, to diabolical cus- 
tom, or causes of infamy. These are the rewards these ex- 
cellent men possess. What must be the feelings of their 
hearts, when they look round upon the numbers of human 
beings they have Jbeen made, through Divine Providence, the 
instruments of saving from death, and conferring upon them 
civilization, happiness, and content ! 

** Industry flourishes here. The chiefs take a pride in 
building their own houses, which are now all after the 
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European manner, and think meanly of themselves if they do 
not excel the lower classes in the arts necessary for the con- 
struction. Their wives also surpass their inferiors in making 
cloth. The Queen and her daughter-in-law received us in 
their neat little cottage, dressed in the English fashion. The 
former is an elderly woman, and bears an excellent character. 
She had lately the misfortune of losing her only son, a pro« 
* mising youth of nineteen, to the great grief of all the people. 
The furniture of her house was all made on the island, by the 
natives, with a little instruction originally from the Mission- 
aries, and consisted of sofas, with backs and arms, with rope 
bottoms, really very well constructed ; tables and beds by the 
same artificers. There were curtains to the windows made of 
their white cloth, with dark leaves stained upon it for a border, 
which gave a cheerful and comfortable air to the rooms. The 
bed-rooms were up stairs, and were perfectly dean and neat. 
These comforts they prize exceedingly, and such is the desire 
for them, that a great many cottages, after the same plan, are 
rising up every where in the village. 

^* The sound of industry was music to my ears. Hammers, 
saws, and adzes were heard in every direction. Houses in 
frame met the eye in all parts, in different stages of forward- 
ness. Many boats after our manner were building, and lime 
burning for cement and white-washing. 

** Upon walking through the village, we were very much 
pleased to see that a nice, dry, elevated foot-path or causeway 
ran through it, which must add to their comfort in wet weather, 
when going to prayers in their European dresses. As we 
stopped occasionally to speak to some of the natives standing 
near their huts, w^ had frequent opportunities of observing 
the value they set upon the comforts of an English style of 
cottage, and other things, introduced among them of late. 
They said they were ashamed to invite ns into their huts, but 
that their other house was building, and then they would be 
happy to see us there. 

" Upon our return to the houses of the Missionaries, we 
were most kindly and hospitably entertained. Afterwards I 
walked out to endeavour to get to the point, which I mentioned 
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before as projecting into the sea, and formed the division 
between the two bays. When I had reached it« I sat down to 
enjoy the sensations created by the lovely scene before me. 
I cannot describe it; but it possessed charms independent of 
the beautiful scenery and rich vegetation. The blessings of 
Christianity were diffused amongst the fine people who in- 
habited it ; a taste for indastrions employment had taken deep 
root; a praiseworthy emulation to excel' in the arts which 
contribute to their welfare and comfort, had seized upon all, 
and, in consequence, civilization was advancing with won- 
derfully rapid strides. These happy beings take great delight 
in the exercise of their religion ; and although in opposition to 
the propensities which were supposed to form leading features 
in their character, they practise many of the virtues inculcated 
by it. Revengeful feelings are checked upon that account, and 
great forbearance shown under injuries. 

*' I passed the rest of the evening, with great enjoyment, 
in the society of the excellent Missionaries, and their truly 
excellent wives, and with the gentlemen deputed by the 
London Missionary Society, to enquire into the state of these 
Missions. 

Thus far Captain Gambler, whose candid, in- 
genuous, and judicious observations, stand admi- 
rably contrasted with the ignorant and vulgar mis- 
representations of such men as Captain Beechey. 

While engaged in quoting testimonies in support 
of the work, from those who have not themselves 
been parties to it, I trust I may be excused from 
adding one or two more. I am happy for the 
honour of the service, that these testimonies are 
borne by naval officers, and foreigners, as greater 
dependence will be placed upon them by those 
who look at the labours and reports of Missionaries 
with suspicion. 
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Captain Grimes, of the Hope, \vho touched at 
Haahine, in April, 1821, observes, "The natives 
of thi3 Island place the greatest confidence in their 
teachers, (Messrs. Ellis and Barff,) and act at all 
times by their advice. They are advancing fast in 
civilization. Their houses are neatly built and 
fitted up ; some of them two stories high, lathed 
and plastered, and divided into apartments ; and 
they seem to enjoy the comfort of their new habi- 
tations. The convicts are building a quay, which 
is intended as the site of some chiefs' houses ; the 
stones for this purpose are carried on rafts from 
the reefs. The chapel (comparatively speaking) is 
a fine building, and well fitted up ; all the principal 
persons having pews, with pews for the families of 
the Missionaries. The other part of the chapel is 
filled with neat stools, some of which have books. 

"On the Sabbath I attended the native service,and 
was surprised to see the regularity and good order 
observed. The children were ushered in by their 
teachers in their several classes, with as much 
uniformity as we should see in the children of a pub- 
lic school in London."— Cap*. Grimes's Journal. 

The following letter from Captain Henry, of the 
BrigGovernorMacquarie, bears also a very pleasing 
and decided testimony. 

*' Brigy Governor Macquarie^ off Otaheite, Feb, 3, 1823. 
** On my way hither, I had occasion to call at High Island, 
(or Ravaivai,) to procure provisions; and the circnmsianees 
which then came under my immediate knowledge and observa^ 
tion, are of a nature so truly gratifying, and in which the great 
object of the Christian world is so closely interested, that I 
conceive a detail of them will afford you a similar gratiGcation* 
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^ It was Sunday when I made the land ; and I went on 
shore early in the morning. The natives were all assemhled to 
go to church. My presence detained them nearly an hour 
heyond the usual time of service. How affecting and delight- 
ful was the scene which presented itself I Each individual, on 
entering the churchy kneeled down and uttered a prayer ; when 
Para, the person whom King Pomarre left there for' the purpose 
of instructing the natives, performed the service of the day. 
There were 848 assembled at the church for the worship of 
the universal God ; 700 were within, and the rest were outside, 
unable to gain an entrance. 

•• The very quiet, devout, and orderly manner, in which they 
conducted themselves, not only in church, but during the 
Sabbath, awakened my highest admiration. 

^' The whole of their gods are mutilated, removed from their 
morais, and were converted into stools at the entrance of the 
church, which is very neatly built ; the ground is nearly covered 
with grass, and provided with a sufficient number of forms. Its 
length is 117 feet, and breadth 27* 

*^ There are about twenty-five who have not yet adopted the 
religion of the Saviour, but who have renounced idolatry. 
They say, * We have no books, no proper Missionaries to in- 
struct us ; and we will wait till one comes, before we become 
Christians.' The rest appear very anxious that they should 
have a guide, like the happy islanders of this place. . 

" This surprising and happy change has taken place within 
the short space of only four months ! It happened upon a 
great feast day, when all the natives and chiefs were assembled, 
" The chief of the island, Tahuhu, together with Para, (the 
teacher,) most earnestly solicited that they might have a Mis- 
sionary sent to instruct them. I promised my utmost efforts to 
effect their wishes ; and I doubt not, Gentlemen, your wishes 
and your feelings will accord with mine in their common and 
desirable object— the enlightening of these people in the know- 
ledge of our Saviour, and the road to happiness and eternal life. 

" I am, &c. 
(Signed) " SAMUEL P. HENRY." 
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To some of the French navigators we are also 
indebted for a very pleasing account of the change 
produced. 



*^ Extract from a Letter addresned to hU Excellency the French 
Minister of Marine, by M.Duperry, Lieutenant and Commander 
of His Majesty's Corvette, La Coquille* 

** At four o*clock in the evening we anchored in Matavai Bay^ 
without having a single invalid on board, notwithstanding the 
difficult passage we had effected. 

" When Wallis, Bougainville, Cook, and Vancouver touched 
at this island, they were boarded by a great number of canoes ; 
we were, therefore, very much surprised to see none approaching 
us. We, however, soon learned the reason, every body was at 
chapel. 

*' The next day the inhabitants in great numbers brought us 
provisions of all kinds. The Missionaries assemble the whole 
population, consisting of 7000 souls, every year in the church of 
Papahoa. This meeting was holding at the moment' of our 
arrival. They discussed the articles of a Code of Laws proposed 
by the Missionaries, and the Taheitan chiefs mounted the tribune 
and spoke for whole hours with much warmth. 

** The state of the Island of Tahiti is now very different from 
what it was in the days of Cook. The Missionaries of the 
Society of London have entirely changed the manners and cus- 
toms of the inhabitants. Idolatry exists no longer; they pro- 
fess generally the Christian religion ; the women no longer come 
on board the vessels, and they are very reserved on all occa- 
sions. Their marriages are celebrated in the same manner as ia 
Europe, and the King confines himself to one wife. The women 
are also admitted to the table with their husbands. The infamous 
Society of the Arreoys exists no longer; the bloody wars in 
which the people engaged, and human sacrifices, have entirely 
ceased since 1816. All the natives ban read and write, and have 
religious books translated into their language, printed either at 
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Tafailiy Ulitea^ or Eimeo. They liave built handsome churches, 
where they repair twice in the week, and show the greatest 
attention to the discourses of the preacher. It is common to 
see numerous individuals take notes of the most interesting 
passages of the sermons they hear/' 

I leave these extracts and testimonies to produce 
their own impression on the reader's mind ; satisfied 
that only one opinion can be entertained respecting 
the marvellous and happy change which has taken 
place on the benighted and wretched inhabitants 
of the Society Islands. The man who refuses to 
acknowledge it, must be incapable of receiving 
right impressions from the most powerful and satis- 
factory evidence; and he who admits the change, 
but denies that the preaching and influence of 
Christianity have produced it, had need to consider 
how far the divine address is applicable to him. 
" Behold ye despisers, and wonder and perish, for 
I work a work in your day, which ye will in no 
wise believe, though a man declare it unto you." 
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The obvious design and tendency of your re- 
marks on the state of religion in the Sandwich 
Islands, are to produce an unfavourable opinion of 
the American Missionaries who are there employed. 
Your account of the first introduction of Christi- 
anity into those Islands, and its preceding and 
accompanying circumstances, is such a mixture of 
fact and fable, that the best reply to it will be 
found in the simple and intelligible account previ- 
ously given by Mr. Ellis. 

'^ The atteDtion of the American churches was at length 
directed to the Sandwich Islands. Their sympathies were 
awakened, and resulted in a generous effort to meliorate the 
wretchedness of their inhabitants. A Society already existed, 
under the name of the American Board of CommUsianers for 
Foreign Mimons, the chief seat of whose operations was in 
the city of Boston, Massachusetts, though including among 
its members many distinguished individuals in different states 
of the Union. 

*' In the autumn of 1819, a select and eflScient band of Mis- 
sionaries was appointed by this Society to establish a Mission 
in the Sandwich Islands. They landed at Kairua, in Hawaii, 
on the 4th of February, 1820, and had the satisfaction to find 
the way in a measure prepared for them, by one of those 
remarkable events, which distinguish the eras in the history of 
nations, whether barbarous or civilized. This, was no other 
than the abolition of the national idolatry, which, though it 
was closely interwoven with all the domestic and civil institu- 
tions of every class of the inhabitants, upheld by the combined 
influence of a numerous body of priests, the arbitrary power 
of warlike chiefs, and the sanction of venerable antiquity, had 
been publicly and authoritatively prohibited by the king, only a 
few months before their arrival. The motives, which influenced 
the monarch of Hawaii in this decisive measure, the war it 
occasioned, and the consequences which ensued, are detailed 
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in the following narrative. The Missionaries could not but 
view it as a remarkable interposition of Divine Providence in 
their favour, and a happy prelude to the introduction of that 
gospel which they had conveyed to their shores. They had 
naturally expected that their landing would be opposed 
by the institutions of a system, which, however degrading and 
oppressive iu its influence, had presented more than human 
claims to the support of its adherents, — and to be withstood by 
a Dfumerous and influential class of priests, whose craft would 
be endangered so soon as they should present the paramount 
claims of the true God to the homage of the heart and uniform 
obedience of the life. Instead of this, they found the laws of 
the Tabu entirely abrogated, and priests no longer existing as 
a distinct body, but merged in the other classes of the cqm- 
mnnity. The whole nation was without any religion, and in 
this respect at least prepared to receive the dispensation of 
the gospel^ recommended as it was*, by an exemption from all 
the miseries of their former system, and the animating prospects 
of life and immortality. Notwithstanding this, the Mission- 
aries, in the commencement of their efforts to instmct the 
natives, met with some opposition from misinformed and jealous 
individuals, who entertained groundless suspicions as to the 
ultimate object of their mission. This, however, was overruled 
by Karaimoku, Keopuolani, and other leading chiefs, and the 
king willingly allowed them to remain at least for a year.'* — p.l4. 

Such was the state in which the people were 
found when first visited by the American Mission- 
aries. But, according to Mrs. Graham's account, 
which you* quote with approbation, *' Christianity 
was planted by the spontaneous will of the natives, 
before any Mission even of persuasion had reached 
them !" This would, indeed, have been a new thing 
in the earth. It M^ould no longer be proper to 
ask, ^' Hath a nation changed its gods, which 
are yet no gods?" Christianity planted in a 
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nation without even a Mission of persuasion ! 
Why this would be more marvellous, than all the 
marvellous events recorded in the history of Mis- 
sionary enterprize. No, Sir, idolatry was abolish- 
ed, and the Tabu destroyed ; but Christianity was 
not introduced by the spontaneous, uninstructed 
desire of the people ; but after a Mission of Christian 
men had taught them what it is. The knowledge 
of Christianity before, and the profession made of 
it by one or two of them submitting to the form of 
baptism, were too vague and unmeaning to deserve 
the name of Christianity. 

It is plainly your object to deprive the Americans 
of the honour of introducing Christianity among 
this people ; and hence the world must be told, 
and expected to believe, that the people introduced 
and established it themselves. 

In prosecution of the «ame purpose, we are fur- 
nished with the following account of the abolition 
of the worship of Pel6 : — 

** No one can wonder that these enormous volcanoes, from 
which they have so frequently suffered, should have inspired 
the simple natives of Owhyhee with terror and superstition. 
We learn without surprise that even down to the other day, 
neither the Missionaries nor the officers of the Blonde could 
without considerable difficulty prevail on the inhabitants to 
accompany them to Kirauea. The king, with all the assistance 
of his chiefs, and all the endeavours of the Missionaries, strove, 
and strove in vain, to put down the worship of PeU ; nothing, 
it seemed, was ever to be able to expel the belief that the 
goddess, when offended, visited the children of men with 
thunder, lightning, earthquakes, and streams of liquid fire — 
the instruments of her mighty power and vengeance. What 
the united efforts, however, of kings, and chiefs, and Mission- 
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aries^ failed to accomplish^ has been brought about by the 
heroic act of one woman : but we shall leave it to Mr. 
Bloxam to describe this courageous enterprise, worthy an 
apostle of old, of Kapiolani. 

This lady, he says, * the wife of Nahi, a female chief of the highest 
rank, had recently embraced Christianity ; and, desirous of pro- 
pagating it, and of undeceiving the natives as to their false gods, 
she resolved to climb the mountain, descend into the crater, and, 
by thus braving the volcanic deities in their very homes, convince 
the inhabitants of the island that God is God alone, and that 
the false subordinate deities existed only in the fancies of their 
weak adorers. Thus determined, and accompanied by a Mis- 
sionary, she, with part of her family, and a number of follow- 
ers, both of her own vassals and those of other chiefs, ascended 
Pcli. At the edge of the first precipice that bounds the sunken 
plain, many of her followers and companions lost courage, and 
turned back; at the second, the rest earnestly entreated her to 
desist from her dangerous enterprise, and forbear to tempt the 
powerful gods of the fires* But she proceeded ; and on the very 
verge of the crater caused the hut we were now sheltered in to 
be constructed for herself and people. Here she was assailed 
anew by their entreaties to return home, and their assurances, 
that if she persisted in violating the houses of the goddess, she 
would draw on herself, and those with her, certain destruction. 
Her answer was noble : — " I will descend into the crater,^ said 
she ; * and if I do not return safe, then continue to worship 
Peli: but if I come back unhurt, you must learn to adore the 
God who created Peli." She accordingly went down the steep 
and difficult side of the crater, accompanied by a Missionary, 
and by some whom love or duty induced to follow her. Arrived 
at the bottom, she pushed a stick into the liquid lava, and stirred 
the ashes of the burning lake. The charm of superstition was 
at that moment broken. Those who had expected to see the 
goddess, armed with /lame and sulphurous smoke, burst forth 
and destroy the daring heroine who thus braved her in her 
very sanctuary, were awe-struck when they saw the fire 
remain innocuous, and the flames roll harmless, as though 
none were preseot. They acknowledged the greatness of the 
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God of Kapiolani; and from that time few indeed have been 
the offerings, and little the reverence offered to the fires of Peli/ 
— Voyage, pp. 187, 188. 

" What a sublime subject to exercise the powers of the 
pencil ! — the bottom of a deep crater, vomiting forth streams 
of Igneous lava, a terrified group receding from the fiery fur- 
nace, a Missionary in the attitude of prayer, while Kapiolani, 
with a rod in her hand, marches with confident step to the very 
orifice of the gulf, to dissolve for ever the spell which had 
bound these islanders from time immemorial to the service of 
the terrific goddess ; — a spell which was too powerful for all 
the art and eloquence of the Missionaries to deal with. It 
was in vain they set up, as they were wont to do, Jehovah in 
opposition to Pel^ : it seems never to have occurred to these 
worthy men, that a simple practical explanation of the power 
of steam might have done more to weaken the belief of her 
votaries than five hundred sermons .'' 

All this is very poetical and picturesque; but 
unfortunately it partakes a good deal of the ro- 
mantic, and is very far from being correct. Where 
did Mr. Bloxam learn that ** the worship of Pel6 
is now no more?" Where did he learn that the 
abolition of her worship was thus effected t It is 
true Kapiolani visited the crater ; but she was not 
the first native who had approached it; and her 
visit was in the course of one of her journies through 
the island. She went down, it is true, to convince 
her companions that their superstitious fears were 
vaia; but it is too much to ascribe the destruc- 
tion of the worship of the goddess of fire to this 
adventure. When the writer of the narrative of 
the Blonde talks of *' the lady climbing the 
mountain," and approaching the first and second 
precipices, — he only shows that he knows nothing 
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of the subject on which he writes. The ascent to 
the crater is so easy and gradual, that it is but at 
the rate of two feet in the hundred ; and there is 
no ledge or precipice till you approach the very 
edge of the sunken plain. 

As facts are always better than fiction^ the reader, 
I have no doubt, will be gratified by the simple 
account of this transaction, furnished by Mr. Good- 
rich,| the Missionary, who accompanied Kapiolaui. 
The following letter, as the date shows, was written 
long before the voyage of the Blonde was publish- 
ed, or the article in the Quarterly Review ap- 
peared. 

'' Waiakea, Hawaii, April 18, 1825. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
Nothing very material occarred here after you left, until 
some time in the fall, when Naihi and Kapiolani left Hararoah 
for Kan, to search for sandal- wood on the eastern side of Mau- 
naroa, and also to diffuse around the blessing of the gospel of 
peace. While thereabont, they built several school-houses, 
and one or two meeting-houses ; one meeting-house and school- 
house they built at Kapapala. We heard several reports that 
Kapiolani intended to visit the volcano, and from thence to^ go 
to Waiakea. Many tried to dissuade her from going up to Pelt's 
dominion, telling her that she would certainly be killed and 
eaten by Pel^. She replied that she would go up there, and 
if PeU killed her and eat her up, then they must worship 
Pel^; but if she returned safe and nnhnrt, then they must 
turn and worship Jehovah, for he was the true God. At another 
time, a femtde came to Kapiolani, affirming that she was a god, 
calling herself FelL Kapiolani told her that she was not a 
god. She still persisted in it that she was god, and in order 
to prove it, said that she had a palapala. Kapiolani told her 
to take it out and read it; she at first refused, but at last 
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Kapiolani laid her commands upon her ; she then took out a 
little hit of tapa, with a few crooked marks upon it^ and 
muttered over something to prove her deityship. Naihi^ by 
the way, asked her if she would eat some fish and poi ; no, 
she replied, she was a god^ and did not want any thing to 
eat. Kapiolani then told her) that all she had said was false, 
and that she had a palapala, by which she could prove that she 
was no god. Kapiolani then took out her hymn book, and 
read to her of the true God ; on hearing which, Pel4 imme- 
diately forsook her, and she <!onfessed that she was do god. 
Naihi then asked her if she would eat some fish and poi, of 
which she readily accepted and ate heartily. Kapiolani then 
reprimanded her sharply for imposing upon and deceiving the 
people, and ordered her back to work for her living. 

** Towards the latter part of December, we heard that 
Kapiolani was on the way to the volcano. I set out immediately 
to go up there and meet her, and accompany her down here. 
I met her 'about twelve o'clock, on the eastern side of the 
crater, and truly it was a happy, and an afiectiug scene. She 
extended her friendly hand, but could not speak for a time, 
still clasping my hand; but when she did speak, the first 
words that she uttered were, that she was very hungry for the 
Word of Life, for it had been a long time since she had heard 
any preaching. When seated on the brink of the crater, at 
the house prepared for her accommodation, her first request 
was to have me select a hymn for singing, and lead in prayer. 
Soon after, a sumptuous dinner was served up, consisting of 
hogs, fish, and poi. The next day we all descended down 
to the black ledge, fifty or sixty in number; on the edge 
of which we united in singkig and prayer. Kapiolani and her 
attendants went about one quarter of the way round upon the 
black ledge, and then returned. Myself and eight or ten others 
went round the west side, and to the south end of the place that 
was red hot, when we made the tour of the island ; the whole 
of the south end that was then liquid and boiling, appears to 
be raised up more than a hundred feet, so that it does not look 
like the same place. On my return, I descended to the bottom 
at the north end, crossing from west to east; we descended 
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and ascended on the east side from tbe top of the crater. 
Sometime in the course of the night following, a new crater 
broke out in the middle of the large crater, ^ind hy day-light 
it had run thirty or forty rods ; as soon as it was sufficiently 
light, I descended near to the place that had broke out anew ; 
part of. the lava was thrown into the air forty or fifty 
feet, while the larger part boiled out like water from a spring. 
I stood gazing within a few rods of it, when I heard a cracking 
among the lava some distance behind ; I judged it expe- 
dient to retrace my steps. I visited the volcano again in 
February, in company with Mr. Chamberlaiui for the purpose 
of ascertaining more accurately its dimensions. By measuring 
round it, we made the circumference full seven miles and a 
half; we measured inside of the high bluff, on the north-east 
side, we took angles of elevation upon the black ledge, and 
likewise at two differenjt stations at the bottom, but they 
differed so much in working them, I could place no dependance 
upon them, owing in a great measure to the unevenness of the 
bottom. You would be surprised to find it made up of such 
hills and vallies as it actually is at the bottom; there were 
twelve different places where it was red hot. One place that 
I travelled over on the bottom, when I was up before, had 
been overrun to the depth of thirty or forty feet. I made the 
black ledge, according to trigonometrical measurement, upwards 
of nine hundred feet below the top of the crater, but it appears 
much too large ; I think that it cannot be correct ; or its cor- 
rectness must be proved by some future observations. The 
prospects of usefulness are continually increasing ; more espe- 
cially since the visit of Kapiolaui, in the latter part of Decem- 
ber. Mauro, with his company, and Namuha, with her 
attendants, form a school of a* hundred scholars. Mauro says 
that he intends to do more. Kapupa, the chief over Wairuku, 
has lately had a teacher sent from Laliaina, especially to 
instruct him and his people. He has not attended meeting on 
the Sabbath till of late. Our house of worship is crowded to 
running over on the Sabbath. 

" JOSEPH GOODRICH." 
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This was unquestionably a very interesting scene ; 
but the individual^ who must have known better 
than any other its results, says not one word of its 
being the great cause of the ruin of Pelt's worship ; 
much less that' it ceased from that day. How 
utterly absurd, as well as unfounded is your re- 
mark, that ^* what the united efforts of Kings and 
Chiefs, and Missionaries failed to accomplish, has 
been brought about by the heroic act of one woman." 
It would have been truly wonderful, had this heroic 
act ** dissolved a spell which was too powerful for 
all the art and all the eloquence of the Missionaries 
to deal with." I readily admit, Sir, that all the art 
and all the eloquence of ihe Missionaries would 
have been of little avail against the power of idola- 
try. But I am equally satisfied that it would have 
resisted all the heroism of this female apostle, 
unaided by a more powerful energy than her 
own. 

It is not correct what you assert, that "it was in 
vain the Missionaries set up as they were wont to 
do, Jehovah in opposition to PeI6." Who had 
made Kapiolani a Christian, but Jehovah? Many 
of the natives had previously professed a veneration 
for the true God: and the national idolatry, by 
your own account, had -long before been aban- 
doned. 

You cannot conclude your account of this trans- 
action, intended to deprive the Missionaries of the 
houour of establishing the worship and supremacy 
of Jehovah, without a sneer, and a misrepresenta- 
tion. You say, ** It never seems to have occurred to 
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these worthy men, that a simple practical explana- 
tion of the power of steam might have done more 
to weaken the belief of her votaries, than five 
hundred sermons." Now, Sir, without noticing 
your foolish comparison between the power of a 
steam experiment, and the preaching of Christianity, 
what will your readers say of your justice or accu- 
racy, when what you affirm never occurred to these 
worthy men, actually did occur to them, and that 
the fact must have been known to you, if you had 
read with attention the very book you profess to 
review? In making the flippant remark I have 
quoted, is it possible yon could have over-looked 
the following passage?— 

'* As far as their language and mental capability admitted, 
we endeavoured to explain some of the causes of volcanic . fire ; 
and illustrated them by the force of gunpowder, with the 
effects of which the natives are familiar; and assuring them 
that the expansive power of steam is much greater than that of 
gunpowder." — Ellis, p. 222* 

So much for your impartiality, and for the want 
of ** common sense," displayed by " these worthy 
men in their methods of proceeding." 

In the following paragraph the conduct of all 
the American Missionaries, and particularly that 
of Mr. Bingham, is strongly condemned : — 

" There was one point, however, on which Lord Byron 
appears justly to have felt some uneasiness, and this was the 
toue, manner, and line of conduct of the American Mission- 
aries, particularly one of the name of Bingham. The influence 
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which this man had acquired over the simple natives, and his 
uncalled-for interference in petty concerns wholly unconnected 
with his mission, were but too manifest on several occasions — 
but never more openly, nor more offensively, than when Boki, 
one Saturday evening, expressed a wish to entertain his coun- 
trymen with an exhibition of phantasmagoria. The young king 
and his sister, with many of the chiefs and people, had assem- 
bled to see the show, when, behold ! a message was received 
from this Bingham, * that, on so near an approach of the 
Sabbath, prayer was a fitter employment !' — and such was the 
ascendancy which this man had gained, that ^ the two poor 
children were carried off in tears, and many of the chiefs 
and people followed to the Missionary meeting.' Mr. Stewart, 
another of the Missionaries, ashamed of the indecency of such 
conduct, was anxious to explain the matter^ by saying that 
they followed the Jewish mode of reckoning, and considered 
Sunday to begin on Saturday at noon. 

'* It is greatly to be feared, indeed, that these (we doubt not, 
'well-intentioned) men are creating much , mischief among these 
simple-minded islanders. They have so little judgment, and 
are so little acquainted with the human heart, as to let their 
zeal out-run discretion on many occasions and in many shapes ; 
and this we knew to be the case before now. But certainly we 
were not prepared for such amazing absurdity as the attempt 
to force the darkest and most dreary parts of puritan discipline 
upon these poor people, whose character and habits make it so 
clear that an exactly opposite course ought to be adopted, by 
those who wish to win them to the pure faith of Him, who, 
with his own lips, proclaimed his burden to be easy." 

" Tone and manner," Sir, are easily condemned, 
but till what is meant by such expressions is made 
more specific, vindication cannot be deemed neces- 
sary. From the connexion, however, it is plain 
you mean to insinuate that Mr. Bingham's in- 
fluence over the people, is too great, and that he 
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exerts it in an injurious manner. This is distinctly 
laid to his charge in the voyage of the Blonde. 
The fact alleged, I suppose, need not be disputed, 
that Mr. Bingham's influence is considers^ble. It 
is exceedingly pleasant to know on such authority 
that it is so. Without considerable influence he 
could be of little use ; and that this influence will 
occasionally operate in regard to matters which 
may not be considered as necessarily connected 
with the peculiar design of his undertaking, it 
would be foolish to deny. Men to whom the 
Islanders have been indebted for a great portion of 
their individual and social happiness, as well as for 
their knowledge of the way of salvation, must be 
looked up to ; and will often be expected to give 
advice where they would much rather be excused 
from interfering. The American Missionary Society, 
like all institutions of the same nature in this 
country, expressly forbids its Missionaries from 
interfering with the civil or political affairs of the 
countries in which its agents are employed. That 
Mr. Bingham not only knows this, but fully ap- 
proves it, will appear from the following extract of 
a letter from him to his friend, Mr. Ellis, who bears 
the most decided testimony to his enlightened zeal 
and prudence. * 

"We have not only no permission," says that 
gentleman, ** from our government, but we are 
strictly forbidden by our directors to interfere in 
the civil, political, or commercial affairs of this 
nation ; so that our sole object as a Mission is to 
propagate the Gospel, and promote the interests of 
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that kingdom which is not of this world/' The 
same thing, Mr. Bingham told Lord Byron in a 
public assembly of the chiefs, to whom in his 
Lordship's presence, he made the same declara- 
tion in their own language. (Blonde, p. 156.) 
The native government knows well the disinterested 
conduct of the Missionaries ; and has had good 
reason both for protecting and confiding in them, in 
opposition to the counsels which it has received 
from other quarters. 

The story of the phantasmagoria, is, I have 
reason to believe, very incorrectly told. The prayer 
meeting on the Saturday evening was not of Mr. 
Bingham's planning. The people had been previ- 
ously instructed to make preparation on Saturday 
for the proper observance of the Sabbath. This 
preparation consisted in fetching food from the 
inland plantations, and dressing that food on the 
Saturday, if they did not wish to have it to dress on 
Sunday. But it is right Mr. Bingham should be 
allowed to answer this charge himself. 

** Oaku, Saturday Evening. 
" My Lord, 
** I take the liberty to address you a line, simply to acquaint 
you with the ground of a partial misunderstanding this evening. 
Though we do not regard Saturday evening as belonging to the 
Sabbath, yet the people have been instructed, both by Mr. 
Ellis and ourselves, to make preparation on Saturday for the 
proper observance of the Sabbath. A number of the chiefs 
have been accustomed of late to assemble, of their own 
accord, for social worship among themselves, on Saturday 
evening, and were assembling for that purpose this evening* 
This will, I hope, account for the apparent relaclance of some 
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of them to receive your truly kind, attention ; seyeral asked 
our advice, and we told them expressly we would not detain 
them from the exhibition, which you had kindly proposed to 
show them, but would have them act their own pleasure. 

** This, I assured Mr. Ball, was the fact,' when he came to 
my house for Mr. Pitt 

*' I have taken the liberty to make this explanation, in order 
to show you that we would studiously avoid any interference in 
any of your intercourse with the chiefs; and while I can 
assure you I entertain a high sense of the honour and the 
kindness which you and your honoured king, and highly- 
favoured country, have done this nation, I cherish the hope that 
those efforts on your part may, in connexion with our feeble 
exertions, be crowned with happy and complete success. You 
will therefore allow me the honour to be, 

« My Lord, 

" Very respectfully and sincerely your*s, 

•^ N. BINGHAM.'' 
'» To the Right Hon. Lord Byron.'' 



I acknowledge, Sir, I am n6t.at all surprised to 
hear your allegations, ^' that the Missionaries have 
little acquaintance with the human heart;" that 
"their zeal outruns discretion;" that **they force 
the darkest and most dreary parts of puritan disci- 
pline upon the poor people," &c. &c; All this, 
Sir, we expect as matter of course. You and we 
judge of these things by a different rule ; and till 
the meaning and authority of that rule be mutually 
acknowledged, it would be vain to expect agree- 
ment. Be assured. Sir, that we know and feel, 
though in a different sense from what your Reviewer 
appears yet to have done, that "the burden of 
Christ is easy ;" and that the inhabitants of the 
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Sandwich Islands have reason to feel this too, I 
will prove by your own statements. 



** When Tamehameha died, all chiefs^ according to custom, 
had a tooth or two broken out of their head to commemorate 
the event ' Our friend Boki/ says Mr. Bloxam, * had four 
of his front teeth sacrificed on that occasion ; and the operation 
must have been severe ; he was laid on his back, and his mouth 
filled with tapa; a sharp instrument was placed' at the root 
of the teeth, and at one blow they were all knockfsd out at 
once.' The ladies, on the same occasion, tattooed the tips of 
their tongues, as was always the custom in memory of their 
departed friends. On the present melancholy occasion, no 
such sacrifices or ceremonies were observed* It appeared, 
indeed, to our visitors, that all their ancient customs were fast 
giving way, under the advice and instruction of the Mission- 
aries, who are justly blamed for carrying their austere prin- 
ciples and system of reform, in some respects,- too far for a 
a people just emerging from a state of barbarism." 

Passing the intended sting in the tail of this 
extract, I will give another quotation : — 

** A few days after this, a national council was summoned 
for the purpose of investing the young king with the insignia 
of royalty, and Lord Byron was invited to attend it. All 
the governors of the islands and other chiefs, male and female, 
were present, and most of them delivered their opinions in set 
speeches on the occasion, expressing their resolution to do all 
in their power to amend the law^, to live according to the 
precepts of the new religion, and to promote reading and 
writing. The heroic Kapiolani then said, that on the lands 
belonging to herself and her husband, Nahi, she had used 
every endeavour to establish laws for prohibiting robbery, 
murder, and, especially, drunkenness, adultery, infanticide, 
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aod that, on tbe whole, she had been tolerably successfal. A 
subsequent visit to her district fully confirmed this : * In her 
domains/ says Mr. Bloxam, * the son inherits his father's 
property, without even an appeal to the chief. . Theft is punished, 
murder almost unknown, and infants enjoy all the benefits of 
parental love. The decency, cleanliness, and even elegance 
of the house, and the dresses of Nahi and Kapiolani, give 
earnest of a speedy improvement among all classes of these 
well-disposed islanders, and entitle these two chiefs to a very 
high rank among the benefactors of their country.' '' 



Now, Sir, I must ask again, under whose influence 
these delightful effects have taken place? Let it 
be that of the heroic Kapiolani, and her husband 
Nahi, if you will. Who led them to tbe enlightened 
views by which they are actuated? It cannot be 
denied or concealed that the Missionaries are the 
human means of all the good which has taken 
place, and is still going on, among these interesting 
people. These men, who have little common 
sense, no knowledge of the human heart, who are 
guilty of the most impertinent interference, and of 
<< amazing absurdity" in their religious conduct, 
are the means, notwithstanding, of introducing the 
practice and comforts of religion, and all the bless- 
mgs of civilized life ! If this be not an amazing 
absurdity, I should like to know what deserves 
this character. 

The charges contained in the following passage, 
Mr. £llis's letter to you distinctly denies; but 
there is something so very bad in it, that I cannot 
allow it to pass without further notice. 

F 
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** By Mr. fillis's own acoount, the subjects, usually chosen 
for the discourses of these Missionaries, are the most unsuit* 
able, to be addressed to an uneducated multitude, that can 
possibly be imagined — such, for instance, as the Virgin Mary 
and the immaculate Conception— the Trinity and the Holy 
Ghost: these and other mysterious doctrinal points, — which 
the preachers themselves, from the nature of their education, 
are unfit to handle, — draw from their simple hearers remarks 
and questions that puezle their teachers not a little for an 
answer. They hold out to their disciples little or no encou- 
ragement, either by precept or example, to industrious habits. 
The shoemaker who may have left his stall, and the tailor who 
has escaped from the shopboard to commence evangelical 
preaching, would think it degradation to instruct those poor 
islanders in the use of the awl or the needle. According to 
their rule, the more time that is spent in preaching, praying, 
and singing, the better. The least that is required from the 
naked, or half^naked, converts of Owhyhee, &c. is to attend 
at church five times every day. On Sundays they are strictly 
prohibited from cooking any kind of victuals, or even making 
a fire. Boki was refractory on this point, and protested 
strongly against a taboo of this rigid nature, insisting on having 
his tea on Sunday mornings as ho was accustomed in London • 
the English, he said, were as good and religious a people as 
they were, and yet he saw thousands walking and riding about 
in the parks on Sundays; and saw no sign of the Sunday 
dinner being worse than the Saturday •'' 

The greater part of this passage is extracted from 
the voyage of the Blonde, omitting some of the 
explanatory circumstances stated in that narrative. 
Now, Sir, will you allow me to ask, where in 
Mr. Ellis's own accounty your first assertion is sup- 
ported ? Your Reviewer must either have written 
at random, or deliberately have asserted, what he 
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might have easily ascertained to be iacor** 
rect ; as there is not any thing in the volame on 
which his statement could be founded. Not only 
is the charge unsupported by the printed volume, 
but I have now before me a list of the texts on 
which Mr. Ellis preached during his tour in the 
Island ; and there is not one passage which pro- 
perly relates to any of the unsuitable and myste- 
rious subjects to which you refer. Whether the 
preachers, therefore, be fit, or unfit to handle them, 
(a question which I will immediately show your 
Reviewer is not fit to determine,) they have not 
exerted themselves to handle them at all. No, Sir, 
the effects produced on the Sandwich Islanders are 
not the result of unintelligible preaching, or to be 
accounted for by proving that the preachers are 
fools or knaves. 

What is your authority, Sir, in defiance of the 
evidence which appears on the face of your own 
pages, for charging the Missionaries with ^* giving 
little or no encouragement either by precept or 
example to industrious habits?" This is calumny; 
and I can scarcely acquit your Reviewer or 
the authority on which he prefers his charge, from 
the crime of knowing it to be an unjust accusation. 
From the effects which have taken place under the 
auspices of the Missionaries, it is impossible it can 
be true. Your insulting language about tailors 
and shoe-makers becoming evangelical preachers, 
is to)> contemptible to deserve notice. It is not 
argument, but abuse, and can only rebound on the 
party which employs it. Thus were all the first 

F 2 



66 

preachers of Christianity reviled ; but nevertheless 
the work was divine. ** God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise ; and the 
weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty; and base things of the world, 
and things which are despised, hath God chosen ; 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are; that no flesh may glory in his 
presence," 

You further assert, that " the least that is re- 
quired of the naked, or half-naked converts of 
Owhyhee, &c. is to attend at church five times a 
day." So also says the narrative of the Blonde. 
I will answer this marvellous assertion, by merely 
asking whether the Reviewer believes it himself? 
If he does, I am sure he has a greater portion of 
faith, or rather credulity^ than any one of his 
•readers is likely to possess. If five times a day 
is the least that is required of these poor priest- 
ridden savages, I should like to know what is the 
most that is required ? If this is the every-day em- 
ployment, what are the Sunday occupations? If so 
incessantly engaged in religious services, how 
does it happen that the party of the Blonde could 
hold so much intercourse with them, that only one 
inteirference is recorded ? Were they also among 
the prophets when at Hawaii ? 

Equally untrue and unfounded is the charge, that 
the inhabitants are ** strictly prohibited from cook- 
ing any kind of victuals, or even lighting a fire on 
Sundays." It is absurd and false. The Mission- 
aries are well known to live on the Islands, as far 
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as circumstances admits in the same way as reli- 
gious people usually live in England. Tiiey dis- 
approve of employing the Sabbath in the labour 
of unnecessary cooking ; but what is necessary for 
their own health and comfort, and those of the 
natives, they know to be in perfect agreement with 
the doctrine of the word of God. The story about 
fioki and his breakfast is perfectly ridiculous. A 
man so shrewd as this personage is represented to 
be, would very soon have cut with the Mission- 
aries, and given them leave of absence, had he 
found that they could cook and swallow tea and 
coffeQ on Sunday mornings themselves, and deny 
him the same privilege. 

< 

■ 

From the insinuation contained in the note ap- 
pended to your last number, your readers might 
be ready to suppose, that matters are not now in the 
same state in which they formerly were at the Sand- 
wich Islands ; and that the inhabitants are tired of 
the yoke of the Missionaries, and disposed to get 
rid of it. The accounts received from the Island 
sinee the Blonde was there, are all at variance 
with these insinuations. The two following letters, 
translated by Mr. Ellis, beside other evidence, 
that might be adduced, will show the impressions 
which remain, and the desire of the chiefs that 
instruction should proceed : — 

Oahu, Honoruru, 
ThefirU of the twintf the months (i. e. October.) 
Regard great to you, O Mr. Ellis. 
** This is my commuiiication to you. When will you return 
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fcilhw ud dwell witii us. Learnlni^ are we tbe Word of Qod. 
Reg«rdiiig are we the Word of Ood, of Jehorah. Completely 
we, wilh all the chiefs, are regarding the Word of Ood. Come 
back you with ns, that be atrai^t may we. Don't temain 
away yon. Making stroDg are we with the chiefi every one 
all, and with the people alL Hereafter all the fumen will 
regard the IVord of Ood. Near death recently have been I 
with sickness. Married lately have been we two (1) with 
Akahi. Retnm hither yon with us here, that right may be we 
ail], and with some Miuvmaries of Britain, Desired lately 
have I the Word of God. Attachment to yon every one. To 
tbe company of Missionaries (Ministers) all of Britun. 
Tinished now is my word to you all. 

" From KARAIMOKTT." 



" Kaawaloa. 
" Attachment great to yon, Mr. Ellis. 

" Great is tbe affection of as for yon, and also of the chiefs 
all of this place. Tnmed have all the chiefs of this closter 
of lands to the word good of God. Instructing are we tbe 
Teachers, the people, in their books. Thus is the word (direc- 
tion) of Kauikeonli, of Raahumann, and of Karaimoka. By 
and bj the chiefs, with the people all, will be blessed by 
Jesus Christ. Bejoicing greatly are we all in God, in his 
goodness to Hawaii. 

" Gratified (pleased) greatly hare been the chiefs with Lord 
Byron in his good condact, and with (the friendship of) Kiog 
Geoi^e. May Jesus Christ be with yon nntil ended is your 
reudence in tlus world. 

(Signed) " THOMAS HOPU." 

On the following paragraph of your Review 
I will only offer a passing remark. 

" Indeed, we cannot help thinking that the progressive 
spread of Christianity would be greatly promoted and has- 
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taned if ike good people of Eagland, who raUe such vast 
Sams annually for the maintenance of evangelical preachers^ 
would send ont, in lieu of them, an eqnal number of the bre- 
thren of the Moravian churchi whose simplicity of manners, 
and readiness to instruct the people, among whom they are 
placed, in the various trades and occupations of civilized 
society, are admirably calculated to inspire confidence and giro 
encouragement to barbarous nations to follow their example ; 
by such means the progress of civilization and Christianity 
would go hand in hand." 

To the laborious, effective, and benevolent 
exertions of the Moravians, I desire to add my 
feeble but cordial testimony. But to the contrast 
wished to be established in this passage, I decid- 
edly object. It is incorrect in both its parts, and 
unfair to both parties. Does it mean to insinuate 
that the great, or exclusive object of the Moravians 
is to civilize the savages they attempt to convert ? 
Or does it mean that they employ civilization as 
the instrument of converting the natives, instead of 
Christianity as the means of civilizing them? In 
either or both of these senses, it is untrue. 
None would more decidedly object to this view of 
their philanthropic exertions, than the Moravians 
themselves. They know well that the doctrine of 
the cross has wrought wonders, when all other 
means failed; and that their most splendid 
achievements in civilization are the effects, and not 
the cause of the reception of Christianity. 

I equally object to the other point of the con- 
trast, that other Missionary Societies neglect the 
civilization of the savage tribes among whom they 
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labour. The contrary is well ascertained to be the 
fact. The efforts made by the London Missionary 
Society, with whose operations I am more particu- 
larly concerned, are well known, and must have 
appeared in the preceding statements of this letter. 
In Africa, in Madagascar, as well as in the South 
Sea Islands, they have expended much money as 
well as much effort of various kinds to introduce the 
arts and comforts of civilized life. The present 
situation of the people in those fields of labour, 
sufficiently proves, that the efforts bestowed on 
them have not been altogether in vain. " The good 
people of England," therefore, have been quite 
before their learned instructor on this subject. 

I have now disposed of most of the charges pre- 
ferred against the well meaning, but foolish 
Missionaries. There is only one of any importance 
which remains, but which it would be very improper 
to pass in silence, as it is the learned Reviewer's 
explanation of the principle which accounts for 
the leveling conduct of the American Missionaries. 
I am sure he must have been greatly delighted 
when he made this discovery, and it would be a 
grievous wrong to deprive him of his triumph. 

** The apprehension of civil war, expressed by Captain 
Beechey, appears to be owiog to the misapplication of another 
text of Scripture, which says, that in the kingdom of heayen 
none is before or after another,— none is greater or less than 
another ; — which, as the American teachers apply and expound 
it, is exactly to tell these poor creatares, that ' all men are 
equal,' — a doctrine which Mr. Bingham's countrymen are more 
ready to preach than to practise. The effect it had produced 



73 

in lowering the authority of the chiefs was visible enough. 
Boki complained grievously that where two thousand of his 
tenants once willingly worked for him a certain number of 
days, at seed-time and harvest, — which is the condition (some- 
thing like our soccage-tenure) on which they hold their lands, 
— he could scarcely now prevail on ten to comply with the old 
custom." 



A text of Scripture, Sir, is an important authority 
both with Missionaries and Reviewers; and we 
well know that almost every evil in religion has 
been bred from the " maggots of corrupted texts." 
This text of Scripture, however, astonished and 
puzzled me. It led me to suspect there might be more 
in American republicanism, and even in English 
radicalism, than I had supposed. To men who are 
fond of these things, the authority of a text of 
Scripture, giving even a semblance to the doctrine, 
that all men are equal, must be very valuable. 
I began to think, there may be something in 
the insinuations against this intermeddling Mr. 
Bingham. — When lo! on a little reflection, I 
found that this text of Scripture, so sadly pervert- 
ed, is no text of Scripture, and rests on no better 
authority than Boki's letter, at the end of the 
Review. It does not belong to the Bible at all. 
No such phraseology occurs there ; but something 
like it respecting the Trinity, occurs in the Atha- 
nasian Creed, which the American Missionary does 
not acknowledge, and which he would be among 
the last to substitute in the place of the Bible. 

Such is the upshot of this grand discovery, and 
such are the qualifications of this dictator of (be 
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laws of civilization aAd of Christianity. The good 
people of England will surely put their Missionaries 
to school to the editor of the Quarterly Review, or 
his learned and accomplished co-ad jutors. They 
will be there taught how to produce opposite effects, 
by the employment of the same means ; how to 
form Missionaries who shall be at once indolent 
and stupid, and enterprizing and intelligent ; how 
to find men who shall be destitute of common 
sense ; and yet produce such works as the ** Tour 
through Hawaii ;" who shall be themselves the 
most miserable, misguided fanatics, and yet their 
converts shall be amiable, shrewd, and happy^ 
All this the good people of England may believe 
if they choose, on the same authority on which they 
are called to believe that Boki wrote a letter in a 
language he was never taught to write, mis-spelled 
his own name, used phraseology containing ideas 
he could never have acquired, and employed 
letters which belong not to the only alphabet, he 
ever knew. All this they may receive on the same 
high authority, which supposes the good people 
of England do not know the difference between 
the kingdom of heaven and the Trinity, or the 
Bible and the Athanasian Creed — ^that there is a 
text of Scripture which says, "In the kingdom 
of Heaven none is before or after another, — none 
is greater or less than another ;" and that the mis- 
application of this text is the cause of American 
republicanism, and of civil wars in the Sandwich 
Islands ! 

Really, Mr. Editor, when you inserted this 
article, and rested your authority for its statements 
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on the testimony of Captain Beechey, you did 
take it for granted that the good people of £ngland 
were very silly. But, I think I have said enough 
to satisfy you, or at all events my readers, that the 
silliness is not all on one side. When yon confine 
your essays to science and literature, I always read 
them with pleasure, and often with great satisfac- 
tion. On these subjects you are at home ; because 
you understand them. But, religion is not your 
forte ; and if you will take a hint from a humble 
individual, you will in future let it alone. Be 
assured you will never promote the respectability 
or influence of your work, by ungenerous attacks 
on what ought to be considered the distinguishing 
honour of our country. 

Great Britain, Sir, is not more eminent for her 

prowess in arms, her success in commerce, and 

her rank in science and art, than she is for her 

philanthropic exertions in diffusing the light of 

knowledge and of Christianity over the world. 

Possessed of more ample resources than any other 

nation under Heaven, those resources her Christian 

population delight to employ in the noblest efforts 

in which men can engage. Animated by motives 

of the purest and most godlike nature, they miite 

their counsels and contribute their property to send 

that boon of mercy to others, which they have 

tibemselves received from above. Rewards of an 

earthly nature they neither seek nor care to enjoy. 

The luxury of doing good is their only recompence 

on earth, and the approbation of Grod is the high 

and inspiring principle of their ftiture expectation. 
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Under the fostering encouragement of British 
zeal, and the protection of the British name and 
government, a few devoted men have gone forth on 
an embassy of mercy to some of the most savage 
nations of the globe. Separated from their friends 
and country, and placed at the mercy of the bar- 
barians whom they desire to save, have these 
excellent individuals laboured under every priva- 
tion, and surmounted obstacles, which mortal 
courage would have vainly encountered. That they 
have so far succeeded in their attempt, you Sir, 
will not venture to deny. They have planted the 
standard of the cross where it never waved before. 
They have added new regions to the geography of 
Christianity. They have increased the number of 
its triumphs, and brightened the splendour of its 
victories. 

Their's has not been a barren or useless enter- 
prize. The conflict has been hard, and the suffer- 
ing endured considerable; but these are nothing 
to the fruits which have been produced^ Over 
regions of mourning, lamentation, and woe, they 
have spread gladness, and peace, and prosperity. 
They have converted the breast of the savage, 
rankling with enmity, and the abode of every hate- 
ful and destructive passion, into a temple of love 
and purity. The man who lived but to suffer, and 
died but to perish, has been saved from wretched- 
ness, and made the partaker of immortal hope. The 
soul overspread with darkness and desolation, has 
been filled with the light of Heaven^ and converted 
into a paradise of God. 
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In the k*egioiis over which -this benign influence 
has been spread, bloodshed and anarchy no longer 
prevail. The club is changed into a plough dhare, 
and the spear into a pruning hook. The howl of 
superstitious fear has given place to the language 
of prayer; and the yell of war to the song of 
praise. The demons of idolatry no longer exercise 
their horrid influence ; but have fallen before the 
face of Him whose reign is righteousness, and 
whose empire is love. 

Civilization is advancing with rapid strides in 
connection with the progress of religion. The 
kraal of the Hottentot is supplanted by the well 
built village, rapidly advancing to a town. The 
hut of the Tahitian is forgotten in the comfortable 
house, and the neatly constructed furniture. The 
savage canoe has given place to ships of burden ; 
and lawless plunder is abandoned for equitable 
commerce. 

. By the exertions of these despised Missionaries^ 
new fields of discovery have been opened to the 
philosopher. They have penetrated into regions 
where the foot of other travellers has never trode ; 
and have explored many regions unknown before. 
They have presented man under aspects the most 
peculiar and interesting lA which he can be con- 
templated. They have added new facts to his 
natural history, and new features to his physical 
character. They have added fresh languages to the 
vocabulary of the earth, and presented in written 
forms, alphabets and tongues unknown in the 
literature of the world. They have opened new 
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refnges to our ships, and new channels to our 
commerce, and multiplied the friends of our country. 
Apart from Christianity, to the philosopher, the 
politician, and the philologist, the labours of these 
men must be interesting ; and to hold them up to 
scorn, as you have done, is no less a violation of 
good taste, than of all right feeling and principle. 

Do not suppose, that I mean to claim for the 
men, or for their vrork, the character of perfection. 
No, Sir, the men are human creatures, and to 
err is their's. Much imperfection has attached to 
all the plans, and to all the individuals engaged in 
prosecuting them. But a divine blessing has un- 
doubtedly rested on the engagement, and we may 
fearlessly appeal to the fruits, for evidence that 
the work is God's. 

I know that both in the South Sea and Sandwich 
Islands, various attempts are at present making to 
injure the work of God, and mar the comfort and 
success of the Missionaries. There are individuals, 
of whom other things might be expected, acting a 
most guilty part towards the simple unoffending 
natives ; and who find it necessary to blacken, if 
possible, the Missionaries, to justify their own 
nefarious and criminal conduct Finding that it 
is no longer practicable, as formerly, " to work 
all iniquity with greediness," they are endeavouring 
to revenge themselves on the persons who have 
taught the Islanders a pure morality, and the value 
of property, as well as the salvation of Christi 
But they must not be allowed to go on, if they 
will not take a hint in time. Both the parties and 
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their conduct are known, and it cannot be doubted 
that a representation made in the proper quarter, 
of what is taking place, will not be made in vain. 
Should it be so, there is a voice in Great Britain, 
which can speak in thunder, even across the Pacific 
Ocean, and which will make the ears of the most 
hardened enemy to tingle. 

If, Sir, the Missionaries must be decried, are we not 
entitled to ask. Whom would you substitute in their 
place ? When are your eminently wise and prudent 
men to go forth to the work of benevolence ? De- 
pend upon it, we shall rejoice, when better qualified 
instruments undertake the cause, and proceed 
under a wiser direction. But is the world to ran 
on in ruin, and are men to be left recklessly to 
perish, till the philosophers and literati of the earth 
engage for their deliverance ? Till then, is it gene- 
rous, is it philosophical, is it just, to vilify the only 
agents, however humble, and the only means, hew* 
ever contemptible, which are employed in the high 
and holy service of the world's renovation ? 

Do not suppose. Sir, that the observations of 
this letter, are dictated by resentment or fear. 
Indignation we must feel, at conduct which 
we hold to be disingenuous, illiberal, and un- 
christian. But resentment we neither feel nor 
cherish. The cause is not ours, but the God's whom 
we serve, and to Him we commit its avengement. 
In His hands, we know it must be safe ; and there- 
fore we have nothing to fear. Your efforts may be 
continued ; and they may increase in malignity and 
efiect: but depend upon it they must fail. We 
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know too well the ground which we occupy, and 
are too much encouraged by the progress which 
has been already made, to fear any thing for the 
future. The cause of Christ must go on and pros- 
per, though the powers of darkness, and the Dit 
majorum gentium, — the principalities and powers of 
the literature and science of this world, should do 
their worst. The Saviour must reign till all his 
enemies be made his footstool ; and whether 
those enemies be found among the savages or the 
civilized of the earth, they must and shall be sub- 
dued. The period is coming when all that has 
opposed and obstructed the progress of His king- 
dom, shall be swept away ; and all who have pro- 
moted it shall be visited with his favour: — when 
the names of a Barrow, and a Beechey, and 
others that might be mentioned, shall perish in 
the wreck of the literature of the world ; and when 
those who first preached the doctrine of the ctoss 
to the savages of Tahiti and Hawaii, shall be held 
in everlasting remembrance. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient faithful Servant, 

WILLIAM ORME. 

Mission House ^ 
Austin Friars, I^ndon, 
Sept. 1, 1921. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



Aftbr the whole of the preceding letter was written, and a 
considerable part of it printed^ I received from xlmerica a 
variety of documents^which completely corroborate and au- 
thenticate the statements and reasonings of the letter. In 
the New York and Boston Papers, a series of important 
papers occur, which show how the friends of Christianity in 
America view this unjustifiable attack on their benevolent 
exertions. I consider it my duty to give the documents 
entire, a^ it will afibrd the opportunity to our transatlantic 
brethren to speak for themselves to the people of this country. 
It is what I feel to be due to them, while it is a high gratifi- 
cation to myself to be able to state, that the friends of 
Missions in this oountry are one with their American brethren, 
and most sincerely rejoice in all the good which they have 
been the instruments of efibcting. 

The views and reasonings of the several writers wUl be 
read with great interest ; especially the statements from those 
.who have visited the Island?. 

'Mr. Stewart, whom I had the pleasure to know when in 
this country, and who is an excellent, well informed, and 
devoted Missionary, says every thing in his letters which can 
be required to satisfy the most sceptical mind as to the real 
facts of the Case. 

I iieed only add in reference to these documents, which I 
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insert without alteration, that I am not to be considered as 
adopting all the reasonings and phraseology of the writers, or 
bound to account for some trifling discrepancies which exist 
among them. 

In confirmation of what is stated at page 78, I have just 
observed in the Morning Herald of Monday, the 17th of 
September, a letter dated Huahine, January 16, 1827, in 
which, under the guise of apparent candour and friendship, 
an attempt is made by the writer, .who does not think fit to 
give his name, to mislead the public of this country, re- 
specting what has taken place, or is now going on in the South 
Seir Islands. This person repays the kind treatment he ap- 
pears to have received from the Missionaries, by giving a most 
distorted account of the effects of their labours* He does 
not venture to deny the change which had taken place among 
the natives some years ago ; but if he is to be believed, they 
are fast returning to their original barbarism and impurity ; 
little progress has been made in civilization ; the Missionaries 
are wanting in attention to the diseases of the people which 
are the result of their immorality ; and nothing is to be ex*- 
pected but the recurrence of civil wars and blood3hed. 

This letter, from the ignorance and inconsistency which it 
discovers, is unworthy of attention; but as it offers an oppor- 
tunity to warn the public against such insidious, anonymous 
attacks. In the Jast Report of the Missionary Society, con- 
taining the latest intelligence then received, it vrill be seen, 
that there are many congregations in the Islands going on 
in a very prosperous manner. At the annual meeting of the 
Tahitian Society, held in May, 1826, 6,000 persons attended, 
1,100 sat down to the Lord's Supper ; and it appeared, that 
"during the preceding year 5,000 gallons of cocoa-nut dl had 
been subscribed for Missionary purposes. That the Directors 
of the Society are not dbposed to represent the state of the 
South Sea Islands, as in all respects according to their 
wishes is evident from the following passage in that Report : 
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** It was natural to expect, that in so general a reception 
of Christianity y as had taken place in the Islands, not a few 
would be found who had embraced it without any spiritual 
change of character, and that such would be liable in time of 
temptation to fall away. We deeply regret to state, that, 
during the past year, among this class, including some of 
whom better things might have been expected, a deterioration 
in conduct has taken plaice ; while amongst many of the young 
people there exists a lamentable disregard of moral restraints. 
The Missionaries, however, trust, in reference to the former, 
that as the sincere Christian is now more clearly distinguished 
from the nominal professor, this state of things, however in 
itself to be deplored, will, eventually, be over-ruled for 
good. 

''The endemic which has broken out in the Islands has 
caused great mortality among the natives of different ages. 
Such was the extensive prevalence of the disease, that a 
public fast was appointed, and prayers generally offered up 
for the removal of the afflictive dispensation ; but it is with 
deep concern we add, that this awful visitation of Divine 
Providence appears not to have been attended with salutary 
effects in the reformation of that portion of the people which 
has of late manifested indifference to the obligations of re- 
ligion.*' 



NEW YORK ADVERTISER. 

Quarterly Review and the Sandwich Islands. 

We stand pledged to repel the attacks of the Quarterly 
Review upon the American Missionaries at the Sandwich 
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Islands^ and our obligation to do so is increased by the 
helping hand which the New .York Enquurer has extended 
to aid the foreign editor in the dissemination of the slander. 
Were it not that the Qaartely Review has always manifested 
equal contempt and enmity for all other Missionaries, except 
they wore the livery of the Church of England, we should 
charge their spleen in the present case, to the same hatred 
and jealousy which has ever governed them in their attacks 
upon this country. And we apprehend that we are not far 
from the truth when we suppose^ that hatred of the American 
name, and jealousy of Americap influence in those Islands; 
with an equally strong disrelish for genuine Christianity, have 
combined to produce the virulence and falsehoods to which 
we have reference. That the editor of the Enquirer should 
echo the calumnies of the Reviewer, is not surprising. The 
Missionaries have gone forth armed with the Gospel instead 
of the Talmud, 

The calumnies of which we complain, as we have already 
stated, are contained in a review of Mr. Ellis's Narrative, 
and of the Rev. Mr. Bloxam*s Journal ;-^the Rev. Mr. 
Bloxam having been chaplain of Lord Byron's ship. And it 
is from his book, together with some letters from a Captain 
]3eechey, who touched there on his way to Behring's Straits, 
that the misrepresentations have proceeded. Fortunately, 
however, we have the means of an ample refutation at hand. 
An intelligent American gentleman, who has resided a long 
time at the Sandwich Islands, who was there during the whole 
time of the visit of the Blonde, an eye-witness of all the 
transactions, and who has lately returned to this city, has 
already furnished us some information from thence, which is 
before the public. Into his hands we put the Quarterly 
Review the other day, and he. has furnished the neces- 
sary facts for a reply, with which we will proceed, without 
further preface. 

"There was on^ point," says the Reviewer, "on which 
Lord Byron appears to have felt some uneasiness, and this 
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was the tone, manner, and line oi conduct of the American 
Missionaries, particnlarly one of the name of Bingham." 
[And yet Lord Byron and the Missionaries contracted the 
highest regard for each other, and exchanged civilities, and 
held an intercourse of a most friendly and delightful charac- 
ter. Shall we doubt the Reviewer's statement, or his Lord- 
ship's sincerity and honour?] "The influence," continues the 
Review, '^ which this man had acquired over the simple 
natives, and his uncalled for interference in petty concerns, 
wholly unconnected with his mission, were but too manifest 
on several occasions; but never more openly nor more 
offensively^ than when Boki, one Saturday evening, expressed 
a wish to entertain his countrymen with an exhibition of 
phantasmagoria. The young king and his sister, with many 
of the chiefs and people had assembled to see the show; 
when, behold ! a message was received from Mr. Bingham, 
^ that on the near approach of the Sabbath, prayer was a fitter 
employment !' — and such was the ascendancy which this man 
had gained, that the two poor children [O dear !] were carried 
off in tears, and many of the chiefs and people followed .to 
the Missionary meeting.'* 

Now, it so happens, that our informant was present on 
this very Occasion; and the fact is, that instead of Boki 
wishing particularly to have the very Reverend Mr. Bloxam 
entertain his countrymen with his magic lanthern on Saturday 
evening, it was his reverence himself who requested it ! Mr. 
Bingham, who went from Connecticut, where they commence 
the Sabbath at sundown on Saturday, and end it at sundown 
on the Sabbath, was consulted by the chiefs. He, of course, 
considered it an infringement on the Sabbath, and merely 
stated to the king and chiefs that it was improper to have 
fluch exhibitions on that evening. Nor is it true that ''the 
poor children were carried off in tears." Not a tear was shed 
by the king or his sister. Mr. Bloxam, however,, was much 
offended that he could not prepare himself for the solemn 
duties of the Sabbath by studying a magic lanthern, instead 
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of his Bibl6| and spoke in very disrespectful terms oi the 
Missionaries. But even had the story, as stated by Mr. 
Bloxam, been truOi it would only have shown that the 
Missionaries have acquired an influence no less powerful than 
salutary, considering the short time in which it has been 
effected; and if such influence has ^' never'* shown itself, 
as the Review asserts, *^ more openly or more ofiensively" 
than on this occasion, we think the world will agree with us 
in saying, that no evU has been done, or can be apprehended 
from it. 

The Missionaries are charged with *' creating much mischief 

among the Islanders;" with being destitute of common sense; 

with very little judgment, and little acquaintance with the 

human heart ; '* not able from their education to handle the 

doctrinal subjects of the Bible ;" with " attempting to force 

the darkest and most dreary points of puritan discipline upon 

the simple-minded Islanders, whose character and habits 

made it so clear that an exactly opposite course ought to be 

adopted." The subjects of their discourses are of the most 

abstruse kind, which the hearers cannot understand, and the 

preachers are unable by education to explain. — ''They hold 

out to their disciples, little or no encouragement, either by 

precept or example, to industrious habits. The shoe-maker 

who may have left his stall, and the tailor who has escaped 

from his shop-board, to commence evangelical preaching 

would think it degradation to instruct those poor Islanders 

in the use of the awl or the needle. They force the. natives 

to spend all their time in preaching, praying, and singing. 

The naked, or half-naked converts of Owyhee are required 

to attend church^v^ times every day. On Sundays they are 

strictly prohibited from cooking any kind of victuals, or even 

from making a fire !" Boki, it is added, " was refractory on 

this point, and insisted on having his tea on Sunday mornings, 

as he was accustomed in London ; the English were as good 

and religious a people as they were, and yet he saw thousands 

walking and riding in the parks on Sunday ; and saw no sign 
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of the Sanday dinner being worse than the Saturday." — 
[probably better.] 

Had the writer in the Review taken the trouble to inform 
himself at all, of the character, talents, learning, and other 
qualifications of the American Missionaries, he could not have 
summoned hardihood enough to slander them as he has done 
in these respects. We say emphatically, that not one of the 
assertions we have above quoted is true. These, *' no doubt 
Well-intentioned men," as they are sneeringly denominated by 
the Reviewer^ instead of '' creating much mischief among the 
Islanders," are daily averting. and banishing mischief, and 
reforming the Islanders to their great satisfaction* So far 
from preaching from di£5cult and abstruse texts, they select 
the most simple and comprehensible subjects. Th0 Mission-' 
aries did not go there to teach them handicraft employments ; 
but there were mechanics in their train who have not been 
idle. The Missionaries teach them all that is consistent with 
their duties, while their wives teach the native women to sew 
and make dresses. Instead of compelling the natives to go 
to church ^v^ times every day^ they have regularly but three 
Services a week, two on the Sabbath, and a lecture on 
Wednesdays. Neither Boki nor any other chief was even 
known to complain because fires were tabooed on Sunday. 
On the contrary, it is deemed a salutary regulation. The 
simple truth is, it generally takes the natives two-thirds of a 
day to get their wood and cook their tara; and if allowed to 
do it on Sunday, they would not have time for church ; and 
no inconvenience arises from doing their cooking on Saturday. 
In cases of sickness they are allowed to make fires on Sun-* 
days, and foreigners can do it whenever they please. But 
the facts in the case apart : 

Does not this quotation convict itself in the eye of common 
sense? How can a man bind himself so palpably as to deny 
an example of industry to American Missionaries at the 
Sandwich Islands ? Yet with the almost miraculous results of 
a few years before his eyes, in the total destruction of idolatry, 
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an acquisition of the native language^ the publioation of very 
many tracts and elementary books in it ; the establishment of 
schools, and the teaching of thousands to read and write, and 
attendance at church, says the Review, ''five times every 
day," this writer has the folly to say, thb little band who 
have been thus employed, hold out no example to industrious 
habits. And it is the men who have accomplished all this, 
and more, whom the editor of the Enquirer, with consummate 
audacity, says, '' the Sandwichers should put, on the first fair 
day, when the wind blows off land, on board some vessel 
bound for Europe or America/' 

The Reviewer again asserts, on the authority of Captain 
Beechey, whom the Enquirer has kindly volunteered to en- 
dorse as '' a gentleman, scholar, and officer of high integrity," 
that ** the efforts of the few zealous Missionaries are tending, 
as fast as possible, to lay waste the whole country, and plunge 
the inhabitants into civil war and bloodshed. Thousands of 
acres of land, that before produced the finest crops, are now 
sandy plains. Provisions are so extremely scarce, that not 
long since the king sent to beg. a little bread of the American 
Consul. The fishery is almost deserted, and nothing flourishes 
but the Missionary School." Captain Beechey likewise says, 
*' a civil war" is seriously apprehended, firom the preaching of 
that monstrous doctrine to *' these poor creatures, that all men 
are equal."*— '' The effect it had produced in lowering the. 
authority of the chiefs was visible enough. Boki complained 
grievously that where two thousand of his tenants, [otherwise 
subjects or slaves,] once willingly worked for. him a number 
of days, at seed-time and harvest, — he could now scarcely 
prevail, on ten to comply with the old custom!" Sad state of 
affairs truly, for lazy royalty, that chiefs and kings should be 
obliged to hire labour and pay for it like other men ! This 
disorganizing equality , it seems, comes of having Mission- 
aries, and meeting houses, and learning to read. Can any 
thing more loudly speak their praise ? Can the changes of the 
times extort from legitimacy and irreligion, [synonimous?] a 
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pang more creditable to the potency of free and evangelical 
enquiry? But irony apart, since we have it in oar power to 
present a grave and positive refutation : it is not true, then, 
that " thousands of acres of land, that before produced the 
finest crops, are now sandy plains ;" or that the labours of 
the Missionaries have produced a neglect of their humble 
agricultural pursuits. So far from it, the Missionaries are 
themselves eminent patterns of industry, and there never was 
a time when more land was under cultivation, than when 
Captain Beechey was there, and provisions were never more 
plentiful. It is true, however, that they were not as cheap as 
formerly, because the Islands are becoming daily a greater 
place of rendezvous for ships engaged in the commerce of the 
Pacific. The fisheries, also, are as well attended to, and as 
flourishing as ever. In regard to the assertion, that the young 
king was necessitated to send to the American Consul to beg 
bread, in consequence of the scarcity of provisions^ our in- 
formant, who was there at the time of Captain Beechey's 
visit, declares it to be unequivocally false. He has never 
known want, and could at any moment have provisioned four 
thousand people. Such assertions, our informant adds, are 
shameful, coming from a man who had been treated with the 
hospitality that the king extended to Captain Beechey. The 
fact however, is, that Captain Beechey, like Parson Bloxam, 
had his " private griefs." He dislikes the Missionaries, be- 
cause they advise the young king not to go on board of ships 
to convivial parties, and the regents and high chiefs are of 
the same opinion. On one occasion. Captain Beechey in- 
vited the young king to a party on board his ship, and re- 
quested him to bring along whomsoever he pleased. The 
king insisted on Mr. Bingham's going with him. The conse- 
quence was, that Captain Beechey was very much enraged. 
He spoke disrespectfully of the Missionaries, and treated 
them insolently while at Oahu. Captain Beechey represents 
the queen mother as " a dissolute woman." This, likewise, 
is untrue. She is an exemplary woman — ^rigidly so. But 
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we have heretofore explained the causes why the British 
dislike the queen. Dissolute men from that nation^ have 
been labouring to make the young king as dissolute as them- 
selves; The queen, the chiefs, and the Missionaries, have 
thus far laboured successfylly to prevent the fruition of their 
hopes, and hence the bitterness with which they are assailed. 
The natives are represented by the aforesaid Captain 
Beechey, as being so in love with learning to jread, so intent 
on their salvation, so fond of preaching and praying, that they 
work not at all. The Island, since the conversion of the 
people, has become nearly depopulated-— '^ the natives having 
grown so lazy, as to cook their food but once ja week ; in 
consequence of which, it becomes sour and unwholesome, and 
produces complaints of the stomach, which carry them off." 
This Captain Beechey must be a whaler^ (and it is the most 
clement supposition we can make for him,) and fond of telling 
large stories — vulgarly called fish stories. The American 
public need not be told that these representations are totally 
false. The character of the natives of the Sandwich Islands. 
is elevated in every respect, where it has been touched at 
all, by the labours of the Missionaries. It is freely admitted, 
that their efforts have a tendency, natural and desirable, to 
establish what in their native state was not practised there, 
some sense of justice and natural equality. Such, as that 
** the son should inherit his father's property, instead of its 
falling to the chief." Laws are established for prohibiting 
robbery, murder, drunkenness, theft, &c. ; andisitpretended^ 
that men rescued from these vices, and taught to read and 
write, and respect themselves, have retrogaded in the com- 
forts and respectability of their lot? The Sandwich Islanders 
are naturally, and proverbially, indolent, — ^but Christianity 
has not made them so. On the other hand, it has greatly 
improved them. 

It is a favourite point with the Review, to create a belief 
that the Missionaries are dangerous in a political view, and 
aim at controlling the government of the Island, through their 
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inflaence with the chiefs. It inserts a letter from Boki, 
whose legitimate notions, both as to morals and equity, have a 
strong European type, he having had some intimacy and 
conference with at least one of its crowned heads. This 
letter of Boki, if genuine, is so contradictory in itself, and so 
totally false, that it is impossible to give it the weight of a 
feather. Boki has never been supposed to be a Christian ; 
and as for his morality, we have shown that it is of the most 
accommodating character. But our informant, who knows 
Boki well^ does not hesitate to declare, that he never wrote 
the letter attributed to him. He says, that although many 
other natives write even better, yet Boki cannot write as 
well* He believes that the letter has been got up by the 
enemies of the Missionaries, and Boki, (if it was his signature,) 
induced by designing men to sign it, without knowing its 
contents or bearing. Boki, says our informant, is one of 
those good natured men^ who endeavours to please the whites 
in every thing, and affects to coincide in opinions which he 
does not in reality entertain, for the sake of obliging his 
friends. This was the chief in the illness of the regent, who 
yielded, when female chiefs and subjects were firm, to the 
iniquitous, and shameful demands of the oflScers and crew of 
a certain United States vessel. 

' In conclusion, we say, the American Missionaries do not 
interfere at all in the civil and judicial concerns of the Islands; 
they have nothing to do with making or executing the laws. 
Their business is to instruct the natives. Happily, they have 
the confidence of the chiefs, most of whom have become 
genuine converts to Christianity, and their presence in the 
Islands is counted by them and the people, as a most signal 
blessing. Having overcome in a great measure, the appalling 
obstacles which met them at the commencement of their 
career, and planted the vineyard of the Gospel with distin- 
guished success, they now find themselves beset by those who 
should be their friends, and assailed by hands which should 



92 



sooner wither, than molest a work so beautiful, so charming, 
so sacred. 



Frwn the Sag-Harbour Watchman, June 9. 

The New-Tork Enquirer of the 29th ult. contains air 
article respecting the American Missionaries on the Sand* 
wich Islands. Mr. Noah has made, in this article, according 
to the most authentic information which he can obtain, a very 
unfavourable and ineorrect representation, both of the qua^ 
lifications and conduct of the Missionaries, and the situation 
of the Islanders themselves. As the statement alluded to is 
calculated, in our opinion, to mislead the public mind, we 
shall present 0. few facts and observations, on the authority 
of Captain M. Sayre, of the ship Marcus, who has just arrived 
at this port from his second voyage to the Pacific Ocean. 
Captain Sayre, who is a gentleman of intelligence and ob- 
servation, and whose veracity may be relied on, visited the 
Sandwich Islands on both his voyages ; and on his last voyage, 
he spent several weeks on those Islands, and took great pains 
to ascerts^n the real character and conduct of the American 
Missionaries, from their friends as well as enemies ; and he 
says that their conduct, instead of being, as the Enquirer 
states, '^mischievous," and '^ excessively absurd and out- 
rageous/' has been, in his opinion, moderate, firm, dignified, 
mild, and christian; and that the censures which have 
been passed upon Mr. Bingham, either on those Islands, 
or in thb country, have generally come from the enemies 
of religion, and ought to be viewed by the public as 
gross calumnies, originating almost exclusively from a spirit 
of hostility to the Missionary cause. And with regard to the 
natives being '* required to attend church five times every 
day," and being ** forced to spend all their time in preaching. 
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praying, and singing," nothing of the kind occurred daring 
bis stay on the Islands, neither could he learn that it had 
ever been done. There had, however, been some irregu- 
larities and inconsistencies in the meetings conducted by 
the natives, which had been spoken of as such^ and corrected 
by the Missionaries,— all which might very naturally be 
expected among an unenlightened people. The truth is, 
the little time which they are in the habit of devoting to 
religious duties, instead of interfering with their secular 
concerns, makes them more regular and diligent in their 
attention to business. Although it is stated that ** provi- 
sions are so extremely scarce, that not long since the king 
sent to beg a little bread of the American Consul/' yet we 
are assured by our informant, that ten ships can now obtain 
supplies on the Island of Oahu, where one could not, 
before the arrival of the JMissionaries. That class of the 
community particularly devoted to books and instruction, 
were formerly an idle train, who followed the king from 
place to place, and spent their time in foolish plays and 
games. We are further informed by Captain Sayre, that 
the Missionaries, instead of attempting '* to force the 
darkest and most dreary points of puritan discipUne upon 
the simple-minded Islanders," instruct them in the simple, 
plain, practical truths and precepts of the Gospel; and 
their efforts, instead of ** tending as fast as possible to 
lay waste the whole country, and plunge the inhabitants into 
civil war and blood-shed," have an influence directly the 
reverse. Captain Sayre had considerable conversation with 
Governor Adams of Owhyhee, an intelligent and observing 
man, who informed him that he had never been able to 
discover any thing in the Missionaries, and particularly 
in Mr. Bingham, at variance with their profession; and 
that their instruction was good and calculated to make 
them more happy and peaceable, and it had produced 
these effects, so far as they had been influenced by it, 
throughout the Islands. Governor Adams farther observed, 
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that the natives were not required to neglect their tand» 
bat were taught to be tndustrious^the Governor appeared 
to be decidedly in favour of the Missionaries, notwith- 
standing the influence of some American residents and an 
English Consul to draw off his attention. 

As to Boki, we are informed, that since his return from 
England, where he derived little or no advantage in regard 
to religion and morality, he has been a very suspicious 
character— -till quite recently, he has done much for the 
Bfissionaries, but has now taken a different stand, declaring 
that the great men of England, such ad" King George and 
his prime minister, gamble and spend their time in play, 
8cc. and that he may do the same with equal propriety; 
and that he does not wish to be subject to the moral 
instruction of the Missionaries. Those acquainted with the 
indefatigable pains taken - by foreigners, who are hostile 
to the Missionary cause, to draw him away from good 
instruction, will not be surprised at the bold step which 
he has taken — ^his authority however is limited, and causes 
but little fear among the Missionaries. Captain Sayre 
informs' us, that the chiefs generally are decidedly moral, 
friendly to the Missionaries, and many of them profess 
religion : and that this is the great cause of the opposition 
from foreigners— they are disturbed and restrained in their 
unlawful and licentious courses; and it is very natural to 
suppose that the restraints thus imposed upon their wicked 
indulgences by the light of civilization and Christianity, 
diffused among the natives by the Missionaries, would 
awaken the hostility of the unprincipled and profligate to 
the cause of religion, and occasion the Missionaries' them- 
selves to become the objects of their hatred and vitupera- 
tion. 
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Frem the Boston Daily Advertiser^ 

TO THE BDITOB. 

Sir, 
The following letter was received by a recent arrival 
from the Sandwich Islands, It was written by a Missionary 
who resides at Kiraah, in Owhyhee, and who is personally 
known to a considerable number of the inhabitants of this 
city; and was addressed to the Rev. Rufus Anderson, 
Assistant Secretary of the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions. By inserting it you will com- 
municate to the public a most interesting article of intelli- 
gence^ and oblige your's, &c. 

JEREMIAH EVARTS, 
Corresponding Secretary of the A. B, C. F. M. 
BostoUf June 1, 1827. 



Toeaigh Bay, Owhyhee, Nov. 2, 1896. 

My dear Brother, 

I snatch a few moments this evening, to improve an 
opportunity that offers to send to America, by way of Woahoo, 
in writing a hasty letter to you, my distant brother. 

We have, of late, been privileged by a visit from 
several of the chiefs of the leeward islands, who we hope 
belong to the kingdom of our Lord, They spent a month 
or upwards at Kiruah and vicinity, where we have been 
gratified and encouraged by their example and influence in 
behalf of religion. The object of their visit is to extend 
the knowlfddge of Christ and bis Gospel to all their people ; 
and to prepare them for the reception of a code of Chris- 
tian laws. In the prosecution of this object, they have come 
Mther, where, are assembled the whole people, inhabiting 
Kohola and Hamakua, to receive the laws which are abou^ 
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to be published. I have also improved the occasion to 
follow them, in order to preach the Gospel to the many 
thousands here collected. I arrived here this morning in a 
canoe^ having left my home yesterday, and hope to be 
enabled to preach to the people daily until my return. 

Mr. Bingham and family still remain at Kiruah, where 
we are revising the Gospel of Matthew for the press. Mr. 
Richards and family have just returned to Lahaina after a 
visit to this island of six weeks. His stay was protracted 
in consequence of information received from Lahaina, of 
the base conduct of the crews of several English and 
American whale ships, who had threatened to kill him if 
they could find him ; because through his influence, a stop 
had been put to prostitution. They went in a body to his 
house to demolish it, but found it carefully guarded by. some 
friendly natives ; when they turned away to another part of 
his land, and took away his hogs and fowls as their booty. 
A Mr. Butler, a resident at Lahaina, and who has long 
been an enemy to the Mission, was with them to point out 
his premises and property to the sailors. The women all 
fled to the mountains, and with them Kekauonchi, the chief 
woman, who had charge of the place during the absence of 
Hoapili, Governor of Mani. For severaVdays in succession, 
the sailors prosecuted their search through the village for 
women, breaking into houses, and taking away the property 
of the inoffensive inhabitants, who looked on without 
assaulting them, because their chiefs were gone who should 
lead them. They bore the spoiling of their goods with 
fortitude, knowing that it was for righteousness' sake that 
they were called to suffer: but they yielded not an inch 
in complying with the demands of the ships : and the sailors, 
at last, abandoned their search, and hired their captains to 
take them to Woahoo, in hopes of getting women there. 
This is but a specimen of the abuse and insult that the 
Mission is daily receiving from our own countrymen and 
other foreigners, who leave no means untried to bring into 
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dL^credit, not only ns, but all who profess to have become 
pious. 

The principal $pite of foreigners is levelled against our 
dear brother and fellow-labourer, Mr. Bingham: but you 
may be assured^ that the brethren consider it a common 
cause, and equally as much against the whole body as 
against him ; and we feel it to be our duty publicly to give 
him and his measures, so far as they have come to our know- 
ledge, our decided approbation. 



Sabbath Evening^ Nov. 5. 

I have just returned from the services of this day, where 
I have preached twice to a congregation of more than 
ten thousand listening hearers. They were assembled in a 
cocoa-nut grove, and I delivered my message to them in the 
open air. The stillness of this immense multitude; the 
solemn occasion upon which we had met; the thought 
that all this people would pass into eternity in the lapse of a 
few years ; gave a solemnity and an interest to the scene, 
which I have seldom felt. — The Lord helped me to speak 
as one standing between the two worlds, — as an ambassador 
of reconciliation between God and his fallen creature man» 
revealing to him a covenant of grace. 

It is a truly interesting and pleasant service, to be the 
messenger of peace to perishing immortals; and, in a 
special manner^ this service is pleasant, when it is con- 
nected with the persuasion, that those for whose good we are 
labouring, are anxiously desirous of the light and knowledge 
that lead to salvation. Such, my brother, is the state of this 
people. There was never, perhaps, a time when the prospect 
of complete success to our enterprize was greater than at 
present. Could you but witness, for one day, the order, the 
attention, the anxious eager look, ^d observe the tear which 
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starts in the eye of the tawny snn-bunit savage, and the counte- 
nance of hope and joy as he casts hb eye upward to Heaven, 
upon hearing the terms of pardoning mercy proclaimed to 
him, your heart would leap for joy, and you would give God 
thanks for having ever put it into the hearts of any to come 
over the wide waste of water that divides us, to preach sal- 
vation to this people, who have long been sitting in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 

But I must leave you here, as the messenger waits to carry 
this to Woahoo. Remember me affectionately to all my 
Christian friends in Boston, and assure them of the undimin- 
ished regard which J. and Mrs. Bishop still feel towards 
them, and of the happiness which we enjoy in the blessed 
work in which we are engaged. — Adieu. 

Your's affectionately, in the best bonds, 

ARTEMAS BISHOP- 

Rev,R. Anderson, Boston. 



The following excellent article from the Rev. Mr. Baldwin 
of this city, was published in the outer form of the Enquirer, 
of this morning, but it so completely sustains our refutation 
of the slanders of the Quarterly Review, that thje editor has 
found it convenient to make no reference to it. In regard to 
the letter of Boki, upon which the editor of the Quarterly 
Review places so much reliance, the genuineness of which 
we have questioned, and which Mr. Baldwin also questions, we^ 
have now the means of pronouncing it unhesitatingly a fabri- 
cation. Two gentlemen of veracity have called this morning, 
who are well acquainted with Boki, and who happen to know 
that he cannot speak English — ^much less write it. These 
gentlemen also fully confirm the truth of all that we have 
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stated in reply to the Quarterly and Enquirer, and have 
furnished additional facts which we may use at our leisure. 



To the Editor of the New York Enquirer. 

Mr. Editor, 
I believe it is a principle with you, topreselit your readers 
both sides of a disputed subject : particularly wnen it pertains 
to religion. This impression, at least, of your liberality, leads 
me to ask the privilege of a few xemarks on an article in your 
paper of Friday, the 25th instant, in relation to the American 
Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands. As I do notbelpng to 
what is there characterized as a '' nest of angry hornets;'' 
(which, by the way, I dare assure those who will be at the 
pains to enquire, will prove to be quite a different sort of 
animal,) and have no personal interest whatever in making 
tiieir apology, you will doubtless give my testimony its full 
Talue. With this introduction, I am prepared to say, that I 
do not consider the censures in the Quarterly Review on the 
conduct of the American Missionaries at Owhyhee, entitled to 
much credit, for the following reasons: — 

1. I am well acqumnted with the moral and literary qualifica- 
tions of the individuals stigmatized. With Mr. Bingham, in 
particular, I have personal acquaintance. They are not 
ignorant men, who ** are unable by education" to explain 
die subject of their discourses ; nor are they intolerant bigots, 
who would be likely to require ^^iheir half- naked converts*' 
to neglect the proper business of life, and spend all their 
time in pieaohiug, [Mraying, and singing. The extracts them* 
selves, carry their refutation along with tiiem, to every person 
acquainted with the character, education, enlarged and phi- 
lanthropic views of Mr. Bingham, and his associates in the 
Sandwich Islands Mission. 

2. I know something, in common with other Americans, of 
the character which pertains to the Quarterly Review^ I do 
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not now refer to the disposition which its pages have mani* 
fested to deny every thing American : though as politicians, 
and very servile ones, the editors might well be expected to 
look with a jealous eye upon American influence of any sort, 
in the Sandwich Islands ; but I refer to the characteristic 
hostility of its pages to Missions. '* A bad authority/' you 
have justly termed it, " when speaking from itself;'! but on 
no topic worse, I shall add> than when speaking of Missionary 
operations. For proof of this remark, I refer the reader to 
the volumes of the Christian Observer, an English work of 
superior merit, whose editors, though members of the national 
churchy have found plenty of employment in correcting the 
misrepresentations which this same Review has given of 
English Missions. What then, I ask, have American 
Missionaries to expect from an enemy that does not spare 
even their own c.ountrymen ; and that, too, after the rod of 
exemplary chastisment has been repeatedly felt? What have 
the non-conformists, and separatical puritans, (as they con- 
sider us,) of republican America to expect from those whose 
hostility to Missions is so great as to overbalance their zeal 
for extending the pale of their national, mother church. 

3. I know something respecting the naval intercourse 
which American and English seamen have heretofore had 
with the natives of the Sandwich Islands ; more, Mr. Editor, 
than I shall present to your readers. My ink is not black 
enough to write it. Let no one take offence, I mean not all 
that have visited those injured abodes of degraded, but im- 
mortal fellow beings. Every master has not given full 
license to his crew ; every ship's crew has not demanded it 
as a sort of reward for months of hard service and strict 
subordination. But many, on reaching those ill-fated Islands, 
have broken away from all restraints, forgetting not only that 
they were Christians, but civilized . men. I have the facts 
from the lips of those who could add in attestation, *' quorum 
pars magna fuimusJ' 

If such is the fact in regard to many of the co^i^a/ visitors 
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of the Sandwich Islands, what must we expect of the majority 
of European and . Anierican renegadoes who are permanently 
resident there ! Here, again, I woald not be understood to 
characterize the enthre mass of foreigners, who resort to that 
land of ignorance and vice. — But I do know, from indubitable 
testimony, that the very disposition which has led some, to 
prefer a residence among an idle and profligate rabble of 
Heathen, is showing itself in bitter opposition to all attempts 
at moral reformation. And recently, not uncertain reports 
merely, but authentic intelligence of unprovoked outragept 
disgraceful to human nature, have been making their way to 
Great Britain, which it became necessary for those most 
nearly concerned to anticipate by just such an article as that 
which has appeared in the Quarterly* Review. 

4. I have very little confidence in the documents from 
which the Reviewers make out their statenients of the ** mis- 
chievous over zeal of the American Missionaries." Caption 
Beechey's statement (whose ship's crew, like some others, 
may have found the Islanders too much reformed for their 
purposes,) is entirely incredible. It is positively absurd to 
suppose, that a zeal to educate these people has led the 
Missionaries to discourage attention to agriculture, to that 
degree that the country is becoming waste and depopulated. 
It may answer for the Quarterly Review to circulate such 
statements among the inhabitants of another country; but 
American Christians know better what is the enlightened zeal 
of the men employed in our Missions. The letter ascribed to 
Boki is probably just what other communications from the 
same quarter have been — a complete forgery, the production 
of some Englishman or American, who has availed himself of 
this means to oppose the benevolent object of the Mission- 
aries. I am persuaded of this fact from examining the letter 
itself. It has no one mark of authenticity. The spelling, 
indeed, is bad enough, but the style and idiom are strictlv 
English. No 'imperfectly educated foreigner can have been 
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the author of it : least of all, could it ba\re proceeded from 
the pen or the mind of a Sandwich Islander. 

I cannot conclude these few remarks without expressing the 
satisfoction which I experienced in perceiving, from the tenor 
of this foreign attack upon the American Missionaries, that 
their integrity stands firm. Their enemy has, at length, 
ehanged the character of his representations. For some time 
after their arrival on those Islands, they were charged with 
conforming, even in their morals, to the natives themselves. 
Repeated efibrts were made, by verbal reports and letters 
forged in this country, to destroy public confidence in their 
integrity. They were represented as deepening by their 
outrageous conduct, the depravity of the Islanders. Such 
slanders could not last always. The most respectable cha- 
racters who visited the Islands, denied the representation in 
unqualified terms. But there remained another tack. And 
now, forsooth, these licentious gentlemen Missionaries are only 
a set of narrow-minded, fanatical puritans — who in their zeal 
to propagate religion, are in a fair way to starve the Islanders 
and themselves out of home, and turn the whole country into 
a sandy desert ! Famine and war, and social misery are to be 
the dreadful results of their success. The contrast betrays 
the cloven foot of misrepresentation. I rejoice in the evi- 
dence thus presented, that these philanthropic men are stead- 
fastly pursuing their work of elevating an abused and degrad- 
ed people, above the morality as well as the insults of those 
who have disgraced the Christian name among them. 

ELIHU W. BALDWIN. 
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L£TtlKfcj^ROM THE REV. C.S. STEWART, IN DEFENCE 

of himself and his brethren, against the 
charohs of the quarterly review. 

Letter L 

To Jeremiah Evaris, Esq. Corresponding Secretary of the 

Board of Foreign Missions. 

Boston^ July 9, 1827. 
My dear Sir, 

Early after the arrival, iu this country, of the March 
number of the London Quarterly Review, my attention was 
directed to an article it contains relating to the Sandwich 
Islands. The review of a ** Voyage of his Meyesty's ship 
Blonde, in the years 1824-25," is made an occasion of pre- 
senting to the public the characters, instructions, and influence 
of theAmerican Missionaries residing at the Sandwich Islands, 
in a most erroneous and unjust light, and of conveying im- 
pressions of the design and result of their establishment there, 
as unfavourable as they are unfounded. 

The legitimate ends of a Literary Review are, by able and 
candid criticism, to improve the public taste ; by the presen- 
tation of correct sentiments to guide the public judgment; 
and by a facility of circulation, widely to disseminate know- 
ledge, derived from authentic sources. If these are the 
principles by which the editors of the London Quarterly are 
governed, tiiey cannot but desire the correction of any false 
statements, and the removal of any false impressions, made 
through their instrumentality ; if these are not the principles 
by which they are actuated, "t^hen chargeable with such state- 
ments, and such impressions, they deserve to be publicly 
exposed. 

I was prevented writing immediately, to you, Sir, on the 
subject, by an illness of some continuance, and afterwards 
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deferred doing it, from an expectation of speedily receiving 
a copy of the " Voyage of the Blonde." I was desirous of 
knowing, how far that work gives authority for the accusations 
and abuse of the Review ; blit not having yet been able to 
obtain the volume, I will, without further delay, place before 
you the personal knowledge I have of all the facts and cir* 
cumstances adverted to in the article specified^ with full per- 
mission to make whatever use you may think desirable of the 
communication. 

I do not hesitate to assert, in the firm confidence of proving 
the truth of the assertion, that the Review, so far as it relates 
to the American Missionaries, Is chargeable with gross error, 
misrepresentation, and falsehood. 

Error in point of fact, is stamped on the very first page of 
the article. For some object — and no other is discoverable, 
than that of wresting from the American Mbsionaries, the 
credit of having introduced the religion of the cross at the 
Sandwich Islands — the writer, supported, as it appears, by 
Mrs. Graham, (a lady employed by the publisher of the 
voyage, to prepare the work for the press, from the notes of 
the Rev. Mr. Bloxam, Chaplain of the frigate,) says that 
Christianity *' was planted (at the Sandwich Islands) by the 
spontaneous will of the natives, before any mission even of 
persuasion had reached them.*' 

This declaration immediately follows an account of the 
destruction of idolatry by the young king Biho Riho ; and is 
predicated on the baptism of two of his most distinguished 
chiefs. The whole sentence reads thus: — ''From this moment 
(the overthrow of the idols and the burning of the temples) 
two chiefs possessed of great power and influence, Karaimoku, 
(better known by the assumed name of William Pitt,) and 
Boki, his brother, resolved to Itake the first opportunity of 
solemnly and openly professing Christianity ; and accordingly, 
when Captain Freycinet touched at the Sandwich Islands in 
bis voyage round the world, these two chiefs were baptized 
by the chaplain of his ship ; and thus (to use the words of 
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Mrs« Graham^) Christianity '' was planted by- the spontatieaus 
will of the natives, before any Mission even of persuasion 
reached them. It was not till the following year, that the 
American Missionaries landed on the Islands." 

Now, Sir, let us for one moment examine this statement. 
The French Corvette, Uranie, under the command of M. 
Freycinet, arrived at the Island of Harsau, (Owhyhee) on her 
voyage round the world, on the 8th of August, 1819 ; she 
sailed again on the 16th of the same month, and after a visit 
of a few days at the Island of Maui and Oahu, took her final 
departure from the group, and pursued her homeward course V 

by Cape Horn. The destruction of idolatry, and the abolition 
of the tabu system, did not occur till late in the month of 
November following. How can these two facts, with their 
dates established by incontestible record^ be made to agree 
with the statement in the Review ? 

Had the writer of the voyage given the dates of the inci- 
dents, the sentence would have read thus : ** From the mo- 
ment of the abolition of idolatry in November y 1819, two 
chiefs, Karaimoku, and Boki, resolved to take the first 
opportunity solemnly and openly to profess Christianity ; and, 
were, accordingly, baptized on the 15th day of the preceding 
August, when Captain Freycinet touched at the Sandwich 
Islands !" — Here, if in no other place, the author must plead 
guilty to a charge either of error wilful and deliberate, or of 
ignorance inexplicable in one of such high pretensions and 
positive spirit. 

The truth of the circumstance to which the Reviewer has 
reference^ is simply this: the Roman Catholic chaplain at- 
tached to M. Freycinet's vessel, was in the practice of bap- 
tizing natives at many of the Islands visited by that navigator, 
from a belief that even uninstructed Heathens, though utterly \ 

Ignorant of the nature and design of the ceremony, would, 
by it, be rescued from endless perdition. It has been boasted 
of him, by persons holding the same religious creed, that he 
thus saved the souls of many thousand Islanders during the 
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voyage. On his arrival at the Sandwich Islands, the same 
motive led him to baptize many there. Karaimoku, though 
still in the darkness and degradation of open idolatry, was of 
the number. A minute. account of this baptism is given in 
the voyage ; but no mention is made of any request on the 
part of Karaimoku, for the administration of the rite-^nor is 
it intimated, that he appeared in the least impressed with the 
importance and solemnity of the ordinance. On the contrary, 
it is expressly stated, that no one of the chiefs present mani« 
fested much interest in the transaction. And M. Arago, 
after exhibiting the whole ceremony to his readers as a reli* 
gious farce, adds a comment on the performance, sufficiently 
indicative of its character, in the following words : — ** After 
exchanging presents with M. Freycinet, the Minister Pitt 
took his leave ; and, furnished with his passport to Parcuiise, 
went home to his seven wives, and to sacrifice to his idols T — 
See Arago's Letters on M. Freycinet's Voyage. 

Christianity would have been introduced as " solemnly ,* 
and as directly by* the ** spontaneous will of the natives," had 
the zealous priest, in place of Kataimoku, baptized the idols 
which still continued to be the objects of his worship, and 
thus converted the images themselves, from logs of wood to 
saints of the calendar. 

The exposure, however, of this statement, is unimportant, 
except as a proof of the error in which the whole article 
abounds. My next letter will embrace a topic more inti- 
mately connected with' the reputation of the Missionaries. 

Your's, &c. 

C. S. STEWART, 
Late of the Sandwich Island Mission. 
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Lbttbr II. 

To Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Corresponding Secretary of the 

Board of Foreign Missions. 

Boston, July 10, 1827. 
My dear Sir, 

In the same paragraph of the article in the Londoa 
Qoart^y to which I directed your attention yesterday, 
die spirit of vituperatioily at last so unsparingly breathed 
on the American Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands^ 
18 exhibited in a sheer, connected* with the name of the 
principal Island of the group. 

This name has been generally written and pronounced 
Owhyhee — ^a sound, differing essentially from the name of 
the Island, as spoken by the natives themselves. On gaining 
a knowledge of the language, the Missionaries were fully 
persuaded of this fact: and when it became necessary to 
fix the orthography of the word, they determined, rather 
than force upon the Islanders an arbitrary foreign usage, to 
adhere to the shnple sounds composing it as pronounced 
by themselves, and wrote and spoke the name in a manner 
intelligible at once to the whole population, and eon- 
formable to the genius of their tongue. The change in 
the spelling thus induced, has led the Reviewer Xo assert, 
in connection with a most convincing proof, in parenthesis^ 
of his prerogative to decide the merits of the ease, that 
this word, (Owhyhee) " by a silly affectation of Italianizing, 
as they call it, the language and proper names, {the letter w 
in It€dian /) the American Missionaries are pleased to spell 
Hawaii.^* 

The contempt lurking in this sentence fails of its object. 
No Missionary at the Sandwich Islands ever gave the 
reason here assigned, for altering the orthography of any 
word in the language of the country — such a reason never 
crossed the brain of any of their number, and silly indeed 
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is the credulity of the writer, ia believing so improbable a 
fabrication to be trae. 

One important and salutary conseqaence of establishing 
a Christian Mission, at the Sandwich Islands, has been the 
introduction of letters, and a first efibrt of the Missionaries 
was the reduction of the language to a written form. As 
soon as practicable, an alphabet containing the requisite 
number of letters was chosen from the Roman characters ; 
and, instead of the English sounds of the vowels, those 
given to them, in the principal languages of the* continent 
of Europe, were adopted. It was made a radical principle 
of this alphabet, that each letter should have but one inva* 
riable sound; in the oral language it was ascertained, that 
every syllable ended with a vowel. And following these 
three simple rules, the Missionaries, in writing the name 
under discussion as spoken by the natives, necessarily and 
rightly spelled it Hawaii — a word of three syllables, accented 
on the second : Ha pronounced as in hazard, . wai as wi, in 
wild, and i as ee in bee. 

The o which had previously been attached to the namei 
was satisfactorily discovered to be only the sign of a case^ 
and not a part of the proper noun. The Islanders were 
heard to say No Hawaii, I Hawaii, Mai Hawaii, as well 
as O Hawaii : making the regular declension of the noun 
Hawaii. 

Nom. O Hawaii, Hawaii. 

Poss. No Hawaii, Of Hawaii. 

ObJ. I and Mai, To and from Hawaii. 

The Missionaries had but slender helps in forming their 
alphabet. The labours of Professor Lee, of Cambridge, 
England, were unknown to them ; and Mr. Pickering's 
alphabet for Indian languages was not published. It is a 
suflScient proof of their intelligence and judgment in this 
matter, that' the Hawaiian alphabet is formed precisely on 
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the same prinoiples as tiie alphabet of the New Zealand, 
language, proposed by Professor Lee, one of the most 
distinguished philologists in Europe. The vowel sounds 
are the same, also, as those in Mr. Pickering*s alphabet, 
which he formed for writing the Indian languages of the 
American continent, and which, as I am informed, is strongly 
approved by Mr. Duponceau, of Philadelphia. . These 
three alphabets, viz. Professor Lee*s, Mr. Pickering's, and 
that of the American Missionaries, were formed indepen- 
dently of each other ; . yet they ageee substantially, if not 
perfectly — ^all their vowel and- dipthongal sounds, at least, 
are the same. On this subject I speak with freedom, 
as the alphabet was in use previous to my arrival at the 

Islands. 

Does it appear, then. Sir, to have been a ** silly affecta* 
tion," or to have been good sense, that led the Missionaries, 
in presenting a written language to the people of those 
Islands, to give them their own names of persons and 
places, in forms analagous to the orthography of their whole 
tongue, rather than attempt to introduce anomalies, arising 
from the mistakes and carelessness of foreign visiters, and 
which would have been intelligible to them only as terms, 
by which the inhabitants of other countries designated their 
persons and islands ? 

It would have been more kind in the Reviewer, as a 
gentleman, before thus casting his contempt on the Mission, 
to have informed himself from the volume before him, 
*' Ellis's Tour through Hawaii," of the true cause of the 
change he ridicules ; and more ingenuous in him, as a scholar 
and critic, to have mingled with his animadversion, had he 
still thought it merited, one word of commendation on the 
assiduity and facility, with which an unformed and savage 
tongue has been clothed, and so placed before its possessors, 
that thousands, in the course of three or four years, are 
capable of reading and writing it, and tens of thousands 
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Bare, by it, dafly making advances in the elements of know^ 
ledge. 

In this eonnexion, I would advert for a moment to a 
charge in another part of the article. That the preachers 
at the Islands, *' from the nature of their edncaticm/' are 
unfit to instruct the natives in the doctrines and duties of 
religion; and are frequently not a little puzded by the 
remarks and questions of their simple hearers. As I have 
no longer the happiness of being one of the number of 
these preachers^ I may, without an. offence to delicacy or 
propriety, protest against the truth of this assertion. The 
Missionaries make no claim to the character of learned 
and scientific men: — ^it will not be contended that they 
are accomplished scholars, and erudite philosophers; but 
all who know them, will not hesitate to deny the allegation 
of the Reviewer. The ministers of the Gospel who first 
landed at the Sandwich Islands, and those with whom I 
was more especially associated, in leaving this country, 
three years afterwards, were all men of liberal education. 
For nine years at least, before their embarkation from 
America, they had been pursuing a reguleo: course of clas- 
sicaly collegiate, and Geological study, at the first literary 
institutions of our country. They bore with them, to their 
distant destination, the respect of their tutors and pro- 
fess(»rs, for good native talent, and for attainments in lite- 
rature and science, equal to those of their fellow-students ; 
and as a body, they are as well fitted for the stations they 
occupy, as the clergy of England and America are for their 
duties at home. 

In my next I will notice some of the misrepresentations 
of the writer. 

Your's, fcc. 

G. S. STEWART. 
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Lettba III. 

To Jeremiah Evaris, Esq. Corresponding Secretary of the 

Board of Foreign Miuione* 

Boston, July 12, 1827. 
My dear Sir ; 

The writer of the article on the Sandwich Islands, intro- 
duces a notice of the great volcano of Hawaii, by representing 
the superstitious dread of that phenomenon among the 
people as altogether invincible. '^ On- the votaries of this 
particular superstition/' he says, ''the Missionaries were 
unable to make the least impression." ** It was in vain they 
set up Jehovah^ as they were wont to do, in opposition to 
Pels, the goddess of subterranean fire'^ ''The king, with 
all the assistance of his chiefs, and all the endeavours of the 
Missionaries, strove and strove in vain to put down her wor- 
ship ; nothing was ever able to expel the belief, that when 
offended, she visited the children of men with thunder, light- 
ning, earthquakes, and streams of liquid fire — the instruments 
of her mighty power and ven'geance." 

This representation. Sir, b far from being correct. The 
superstitious fear and worship of Pel6, the presiding deity 
of volcanoes, gave way, as readily as any other, to the in- 
structions of Christianity. Her highest power, and most 
deeply rooted influence, were confined, in a great degree^ to 
the inhabitants of the district of Hawaii, peculiarly exposed 
to exhibitions of volcanic action ; — especially to the regions 
in the immediate vicinity of the gpreat crater of Kiranea. 
This section of country is more remote from the earliest 
Missionary establishment than any other in the whole cluster 
of islands ; and not till three years after the arrival of the 
first Missionaries, did a single ray of Christian light ever 
penetrate the darkness of its dwellings. Jt is no matter of 
surprise. >then, that, with the marks of former desolating 
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eruptions on every feature of their land — with volumes of 
smoke risings from the hideous gulf by day, and fires, glaring 
against the clouds of heaven by night, ever in their view, 
the natives here should still have remained subject to the 
terrors of ignorance and idolatry, and have offered constant 
sacrifices of propitiation to the power, thought by them to 
control so truly fearful an object. 

In the summer of 1823, a party of Missionaries, in making 
the tour of Hawaii, visited this volcano. They were the 
first who ever approached it with boldness, in total disregard 
of all the rites of Pel^, and in defiance of the threats of 
her priests and people. They ate, without hesitation, of 
the forbidden fruit growing on her immediate territories, — 
slept on the brink of her dwelling, and descended intp the 
depths of her imaginary abode. The impunity with which 
these supposed aggressions were made/ gave weight in the 
minds of the Islanders who witnessed them, to the asser- 
tions of the Missionaries, that no supernatural being resided 
there, and that the whole was only a sublime exhibition of 
the power of Jehovah — the Creator of the heavens and 
the earth, and the only living and true God. And the 
acknowledgment — *' Great, indeed, is the God of the 
foreigners— weak is Pelfe," then fell from the lips of many. 
In the course of the succeeding year, other members of 
the Mission visited the crater again, and again ; measured 
its circumference above and below, — calculated its depth, — 
passed over its terrific bosom, and, without injury or 
accident, explored every accessible part; and thus re- 
newedly demonstrated to the natives the folly of their 
groundless superstition. 

Early in the year 1825, Kapiolani, one of the most 
distinguished of the female chiefs, determined to visit a 
Missionary station, then but recently established, at Waiakea, 
now Byron's Bay, on the eastern coast of Hawaii. Her 
route across the Island led her to the crater of Kiranea. 
As she approached this object she entirely neglected all the 
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observances enjoined by the priestess and votaries of tBe 
goddess, and openly reproved them for their idolatry. In 
vain they denomiGed against her the anger of their deity. 
Kapiolani replied, she had no fear of Pel4 — that the fires 
of the volcano were the work of Jehovah, and he only was 
her God. She soon, thus, put the idolatrous party to silence 
and shame ; and ventured, not only to the edge of the tre- 
laendous chasm, but, accompanied by a Missionary, descended 
several hundred feet into the abyss, and, in evidence of the 
tmth of her declaration, composedly worshipped God, from 
the midst of one of the most terrible of his works. 

This scene the author of the Review sketches with a 
glowing pencil; and to it he directs the attention of his 
readers, with great enthusiasm. Kapiolani is presented in 
bold relief, as the daring philanthropist, — ^the enlightened 
philosopher^ — ^the devout and heroic Christian, by one 
eourageous act, fireeing her people for ever from a cruel 
bondage of fear. 

The character of this chief is indeed worthy of admira* 
tton; and the firmness and intrepidity exhibited at the 
volcano, in her contest with the worshippers of Pel6, merit 
high ^icomium. They did much towards the overthrow of 
the remaining power of the false goddess, and greatly 
strengthened the faith of those who had previously burst 
the chains of thiit superstition. A principal object, however, 
in adverting to this incident, is, to notice the very strai^ 
use to which the whole is applied by the Reviewer. Instead 
of pointing to Kapiolani as one instance, at least, of the 
highest success of the Missionary enterprise, in the dignity, 
intelligence and piety manifested by her, he makes the 
introduction of her character, merely an occasion of renewedly 
casting contempt on the Missionaries : points to her as being 
more wise than her teachers, and, by '' a simple, practical 
explanation of the power of steam, as having done more to 
weaken the belief of the votaries of Pele, than could have 
been done by five hundred sermons T Immediately following 
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whicb, we have the broad but unsupported assertion, tbat 
" the Missionaries in this quarter have not^ indeed, displayed 
much common sense in their methods of proceeding ^'^ 

When the American Missionaries arrived at the Sandwich 
Islands, in the year 1820, Kapiolani was as ignorant, dark- 
minded, and superstitious as any of her fellows. She was 
intemperate, and dissipated in all her habits, and in her whole 
character, as widely as possible different, from the portrait of 
her given in the Review. By what means, I would ask, was 
the transformation accomplished? By what means was she 
freed from the ignorance and superstition of all her preceding 
life? How was she rescued from drunkenness, and de- 
bauchery, ' and vice? How did she become an enlightened 
philosopher, and a devout and resolute Christian ? Only by 
the daily instruction, and unwearied labours of the Mission-* 
aries. She was among the very first of the nation, to give 
attention to the elements of learning, — among the very first 
to render credence to our religious faith, and to put in prac- 
tice its moral precepts, and among the very first to exhibit in 
her life, the sobriety, purity, and dignity, of a Christian* 
Long before her visit to Kiranea, she had learned from the 
Missionaries, that the volcano was a natural phenomenon, 
whose action was readily accounted for on known principles 
of philosophy, and in approaching its fires and descending 
into its bosom, she had their repeated example to induce and 
encourage her to the enterprise. 

Your's, &c. 

C. S. STEWART. 
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Letter IV. 

To Jeremiah Evarts, Esq» Corresponding Secretary of the 

Board of Foreign Missions. 

Boston, July 14, 1827. 
My dear Sir, 
• The commander of the ship, whose voyage forms the subject 
of the Review, was the Right Hon. Lord Byron. The ap- 
pearance of this nobleman at the Sandwich Islands, made a 
most happy impression on the minds of the chiefs, and was 
followed by results highly propitious to the interest of the 
pation, and to the operations of the American Missionaries. 
. The dignity and rectitude of his whole character — a recti- 
tude in such wide contrast with the deportment of too many 
of those who visit that distant part of the world ; the wisdom 
and prudence of his counsels to the government; and the 
kindness of all his intercourse with the chiefs and people, 
fully secured to him the respect and confidence of every class. 
And, at the end of some ten weeks, he took his departure 
€imid the gratitude and prayers both of the chiefs and their 
teachers. 

At the time the Blonde reached the Islands, Mrs. Stewart 
was exceedingly ill. Mr. Davis, the surgeon of the frigate, 
to whom we were indebted for a voluntary daily attendance^ 
strongly recommended the trial of a voyage for the benefit of 
her health. In consequence of this advice, accommodations 
were assigned to us, through the kindness of Lord Byron, on 
board the Blonde, in a trip she made to the Island of Hawaii. 
When at sea, both in going and returning, I had a seat at his 
Ictfdship's table, and free access at all times to his society. 
During the whole month of our absence from Oahu, so full an 
opportunity was given me of forming a correct opinion of his 
character, and so perfect was the confidence I had just reason 
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to place in the candour and sincerity of his heart, that I 
cannot believe without stronger, very much stronger evidence 
than any yet presented, that he ever gave the least authority 
for the misrepresentation and detraction of the Review. 

That he has given such authority, the writer, though 
cautious in his language, is evidently desirous of impressing 
on the minds of his readers, with what good ground I utterly 
discredit the intimation, I will leave you, Sir, to judge from 
some two or three of the many reasons in my possession. 

The article under examination contains the following 
paragraph r-^There was one point on which Lord Byron 
appears justly to have felt some uneasiness, and this was the 
tone, manner, and line of conduct of the American Mission- 
aries, particularly one of the name of Bingham. The in- 
fluence which this man had acquired over the simple natives^ 
his uncalled-for interference in petty concerns, wholly uncon- 
nected with the Mission, were but too manifest on many 
occasions, — ^biit never more openly, nor more offensively, than 
when Boki, one Saturday evening, expressed a wish to enter- 
tain his countrymen with an exhibition of phantasmagoria* 
The young king and his sister, with many of the chiefe and 
people, had assembled to see the show, when, behold! a 
message was received from this Bingham, '* that on so near 
an approach of the Sabbath, prayer was a fitter employ^ 
ment r — and such was the ascendency which this man had 
gained, that *'the two poor children were carried off in tears, 
and many of the chiefs and people followed to the Missionary 
meeting'^ Mr. Stewart, another of the Missionaries, ashamed 
of the indecency of such conduct, was anxious *to explain the 
matter, by saying, that they followed the Jewish mode of 
reckoning f and considered Sunday to begin on Saturday at 
noon. 

This, Sir, is a most uncandid' and illiberal misrepresentation 
— or rather a representation so distorted and discoloured, as 
to be in its leading points absolutely false. The simple cir- 
cumstances of the incident here referred to, are the following: 
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exhibition of the magic lantern had been promised to the 
chiefs by Mr. Bloxam, the chaplain, as an amusement with 
which they would be greatly delighted. No evening, how*- 
ever, was at the time appointed for the entertainment On 
a Saturday morning, some ten days after the arrival of the 
Blonde, Lord Byron incidentally mentioned to me, that 
Kaahumanu,(a female chief, one of the regents of the Island 
during the minority of the king,) had just taken breakfast 
with him ; — ^had inquired when the show was to take place, 
fmd that at her request the evening of that day had been 
fixed on for the purpose. I offered no objection to the time 
specified, and expressed a belief that the natives would be 
highly gratified with the exhibition. — I was afterwards in- 
formed, (but not by Lord Byron,) that the time was thus 
communicated, to afford an opportunity to the Missionaries, 
if they thought proper to be present on the occasion. — I did 
not, however, understand the remark in this manner, and the 
thought of making the arrangement known to my companions 
did not occur to my mind. To the best of my knowledge 
they were all utterly ignorant of the intended show. — Just 
in the edge of the evening, our attention was attracted by the 
sudden entrance of several natives to one of the Mission 
houses, with the half-terrified exclamation, '' Chreai is the 
displeasure of the British Chief T — and we immediately saw 
a party of the highest chiefs, among othars the Regent Kari^ 
moiu, hurrying in much agitation through our inclosure. 
As soon as the confusion which took place admitted of an 
understanding, we ascertained the circumstances to bq these : 
— ^The chiefs and their immediate associates had (at the ad-' 
vice of some native teachers educated in America,) without 
the approbation, attendance^ or even knowledge of the 
Missionaries, recently established a prayer«*meeting on Satur* 
day night. This meeting had been altogether, forgotten by 
Kaahumanu, in making the appointment of the evening ; — 
from some cause, she did not, on her return to her residence, 
inform the other chiefs of the entertaipment promised by 
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liord Byron, and they appeared to have been ignorant of it till the 
very moment when they were assembling for their customary 
worship. As soon as she mentioned it, a consultation took 
place, and they despatched a messenger to Lord Byron, with 
the request that he would defer his visit to them with the 
phantasmagoria, till Monday night. Notwithstanding the 
message, he had arrived, was greatly displeased, and they 
in alarm had come to the Missionaries for advice. A state- 
ment of the circumstances in reference to Lord Byron, was 
bfterwards given to me by Mr. Bloxam himself. As the 
messenger was leaving the establishment of the chiefs, he saw 
the party from the Blonde approaching: not being able to 
speak English, he closed the gate through which they were 
about to pass, and exclaimed, ** Tabu, tabu !" (a term of prohi- 
bition.) Lord Byron caught the word, and knowing its gene- 
ral meaning, in a tone of surprise and disapprobation, de- 
manded of a native interpreter with him, who spoke English, 
but very imperfectly, what the messenger said. The unusual 
tone and manner of the question threw the man into such a 
state of agitation, as to make him incapable of an intelligible 
reply. He could only repeat the* words, "chiefs,'' and 
** Missionaries,'' and " prayers," and ** Sabbath," and " tabu," 
so incoherently, that Lord Byron received an impression, 
that the chiefs had forbidden his entrance to the enclosure by 
the advice of the Missionaries, because it was the night be- 
fore the Sabbath, and they were at prayers. It was by no 
means surprising, that, with this persuasion, he entered the 
yard with an appearance of displeasure, — ^especially when it 
is recollected that the engagement for the evening had been 
at the request of a leading chief, and with the knowledge of 
a member of the Mission. As soon as his dissatisfaction was 
known, many of the chiefs fled to the Mission-house, in the 
manner stated. 

Mr. Bingham expressly told them there was no impropriety 
in the exhibition : that Lord Byron had proposed it only for 
their gratification and amusement ; and by his advice, some 
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of the number, amoug others Karaimoka^ and the young 
king returned to witness it. Some, however, would not, but 
went to their usual prayer-meeting. No Missionary attended 
this meeting, and none of their number were engaged in any 
service with the natives that evening. No message of any 
kind was sent by Mr. Bingham to the place of exhibition, or to 
any of the chiefs. The young king and his sister, instead of 
being carried off in tears, ran themselves from the place in 
terror; and no persuasion could induce the princess to leave 
faer hiding place and return. 

At the close of the evening, Mr. Bingham, knowing that 
the entertainment had been confused and interrupted, ad- 
dressed a letter to Lord Byron on the subject. This led him 
to say to Mr. Bingham, on meeting him the next day, '* Why 
did not Mr. Stewart tell me on Saturday morning, that there 
was a religious meeting in the evening? I would not then on 
any consideration have made the appointment.' — I am the 
very last man (an assertion I fully believe) ever knowingly to 
interfere with the religious services of the people." On 
learning this mention of my name, I immediately wrote a 
note to his. lordship, stating the true and only reason of my 
silence, — my entire ignorance of any such meeting — and 
&dded an explanation of the circumstances, as I understood 
and knew them to be. But that explanation was never 
marked with the ignorance and absurdity stamped on it in 
the Review. The case did not require, any exhibition of my 
knowledge in Jewbh antiquities ; and if it had, I could have 
secured sufficient information on the point from some one of 
our native pupils, if from no other source, to have saved me 
from so gross an exposure as that attributed to me ' by the 
Reviewer. 

My letter received a prompt and kind answer, (still in my 
possession,) in which Lord Byron declares himself perfectly 
satisfied of the mistake in which the confusion of the evening 
originated ; — speaks of the event as a thing too trivial ever 
to merit another thought; and gives an assurance, that it 
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has not left the slightest impressioQ 6a his mind uofkvourable 
to the Mission* No iuterraption to the pleasant and friendly 
intercourse which had commenced between himself and the 
Missionaries, took place ; and three weeks afterwards, at a 
public council of the chiefs, called for the purpose of formally 
establishing the right of the young king to the throne, and at 
which Lord Byron presented the schedule of civil and political 
principles mentioned in the Review, he openly and fully 
avowed his approbation of our object and proceeding, and 
gave his sanction to the confidence and favour bestowed on 
us by the government. ' 

The very last time this nobleman was on shore previous 
to his final departure from Oahu, two months after the affair 
of the phantasmagoria, he led me aside for a moment's private 
conversation ; at the close of which he requested my candid 
opinion of the general impression made by his visit. I ex- 
pressed the firm belief, that no ofBcer in the British navy 
could have given more entire satisfaction, or have secured 
more of the confidence and affection of both chiefa and 
people ; and added, that I would assume the responsibility 
of saying, in the name of the Missionaries, that in departing 
from the Islands he carried with him, their high respect, 
gratitude, and blessing. He replied, that he rejoiced in this 
assurance ; and on his part, was truly happy to say to me, 
that on his return to England, he should feel it a duty and 
privilege to meet the inquiries of government and of the 
Christian public, concerning the American Missionaries, with 
the declaration that' they were worthy of their confidence and 
favour, and. were the best friends and benefactors of the 
nation. 

And this, Sir, was the report he gave on reaching Gre^ 
Britain. Though we parted on the shores of Oahu, not ex- 
pecting ever to see each other again in this world, we landed 
in England within^ a fortnight of the same time, and met in 
London a few weeks afterwards. But not till Lord ByroQ 
had given a satisfactory proof of the sincerity of his assurance 
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to me on parking at the Islands, by a public speech, (before 
a highly respectable and numerous audience, — the late Mr. 
Butterworth, M. P. in the chair,) ip which he mentioned the 
American Missionaries with commendation, and gave a highly 
favourable account of their success* 

.Such are some of the reasouis which lead me wholly to dis- 
believe that his lordship has been accessory to the detraction 
of the Reviewer. 

Your's, &c, 

C, S. STEWART. 



Letter V» 



To Jeremiah Evarts, Elsq^ Corresponding Secretary of the 

Board of Foreign Missions* 

Boston, July 18. 

The last charge I pledged myself to substantiate against 
the Reviewer is that of falsehood. 

** By Mr. i^lUs's own account," he says, ** the subjects 
usually chosen for the discourses of the Missionaries, are 
the most unsuitable to be addressed to an uneducated mul- 
titude that can possibly be imagined — such, for instance, ag 
the Virgin Mary and the immaculate conception — the Trinity 
and the Holy Ghost." These are points on ^i^ch, as thus 
stated, not a single sermon was ever preached at the Sand-* 
wich Islands bjc any one of the Missionaries ; and it is with 
the most bare-faced effrontery, that the writer refers to Mr. 
Ellis's book, in support of the calumny. As a specimen of 
all the subjects of discourse mentioned by Mr. Ellis, I wili 
transcribe, without selection or known omission, the texts 
found in the first hundred pages of his Tour. Speaking of 
the observance of the first Sabbath on Hawaii, he remarks^ 
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*' Mr. Bishop preached from John iii. 16, ** God so loved 
the world, that he g^ve his only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life," — and endeavoured, in the most familiar manner, 
to set before the people the great love of God in sending 
his Son to die for sinners, and the necessity of forsaking 
sin, and believing on him, in order to eternal life. The 
succeeding passages within the limit mentioned above, are 
— *' This is the day the Lord hath made, we will rejoice 
and be glad in it.'* — '* Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things which ye see." — ** Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection and the life : he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead yet shall he live ; and whosoever . liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die" — ** We preach unto you, 
that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, 
which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are therein.*' — " Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore will he teach sinners in the way J' — " This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of alt acception, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, S^c. S^c, bic It 
is then alleged that ** according to their (the Missionaries') 
rule, the more time that is spent in preaching, praying, and 
singing, the better. The least that is required from the 
half-naked converts of Owhyhee, &c. is to attend at church 
five times every day; and on Sundays they are strictly 
prohibited from cooking any* kind of victuals, or even 
making a fire. Boki was refractory on this point, — protested 
strongly against a taba of this rigid nature, and insisted oxL 
having his tea on Sunday mornings, as he was accustomed 
in London.'^ 

This statement is almost too ridiculously untrue to be 
worthy of refutation. The religious services held by the 
Missionaries at the churches with the natives, instead of 
being five every day, are only three in each week — two of 
these are on the Sabbath, and the third op the afternoon 
of Wednesday. At the time I left the Islands in 1825, 



m 



there was a catechetical exercise every Monday, at which; 
however, some fifty or a hundred only of the people attended 
— also a prayer-meeting on Friday, held by a few natives 
themselves, and at which the Missionaries were seldom 
present. 

The manner of cooking among the natives is totally 
different from our's — ^they ate universally in the habit of 
preparing at one time a quantity of food sufiicient for several 
days, and the process of doing this requires the labour of 
nearly a whole day. Not to have discouraged this labour 
on the Sabbath, would have been to allow it to remain 
unnecessarily a day of work. We therefore advised' both 
chiefs and people to have their poe (a principal article of 
diet) beaten and mixed before the Sabbath ; but this advice 
was unaccompanied by any prohibition whatever, much less 
by that of kindling a fire. As to the making of tea and 
such refreshments on the Sabbath, Boki could hardly have 
found occasion for the remark attributed to him. It would 
not have been necessary for him to have pleaded his in- 
dulgencies in London to secure his cup of tea — he need 
only have pointed to the same hot beverage on the break- 
fast and tea tables of the Missionaries every Sabbath, and 
asked why we partook so openly of a luxury which by rigid 
tabu we denied to him and his people ? 

All our instructions in reference to the Sabbath were 
founded on the general principle of avoiding unnecessary^ 
work, and abstaining from unsuitable recreations ; and in no 
instance did they extend to the introduction of burdensome 
observances, or to the injunction of any self-denial involving 
an unprofitable austerity. 

We are next presented with a series of allegations, sup- 
ported by the name and letters of Captain Beechey, com- 
mander of H. M. sloop of war, the Blossom. This ofiicer 
visited the Sandwich Islands in May, 1826, on his way to 

Behring Straits, and as the Reviewer says, writes to Eng- 
land in the following manner : *' The efforts of the few 



sealous Missionaries are tending, as fast as possible, to lay 
waste the whole country, and plunge the inhabitants into 
civil war and bloodshed. Thousands of acres of land, that 
before produced the finest crops, are now sandy plams. 
Provisions are so extremely scarce, that not long since the 
king sent to beg a little bread of the American Consul : 
the fishery is almost deserted, and nothing flourishes but 
the Missionary school." 

Captain Beechey's visit at the Sandwich Islands was 
limited to a period of about ten days ; and it is not probable 
that his report of the condition and prospects of the nation 
was the result of extensive personal observation. He has 
the reputation of being an intelligent and scientific man; 
but in this single instance, at least, he must have permitted 
his better judgment to have been imposed on by .the mis-^ 
representation of others, and must have yielded the sense 
of seeing entirely to that of hearing, in forming his opinion 
oi the state of the Islanders. He could not have been on 
shore an hour at the port of Honoruru, where he came to 
an anchor, without having the fullest proof that the king at 
least was in no danger of starvation. 

But to the charges of bis letter in their order. — He states 
that the country is becoming a desolation from the influence 
of the Misdonaries — that thousands of acres of land that 
before (their efforts) produced the finest crops, are now 
sandy plains* In the year 1804, sixteen years before the 
arrival of the Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands, Mr, 
Shaler, a gentleman of respectability and information, at 
present American Consul at Algiers, was at that group in 
the Pacific. His journal was published, and a copy of it 
was politely put into my hands by Dr. Mease, of Philadel* 
phia, shortly after I saw this account of Captain Beechey, 
Mr» Shaler notices the same desolate plains as bearing 
marks of former high cultivation, which caused the com- 
mander of the Blossom so much alarm ; but he attributes 
their appearance to a much more rational cause — the despot-* 
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ism of Tamehameha. He remarks^ '* it is* anderstood that 
no chief of the least ccMisecjaence can reside any where but 
near the person of the monarch ; and as he migrates tfirough 
bis dominions,' he draws after him a train more destractive 
than locusts. Every thing is abandoned to follow the soTe<* 
reign ; and the country deserted by all who have an interest 
in its cultivation, and in the improvement of the lands, be^ 
comes of course neglected. I have observed Inany fine 
tracts of land lying thus neglected, even in the fertile plains 
of Lahaina : — the ruined enclosures and broken dykes around 
them, were certain indications that they were not always in 
that state/' 

I well recollect on landing at Oahu in 1822, .to .have had 
the uncultivated plain, to which Captain Beechy probably 
alludes, pointed out to me by one of the older of the foreign 
residents, as an evidence of the rapid deterioration of the 
country since the accession of the young king Riho Biho. 
While Tamehameha lived, he said, that extensive tract 
was covered with potatoes and melons, 8ugar*cane and 
banana* ; but since his death every thing was going to rain. 
The Mission at «that time had scarce become firmly esta- 
blished. Little change had then been effected on the habits 
and pursuits of the people ; and it was too early to bring a 
calumny against them through this channel. But now, when 
thousands of the natives had become interested in learning 
to read and write, and have been prevailed on to devote the 
hours of every day, wUch they once spent in games and 
dances, to their schoolsj^ it is very easy and very convenient 
for the opposers of our instructions to say to a visitor, from 
whom the engagedness of the Islanders in the objects of the 
Missions cannot be concealed, '* It is true the schools and 
churches flouriidi, but look at the desolation of that plain-—' 
it is all in ccmsequence of the influence of the Missionaries — 
the whole country is»going to ruin ixk the same manner !" 

The true cause of the f^pearances in many parts of the 
country of a more extensive cultivation and improvement of 
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land formerly than is seen at present, is two-fold. They 
arise first, and principally, from the rapid depopulation of 
the Islands from destructive wiu«, and the crime of infanti* 
cide, which prevailed to a very great extent ; and from the 
drunkenness and disease introduced by foreigners: and 
secondly, from a custom among the natives of frequently 
changing the location of their cultivated grounds — forming 
a new plantation where there had not been one, and leaving 
that which they previously occupied, to go to waste. This 
they frequently do from various causes, such as that of 
securing greater advantage of water in irrigation, &c. &c. 

As to the scarcity of provisions mentioned by Captain 
Beechey, and the extremity to which the young king 
in consequence of it was driven for a crust of bread, I have 
some striking illnstrations in a few statistical dates put into 
my possession by a gentleman just arrived in this country, 
from a six years' residence at the Islands, and who was at 
Oahu at the time of Captain Beechey's visit. — Ships in con- 
siderable numbers, just began to frequent the Sandwich 
Islands for refreshments in the year 1822 and 1828. * In 
1822 the number touching at Honorurn was 33 ; and in 1823 
it amounted at the same place to 57. The Mission at that 
time had exerted no influence over the people in general ; 
there were then but few religious services to call them from 
their work, and no school to interfere with the cultivation 
of their lands — but provisions were scarce, the prices were 
high, and the ships w'ere not readily supplied with the re* 
freshments they required. In the. year 1826, that of Cap- 
tain Beechey's visit, the number of vessels that called at 
Oahu, was 107 — ^some remained a week, some a fortnight, 
others a month, and others again three months. They were 
all abundantly supplied with provisions, such as hogs, goats, 
fowls, eggs, potatoes, tare, cabbage, onions, pumpkins, 
cucumbers, bananas, melons, &c. &c. while they remained 
in port ; and each, on an average, carried to sea from 40 to 
60 bbls. of potatoes and other vegetables, besides live stock. 
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The market was always full, and the demand so profusely 
supplied, that potatoes and taro instead of being JJS per 
bbl. as was the case in preceding years, sold in the public 
market for $2 and $\ 50, and could be procured at private 
sale for $1 — the rate of all other articles was proportionably 
lower than formerly. 

As to the story about the young king and American 
Consul, every person in the least acquainted with the despotic 
power of the government, knows that the whole nation 
would die with famine before the king's tribute would fail, 
and proof is not wanting that there never was a time, in the 
reign of the present king, when he could not in a day have 
raised provisions for a thousand men. 

My next, Sir, will complete the series of letters which I 
promised. 

Your^s 8lc. 

C. S. STEWART. 



Mr. Stewart's last letter, unfortunately has not arrived ; but 
the want of it is amply supplied by the following document9 
which have since come to hand in the New York Missionary 
Herald. They not only complete the evidence in favour 
of our American friends, bfit give such a view of the pro* 
gress of the work of God -in the Sandwich Islands, as must 
excite the devoutest gratitude of all- the followers 61 our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He who does not see in it the finger 
of God, is not likely to be convinced by any evidence or 
reasonings of man : — 
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CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE MISSIONARIES. 

' The following Circular Letter was prepared at a general 
meeting of the Missionaries, held at Kairua, on the Island 
of Hawaii, in October last. It was intended to meet the 
principal allegations, which have of late been brought 
against that Mission, by such as are hostile to the Missionary 
enterprise in general, or have misapprehended the nature 
and effects of the efforts made at the Islands — though with- 
out formally stating the allegations : and the letter is signed 
by men who hold themselves responsible for every word 
they have written. 

To the Friends of Civilization and Christianity. 

Wrbreas, differences of opinion hare arisen respecting tlie objects and 
operations of this Mission, we feel it incumbent on us to state publicly the 
ends at which we aim, the means which we use to accomplish them, and the 
effects actually produced by our various operations. 

The general object of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, was early stated to the pnblic to be, ''To propagate the Gospel in 
beatiien lands, by supporting Missionaries, and diffusing a knowledge of tlut 
Holy Scriptures." In the year 1812, the legislature of Massachusetts gave 
their legal sanction to this object, and made a forfeiture of the charter of the 
Board, the penalty for unfaithfulness in the prosecution of it. 

The instmctions of tiie Prudential Committee of the said Board, to their 
different Missionaries, have developed in full the particulars of the object,: 
which was only expressed in general terms in the act of incorporation. 

The instructions and charge given to the members of this Mission, were 
given in public, and have been widely circulated for the inspection of the 
world. In these we are commanded ** to aim at nothing ifthort of covering 
these Islands with fruitful fields and pleasant dwellings,, and schools and 
churches, and raising up the whole people to an elevated state of Christian 
civilization/' And to effect this, we are instructed to use our exertions, '' to 
introduce and get into extended operation and influence among them, the 
arts, institutions, and usages of civilized life and society; above all to 
convert them from their Idolatries, superstitions, and vices, to the living 
God." 



129 

* These instructions are explicit and particolar ; and we Iftf e declare, tliat 
they express our wliole object. These we feel ourselves bound to obey ; and 
in doing it, we have no fear but we shall have the approbation of every phi- 
lanthropisty as well as of every Christian. 

The means which we have used to accomplish these ends, and which are 
now in a train of operation, arc such as the public have a right to know, and 
we have no right or desire to conceal. 

Persuaded that while the chiefs were untaught, our instructions must be 
comparatively limited both in extent and influence, we have devoted much 
of our time to the instruction of the royal family and other leading persons 
in the nation. In these instructions, we have made it our main object to 
^' turn them from their idolatries, superstitions, and vices, to the living and 
redeeming God/' 

We have always felt most sensibly tlie difficulties in the way of introducuig 
the arts, institutions, and usages of civilized life and society ; and have, 
therefore, kept far within the limits of our instructions on these subjects. 

When we have been requested by the chiefs or people to give instructions 
or advice, we have uniformly and perseveringly withheld it on all points 
where we could not refer the decision of the question either to the Scrip- 
tures, or to the uniform practice of Christian nations. But where the 
Scriptures are plain, or the practices of Christians uniform, we have felt, 
and still feel, at liberty to speak with freedom, although we are opposed 
by the prejudices of the people, and the practices of the profligate. 

We have inculcated on the chiefs not only the common duties of morality, 
but we have also taught them that he who ruleth must be just, ruling in the 
fear of the Lord ; and have endeavoured to convince them that they are 
set for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well. 
We have told them that *' as a roaring lion, and a ranging bear, so is a 
wid^ed ruler over the poor people." We have never dictated to them the 
particular punishment due to any individual person, or even any Individual 
crime, believing that in doing this we should be inteimeddling with that 
which belongs only to rulers. We have given them general principles 
derived from the word of God, together with Scripture examples of their 
application ; and when these have net been clearly understood, and they 
have asked further explanations, we have sometimes referred them to mo- 
dern examples in Christian nations. We have thus pursued one undeviating 
course, neither withholding instruction, nor interfering with their authority 
as rulers of the land. 

We have not been blind to their defects, by which they have sometimes 
screened the guilty from deserved punishment, neglected their promises, and 
even encouraged iniquity. We have sometimes too known of their childish, 
ill-timed, and improper punishments, and more improper threats. On none 
of these have we looked with indifference. But while we have with sorrow 
witnessed these things in those to whom we are sent as teachers, and whose 
intelligence, virtue, bonqnr, and happiness, we desire to promote; we have 
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also felty that ahould we interfere by direct and pontiTe remonstrance and 
advice, we sfaoald hot only go beyond the limits of our instroctionsy bnt should 
also incur the displeasure, both of the-rniers themselves, and also of all those 
who are witnesses of our operations. 

While we have thus been endeavouring, both from the Scriptures and the 
example of pious kings, to point ont to the chiefs their duty as rulers, we 
have also endeavoured, from the same authority, to inculcate on the people 
their duties as subjects. We have taught them that they *' must needs be 
subject, not only for wrath, bnt also for conscience sake,'' rendering to all 
their dues, tribute to whom tribute, fear to whom fear, and honour to whom 
honour is due; and while we have continualty inculcated on our hearers, not 
only that they should be ** not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord," we have also distinctly held up the doctrine of the apostle, 
*' that if any would not work, neither should he e.at" 

We have to all, both chiefs and people, insisted not only on a bel^^of th6 
doctrines, but also obedience to the precepts of the Bible, including justice 
honesty, integrity, punctuality, truth, purity, good order, union, kindness, 
and peace. These, we have always told them, are signs of & good heart and 
evidence of a preparation for Heaven, These are the doctrines and the 
duties which we have inculcated, not only from the ptdpit, bnt in all our pri- 
-vate instructions and intercourse with the chiefs and people. The press too 
has been sacred to the same cause, and we appeal to all our candid 
observers, and to an enlightened public, whether the objects accomplished 
are not worthy the exertions we haTe made. 

Is it nothing that the vices of the drunkard and the gambler, with which 
the land was formerly almost overrun, should now be limited to a compara- 
tively small number ? — that the observance of the Sabbath should be almost 
universal ? — that schools should be established in every part of the Islands 
and be attended by 25,000 scholars ; among whom have been circulated 
more than 40,000 tracts, containing various texts of Scripture beside the 
decalogue, and all inculcating the duties mentioned above ? Is it nothing 
that nearly ail the chiefs and leading persons on the Islands, and many others 
too, should be taught to read and write so as to correspond by letter ? Is it 
nothing, that thousands who fonnerly devoted their time to gambling, quar- 
relling, and the practice of iniquity in all its varied forms, and the thousands 
who wasted their days in idleness, should now be assembled in schools, and 
spend their leisure time in reading scripture tracts, and listening to instruc- 
tion ? Is it nothing, that a number of the leading persons in the nation, as 
well as several others of a lower rank, should publicly declare their belief 
in the doctrines, and render obedience to the precepts of the Bible? If ^ 
all this is nothing, then we confess that our labours have been in vain, 
and our object is proved unwortiiy the patronage of the wise or even the * 
bencvoH*nt. 

While we allude to these changes, we are far from being blind or in- 
difierent to the barbarismi fickleness, dnpUdtyi neglect| laaness, and other 
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Taried vicei and crimes, which to sotfie extent BtlQ remain, and which are 
more or less visible evep to a transient visitor ; neither do we vindicate, or 
in the least degree offer a palliation for these things. We only complain and 
remonstrate against those illiberal and unmanly charges, by which the Mis- 
sion is made accomtable for the daily blanders, the cfalidish actions, the long 
estaVUdied customs, and even the inherent depravity of the people ; and an» 
forsooth, because we attempt to make them better. 

If the doctrines and duties of Christianity, in which the Church of 
England, tiie Church of Scotland, ^e Presbyterian and other churches ilk 
America are agreed, are not adapted to correct the evils which exist in 
heat&en nations; — ^if these doctrine^ and duties, when faithfully taught, by 
precept and example, have no good influence to cure the evils of the human 
heart, and to promote virtue, order, and happiness in Society, then the Mis- 
sionary, and the philaAtbropist too, may sit down together in despair, and 
pronounce the evils among heathens incurable ; for if ISiese fail, we may 
challenge tiie wisdom of the wo^ld to devise a system of morals, and to pro* 
pose any practicable measures, which will raise a savage tribe or a heathen 
nation from their native depravity, to a state of civilization and virtuous life. 

If then we have mistaken the grand principles of reformation, or if we 
have taken a wrong step, we wiU be grateful to any man, who, in a friendly 
manner, will inform us of it. tf we have spoken or dene etil, bear wUness ^the 
ecii : bui if weU, why ekauld we be tmitten t 

From those gentlemen who reside or occasionally touch at these Islands, 
we ask an investigation of our conduct We do more — ^we challenge it 

We have here stated our whole object, and also the means we use to 
obtain it We know that the cold-hearted misanthropist and the super- 
stitious heathen, will be opposed to the former, and will charge all the 
crimes and defects which still remain to the account of the latter. But there 
aVe those around us, and who occasionally visit us from abroad, who can 
judge candidly. We request them to examine the above statements, and we, 
Ml our part, pledge ourselves, that If we mt^ have a candid hearing, vHlli 
witnessesi we will substantiate every thing which we here asseft 

A. Thurston, H. Bingham, 

W. Richards, Joseph Ooobrich, 

JaBCRS Ely, LBVI CHAMBSRIrAtN, 

Artemas Bishop, Samuel Rooglbs. 

This Circular was prmted at the Mission press, and imme- 
dialely distributed among the foreign residents and visitants 
at the Islands. At the close of the month, the Missionaries 
at Hononini were informed, in a letter signed by a number 
of the foreigners, that their challenge for investigation was 
aoeepted. Accordingly the Unssionary Packet was sent to 
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different stations, and the Missionaries generally were as^ 
sembled at Honoruru early in December. After some' 
further correspondence, a meeting was held on the 8th of 
December at the house of Boki, at which, besides the 
signers of the letters and the Missionaries, many others 
were present; among whom were Captain Jones, of the 
United States sloop of war. Peacock, and several of his 

« 

officers. 

Although the Missionaries declared in this meeting their 
readiness to reply to any written charges, which should be 
supported by such testimony as would at all influence a 
qandid mind, without requiring the testimony to be given 
under the responsibilities of an oath, no such charges were 
adduced, nor did any evidence appear against them. 

A few weeks subsequently to this meeting, and just 
before the sailing of the Peacock, Captain Jones, without 
solicitation, wrote to the Missionaries a letter, in which he 
stated his full conviction, that in case they had but a candid 
and fair hearing, the friends of Christianity and civilization 
would find no just cause of dissatisfaction with the course 
they were pursuing. — Captain Jones had been at the. 
Islands nearly three months, and seems not to have declared 
his opinio ti of the character and influence of the Mission, 
until he had witnessed the result of the meeting mentioned 
above, which was held about a month before the date of his. 
letter. During his whole stay, however, his deportment 
towards the Missionaries and others, \^as kind and gentle- 
manly, and becoming the station he occupied. 

The letter of Captain Jones, with . the correspondence 
relating to the public meeting at Honoruru, have been 
received by the Prudential Committee ; and, at no distant 
period, such a use will probably.be made of them, and of 
other documents, (some of which have been received, and 
others ar^ daily expected,) as will furnish the community, 
with all the necessary facts, — ^if more than have been pub-> 
lished are necessary, — for meeting the reports, which have 
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he&i propagated against that most fdveared of modern 
Missions. 



TESTIMONIALS OP THE CHIEFS. 

When it was determined that there should be a public 
meeting of inquiry at Honoruru, the Missionaries wrote to 
the principal chiefs of the Islands, informing them of the 
expected ifteetihg, and requesting them to state in writing, 
in case they thought proper, their views and feeliugs with 
regard to the Mission, and particularly whether they per- 
ceived any faults in the Missionaries, or their proceedings. 
With this request there was a prompt and general com- 
pliance ; and the correspondence of the chiefs, in their own 
hand- writing, and in the native language,^ was carried to 
the meeting, but not used, because it was not found to be 
necessary. 

Several chiefs also wrote letters, commendatory of the 
Mission, to be brought by Mr. Loomis to this country, and 
made public on his arrival. 

' As the same inquiries were addressed to all tbe chiefs, 
their letters in reply would naturally have — as they in fact 
have — SL mutual resemblance^ provided the chiefs all enter- 
tained similar views and feelings with regard to the Mis- 
sionaries. There is no reason to believe the chiefs consulted 
with each other to any great extent before writing ; in some 
cases, such consultation was impracticable. 

Literal translations of a few of these letters, made by 
Mr. Loomis, will be published in this number; and trans- 
lations of others may be given at a future time. The 
originals of such as are now inserted, are among the docu- 
tnents belonging to the Board. 

* No one of the Sandwich Island chiefs has yet learned to wiiie the 
English language. The letter, to which the name of Boki is affixed, in a 
late number of the English Quarterly Review, is not to be regarded as 
furmshing proof to the contrary ; this chief, so far from being able to wrUe 
in EugUshi cannot so much as canverse in that language. — Editors, 
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The writers of these letters beiag generally known to 
our readers, it is unnecessary that mnch should now be said 
respecting them. — Karaimoiu, whose decease was stated 
in the last number, long sustained an oflSpe of great political 
influence in the Islands. — Kaahumanu is now regent: men- 
tion has often been made of her in this work. — Kaikio0va is 
Governor of Tauai, and was once guardian to the young 
king : honourable mention is made of him in the journal of 
Mr. Whitney, published in the Missionary Herald for June 
and July. — Kinau was. one of the wives of Bihoriho, and 
sustains a good reputation for piety. — Opiia, or as she 
denominates herself, NanuAana, was one of the wives of 
Tamehameha: she has been too often introduced to the 
notice of our readers to need a description here. 



From Karaimoku to Mr, Bingham. 

Honoruru, Oahu, Oct. 28, 1820. 

Love to -yon, Mr. Bingham. This U my opinion concerning all of yon 
MiMionary teachers of us. I knew of no faults in yon. If I knew of any 
I would mention them to yon. No, ye are upright. When yon gave us 
tiie ptUaptday [instruction in reading, writing, &c.] we learned : when yon 
gave ns the word of God, then we obeyed. Our females are sacred. We 
have learned the word of God; but foreigners come here and commit 
wickedness in onr land— men from America and from Britain. Be not 
agitated ; it is on our account you are blamed ; it is not yourselves. Here 
is my mind with the word of Jehovah. I have given my heart unto God, 
together with my body, and my sonl. I have become one of the church of 
Jesns Christ Examine, ye Mr. B$ngham and company, my sentiments, 
that ye may know ; and if ye desire it, transmit my communication to the 
United States, to our chief, [the President.] It is with yourselves to do it. 
Affection to our chief in America— love to him. 

KARAIMOKtJ. 
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From Kaahumanu to Mr. LoomU. 

Kairuot Hawaii, Nov. 15, 1820. 

]«ove to you Mr. Loomu, togetherwith Mr. GhainberlaiDy and Mr. Roggles, 
and Mrs. I40omi8, and Mrs. Ruggles. I have affection for yoa Mr. Loomis, 
on acconnt of your liavlng asked of me what are your [Missionaries'] faults. 
This is well. I now tell you truly, I know not what your faults are : One 
thing oonceming yon I do know — ^Of the word of God, which ye have told 
U8y my heart knows it is a very good thing. I now regard it— there am I. 
I shall not return back — there am I for ever. I know not a fault of you 
that can be mentioned ; nor am I acquainted with any fault of Mr. Bing- 
ham, or of Mr. Bishop, or of Mr. Thurston, or of Mr. Witney, or of 
Mr. £ly;~of all of you not the least fault is known by me. It Is your 
conn try men that make confosioo here— men from America and England, 
and we also are censured by them* We shall not, however, turn back. 
But my opinion is that our fault is this— the people in general follow greatly 
after Jesus Chrbt. It is not on account of us [cniefs and Missionaries] 
merely, that their hatred is excited : such is my opinion. 

1 4ay nnto you, give my love to the President of the United States, and 
also to all Mi^ionaries and all brethren. Our love is there. Tell them all 
how my heart has been led into the wonderful works of Jehovah. Our 
hearts were led thither by the Spirit of God. There are we all. We and 
all oar friends will not again turn back. The evil comes for us all ; but we 
flball not be deceived by their attempts to ensnare. Their^s is certainly the 
ianlt. We are sure of it. 

ELIZABETH, 
the sister of yon all. We are all the servants of Jesus Christ. 



From Kaikioeva and his Wife to Mr, Loomis. 

Waimea, Tauai, Nov. 13, 1820. 

Love to yon, Mr. and Mrt. Loomis. We both feel affectionately towards 
you two, on account of your retoming to America. These are the senti- 
ments of ns two for you both. 

Tell the Directors of Missionaries our sentiments. We two know of no 
faults of ari^ of you, which we are able to name— no, none at all. 

We know nothing bad of our teachers that we are able to exhibit— no, 

none at all. 
The good is what we do know, even our salvation by God, our common 
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Lord Jesns Christ. On that aceonnt we both have forsaken the evil, in 
which we formerly lived. Now we two are seeking a new life for us for 
the present tinie--4he new kingdom of Jesus Christ, even everlastioi^ life 
in the world of light. 
Love to yon, all my brethren. 

KAIKIOEVA and 
A^MELIA KAIKIOEVA. 



Fmm Kinau to Mr. Bingham. 

BonorurUf Dec. Q, 1826. 

Love to you, beloved brethren. This is my sentiment conceniing yon. 
My mind admires the mercy of God in sending you, the company of Mis*- 
siouaries, that we might know the true God, even Jehovah. We do know 
the excellence of the word of God. It is an exceedingly good word : but 
we of mankind commit wickedne88,-*disobey thy word and thy law. That 
is good, which is according to the voice of God's righteousness. In him, 
Indeed, the soul may rejoice on account of salvation. Where are yon, the 
company of Missionaries ? The word of God is that wliich you have made 
known to us. I have not seen any faults in you, my parents. The child 
has not perceived the fault of the parents. Thiols the word of the parent 
tp the child, goodness, salvation, righteousness. The Missionaries are my 
parents in this life, but the Father of my spirit is Jehovah and Jesus. Good 
is that which Missionaries have spoken to us. From God is their word, 
which they have spoken to us the disobedient of this earth. Good are the 
words of the Missionaries. From the voice of God are the instructions, 
which they have made known to the unenlightened of this land. Very just 
are the instructions of the Missionaries in humbling their hearts, in keeping 
the love of Jesus. Great was the love of God, and the glory and power of 
Jehovah in giving them. 

Turned are our minds to the instructions of the Missionaries, to the word 
of God, to that which is right. We have perceived the goodness of their 
message — it is very excellent 

Where are you, my father Bingham ? My thoughts are upon the word 
which ye have made known, the mighty voice of Jehovah, and his preserving 
care over you and us sinners. Long-suffering has he been towards our 
trespasses against his only Son Jesus, our Mediator. God knows of the 
justness of your instructions. Jehovah, our Father in heaven, has preserved 
you. 

May we be saved by Jesus Christ. 

KINAU KAMEHAMALU. 
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From Opiia to Mr, LoomU* 

Honoruru, Nov. 16, 1826. 

May yon two, Mr. and Mrs. lK>omi8, be saved by Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour to save. I have affection for you, who are about to return to 
America. Great is our love to you two. Tell the conductors of Missions, 
that we know of no faults of yours that we are able to mention. You, 
teachers, are not to blame. You have not given the evil to us. You have 
not exhibited any thing to us that is bad. Good is what you have made 
known, even the Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ. Happy now are we, the 
company of dark minds, for we know what is the righteousness of Jesus. 
Here is the wickedness, from the sea [or foreign countries.] Their wind 
[or influence] is evil. It does not accord with our sentiments. 

LYDIA NAMAHANA. 



HAWAII. 

LETTER FROM MESSRS. THURSTON AT4D BISHOP. 

Special Attention to Religion. 

KaimUf Oct. 23, 1826. 

Very dear Sir, 
More than a year has elapsed, since our last joint communication to the 
Board. During this time, '* the good hand of God has been iipon us for 
good," as heretofore, in upholding us in the successful prosecution of our 
work, and giving us favour in the sight of the heathen. For more than a 
year and a half from the return of Mr. Thurston to this station, We saw 
little ground to believe that our labours were successful in the conversion of 
sinners. The first appearances of unusual concern among the people, were 
dbserved in July 1825, when about 60 persons declared their resolution to 
forsake their former habits, and enter the service of God. Almost imme- 
diately our places of worship were crowded with natives ; and soon after, 
we instituted several weekly meetings for tlie instruction of inquirers, 
which have been continued to the present time. A number have become 
hopefully pious, most of whom continue to walk in the paths of piety, and 
daily become more interesting. Some of these have become good profi- 
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cients in Christian knowledge ; and we purpose ere long to propound them 
as candidates for church-membership. We have been in no haste to bap- 
tize any, lest, in the beginning of our in-gathering, there should be some, 
who, in tunes of adversity, would fall away. 

Erection and Dedication of a new Church* 

Soon after the first appearance of special attention to religion in this 
place, our congregations became so large, that great numbers were ex- 
cluded from our place of worship, for want of room. We therefore sug- 
gested to Gk>vemor Adams, about ten months since, the desirableness of a 
large church, and he immediately agreed to erect one. Accordingly, about 
the beginning of February of the present year, every man in the district 
was sent into the mountains for timber. Some were appointed to cut it, 
and others to drag it down, and in this manner not less than 400 sticks, of 
from 40 to 60 feet in length, were, in a few weeks, collected upon the 
spot. An open space upon the rocks, partly enclosed by a grove of cocoa- 
nut and kon trees was selected as the site. In about five months the 
ground was prepared, the timber hewn, and the frame erected. The posts, 
51 on each side, were firmly set into the rock blasted out for the purpose, 
and an area of stones was then built, three feet above the former level, 
firmly enclosing the posts on every side. Early in July, the people were 
again called out to thatch the building, when about 4,000 came, bringing 
with them the materials. In little more than a month the thatching was 
completed, and by the first of September the house was finished and ready 
for use. Its whole length is 180 feet, its width 78. It is built of the best 
materials which the Islands afford, and is pronounced by good judges to be 
the largest and most elegant native building ever erected. The floor is 
overspread with a thick layer of rushes, and covered with mats. It has a 
good pulpit, painted, and furnished with cushions and hangings. The 
building is expected to last 20 years* On Wednesday, Sept. 27th, several 
of the brethren and principal chiefs having previously arrived from Oahu 
and Maui, our church was dedicated to the service of Aloiighty God. The 
service was opened by chanting the 100th Psalm, translated into the 
Hawaiian language. The sermon was preached by Mr. Ely, from 1 Kings, 
viU. 27; and the dedicatory prayer was offered by Mr. Bingham. The 
service wa9 concluded by singing the Jubilee Hymn. There were supposed 
to be not less than 6000 persons present, including the scholars and teachers 
of 40 schools. It was indeed a day o£ jubilee with us, and such as had never 
been witnessed before on this Island. On the following day the people 
were again assembled in the open air, in front of Kaahumanu's dwelling- 
house, when they were successively addressed by Governor Adams, Naihe, 
Kapiolani, Hoapiriwaliine, and Kaahumanu, who publicly declared their 
determination to follow the precepts of Christianity in the government of 
the people. 
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Ordvmtion of Mu Goodrich. 

On Friday of the same week, Mr. Goodrich was ordained at this place to 
the work of the ministry. This is the second ordination that has taken 
place at Kainia ; Mr. Whitney hating been here set apart to the same 
office on the 23d of last November. 



Id consequence of the erection of the choinch mentiraed 
Above, several small congEegations va the neighbouriiig villages 
have united with that at Kairua, thus affording the Mission- 
aries time to extend their weekly excursions beyond their 
usual limits. The congregation nt Kdnia consists pf about 
3,000 souls. 

Among other objects of pnrsnit, we have not omitted that of the transla* 
tion of the Scriptarcs. Onr first attempts at translation, were in February 
of the present year. Two or tliree hours of each day Were sp^nt at the 
work, in which we were assisted by Governor Adams, nnti| we had com- 
pleted the Gospel of Matthew. The several copies of this Gospel, wliich 
have been made at the different stations, are now under revision, and ^ 
standard copy, derived from a comparison of them all, will be ready for 
the press in a few weeks. When this work is pompleted, we purpose to 
commence the Gospel of John, (the portion ^signed us by the Mission,) 
hoping to have it ready for the press as early as April ne^t. The call of 
this people for the Scriptures is loud, and daily repeated. They carefully 
collect and write down every text or historical sketch of Scripture that they 
hear from us, and receive it as the word of God, to which they are bound 
to render obedience. In the course of another year, there wUl in all pro- 
bability be at least ten ihtnuand peraon$ on this island capable of reading the 
Holy Scriptures with facility, could they be obtained to be put into their 
hands. 

We conclude by wislilng you, dear Sir, and all connected with yon in 
your labours, the continuance of health and every encouragement; and 
remain yoar*s in the bonds of the Gospel. 

A. THURSTON, 
A. BISHOP. 
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LETTER FROM- MR. BISHOP TO THE CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY, DATED KAIRUA, NOV. 30tH. 

Visit of Kaahumauu to Hawaii. 



Very dear Sir, 
' As the queen regent, Kaahumanu, U aboat to retnrn to Oahu^ after a 
visit of more than two months to this Island/ 1 feel it a pleasure to commu- 
nicate to you a brief account of the manner in which she has passed her time 
with us. 

Until lately, a personal knowledge of her Christian character was not 
possessed by me and others on this Island, as she had not before visited us 
since she made a profession of religion. Her reception by the people was, 
as nsnal, cordial^ though unattended with any of those extravagant ex- 
cesses, which once were consequent upon the arrival of a distinguished 
ruler. On the contrary, we assembled at her request, and offered to the 
throne of grace our thanksgivings for her safe arrival. Formerly, guns 
would have been fired, wadlings of joy would liave rent the air, and dances 
and revelry would have succeeded. But though not less than ten thousand 
people assembled soon aflter it was known she had come, the utmost order 
and stillness prevailed. He^ condescending and affectionate manner 
towards all who approached her, was not less a matter of surprise than of 
joy to her subjects. The feelings of awe which her presence inspired, were, 
as she extended her hand and gave them her wrohay softened at once into 
feelings of most cordial attachment. To see their once haughty queen, 
whom they had ever looked upon with awe, now going from rank to rank 
to salute ner people, drew tears from many a hardy, sun-burnt face. Her 
affectionate and pious addresses to all classes were listened to vdth great 
attention, and we have reason to think the benefits resulting from her 
Christian labours will long be felt by the people of this and other places 
which she visited. 

Afler spending a few weeks with us, she commenced a tour to Kalae, 
the southern point of the Island. She was absent two weeks, and at every 
place where a canoe could land, she assembled the people, and addressed 
them on Christian duty. As a nan preceded her to give notice of her 
iqiproach, she was listened to by immense numbers. 

She afterwards made an excursion from this place, along the western 
shore \o Kohala, in which I accompanied her. The same course of labours 
was pursued as in the former excursion, the people every where giving their 
queen tlie most cordial reception ; but nothing extravagant or improper was 
witnessed. The first thing was to assemble with them in the school ranni 
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to give them an address/ After she bad finished her speech, t nsaally 
preached a short sermon, which was followed by singing and a prayer. The 
principal object of Kaahuraann, was to enforce the observance of the deca- 
logue, and to recommend a regard to the precepts and doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. In addition to this, she enumerated all their heathenish practices, 
at well as their vices, contracted by an intercourse with foreigners, and in 
the most earnest manner forbad the practice of any of them. 
• Almost every object, as we passed from place to place, called tender and' 
melancholy recollections of former scenes to her mind. Her reflections 
upon these were truly affecting, and evinced the liveliest exercise of reli- 
gious feeling. At one place, a battle had been fought; another, was once 
beautiful and populous, but now it was desolate, and without inhabitants. 
She corroborated a fact, of which we have long been convinced^ that thei 
present population of this Island has diminished at least three-fourtlis, since 
Captain Cook first landed here. 

When we arrived at Towaihae, she ordered the canoe to put ashore about 
twenty rods this side of the usual landing place. It was the place of her 
husband's former residence. The walls of his houses were standing, while 
every thing within and without was going to decay. She took a melancholy 
satisfaction in contemplating these ruins, and in pointing out to me the very 
places where Tamehameha used to sit, and where he slept. Directing my 
attention to the crumbling walls of a large heiauy [temple,] oli an eminence, 
she said, ^' There is the spot where my husband used to worship his gods, 
and where many a human victim has been sacrificed. Let us ascend and see 
the place.'* " But," said I, " did you never go there?" " No," she replied, 
<< it would have been death for any woman to approach its sacred precincts.'' 
So we ascended together, and when we had reached the top, and had taken 
a full view of the whole place, (a good description of wliich is given io the 
^' Tour of Hawaii,") she stopped short, lifted up her hands, and looking 
upwards, said, " I thank God for what my eyes now see ; ua pan he kii i 
Hawii nei — HavmVs gods are no more," She then showed me the holes in the 
wall, where the carved images of Tamehameha*s gods once stood, and gave 
me their several names as we passed along. She then pointed out the altar 
where human and other sacrifices were offered. We looked for the human 
bones that were formerly strewed about; but to the honour of the 
people residing here, we learned that they had all been buried. She also 
described the dimensions of the buildings, which formerly stood in this im- 
mense enclosure, and added, — ^'^But they were all destroyed in one day." 

I then asked her the particulars of that eventful day, which brought about 
such an astonishing revolution ; and the following is the substance of the in- 
formation she gave me. — " The matter was secretly concerted between Riho- 
riho, and the surviving queens of Tamehameha, after the accession of tlie 
former to tlie kingdom. They had long been disgusted with the at tabu, the 
custom of men and women eating separately ; as well as with the impositions 
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of thepriesU; and man j of the more ealiglitened of tliem had Indnlged in 
secret the eating together of nmn and wife, amd found it did not hurt them. 
A public feast was made upon a certain oeeasion, for which two tables were 
set after the Earopean fashion, the one for men, and the other for women : 
and to this feast all the prindptd foreigners then at the Islands were invited^ 
After the goests were seated, and had begun to eat, the king took two or 
three turns round each table, as if to see what passed at each ; and then sud^ 
denly, and without any previous warning to any but Uiose in the secret, 
seated himself in a vacant chair at the women's table, and began to eat 
Toraclously, but was evidently very moeh perturbed. The guests, astonished 
at this act, clapped their hands, and cried out, ** Ai noOf-^ihe eathig^ tfofra is 
hroken," The king rose from the table, uniiyured, and the first, order he 
gave was, that all the temples of the gods be demolished and burnt, 

I remahi, dear Sir, yours very itfectlonately, 

ART£MAS BISaK>P« 
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